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praying the passage of a law to preventall further 
ficin,and monopoly of,she public lands of the 
Tnited States, and that they be laid out in farms 
ind lots of limited size for the free and exclusive 
of settlers not possessed of other lands; which 


was laid on the table. 


W 





tr 


of Manchester, New Hampshire, praying thatthe 

y of the officers of the Nav? may be increaged; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs 

H | the petition of Elizabeth Os- 

od, daughter and sole heir of Joss ph Fogg, a 
quartermaster in the army of the Revolution, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BROW N pre sented the petition of proper- 
ty-holders in the District of ¢ Olumbia, praying an 
amendment of the laws relating to landlord and 
tenant; Which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Iie also presented the petition of merchants and 
other ciuzens of the District of Columbia, pray- 


3. . 
e also presente 


i 
° 
i 


the peace In the recovery of debts, and the allow- 
nce of fees to justices of the peace in cases for 
» &c.; which was referred to the 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a petition of cit- 
izens of New Jet i 


. te Weanite 
riots, assaults 


Committee on 


y, praying the passage of a 
law to prevent all further traffie in. and monopoly 
of, the public lands of the United States, and that 
they be laid out in farms and lots of limited size 
for the free and exclusive use of settlers not pos- 

ssed of other lands; which was laid upon the 

wie, 

Mr. COLLAMER presented the memorial of 
Emily L. Slaughter, praying for apension due her 
s the widow of Commander A. G. Slaughter, 
United States N ‘vy, from the 9th September, 
1853, the date of his decease; which was re ferred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. HALE presented the petition of Mary | 
Willard, formerly widow of Aaron Young, a sol- | 


dier in the war of 1812, praying for a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of 
Thomas O. and Edward O. Smith, praying com- 
pensation for supplies furnished emigrants on the 
route to Ualifornia; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. RICE presented the petition of citizens of 
Wabashaw and Olmstead counties, Minnesota, 
praying for a mail route from Wabashaw, via 
Wacongeota, West Albany, and Read’s Ford, to 
Rochester; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of 
Anoka, Minnesota, praying for a mail route from 
Anoka, via Cedar Valley and St. Francis, to Cam- 
bridge, and from Cambridge, via Lexiggton, to 
Princeton; which was-referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Elizabeth Spear, widow 


of 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


_Mg FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Mary 
Elizabeth Larnard, submitted a report, accom- 

anied by a bill (S. No. 513) for the relief of 

lary Elizabeth Larnard, widow of Brevet Major 
Charles H. Larnard, late of the United States 
Army. The bill was read and passed to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FITCH, from tlie Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred the motion to print the re- 
port of the Postmaster General, made in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate directing him 
to report such changes in the laws regulating post- 
ages and the Post Office Department as in his 
opinion ‘would make that a self-sustaining De- 
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netition of citizens of Patt rson, New Jersey, 


Mr. CLARK presented a memorial of citizens 


ig an eXtension of the jurisdiction of justices of 


Thomas Williams, yraying to be allowed a pension, on | 
pra) 
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partment, reported in favor of printing the usual 
number of the manuscript report; and it was so 
ordered. 

Mr. FITCH, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a resolution to print additional copies 
of the report of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey for 1858, reported the followiog resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 
number, five thousand copies of the report of the Superia 
tendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1858, for distribu 
tion by said superintendent; that the same be printed and 
bound, with the charts and sketehes, in quarto form ; and 
that the printing of said charts and sketches shall be done 


to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 
vey. ° 
Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to make an inquiry 
of the chairman of the Committee on Printing. 
This resolution provides for printing five thou- 
sand copies in addition to the usual number. I 
wish to inquire whether any of the usual num- 
ber, except 8ne, passes into the hands of the 
members of the Senate at al]? 

Mr. FITCH. Theusual number, I think, sup- 
plies Senators with perhaps not more than two 
copies. Heretofore it has been customary for the 
Senate to print a certain number of additional 
copies for the use of Senators. The question was 
debated at some length at the last session. The 
committee, I believe, at the last session, reported 
in favor of printing twelve hundred copies for the 
use of the Senate. They have reported none for 
the use of the Senate now, but only a certain num- 
ber for the use of the Coast Surv: y office. 

Mr. COLLAMER. All, 1 understand, are to 
be deposited in the Coast Survey office. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to look at 
the report for a moment. 

Mr. STUART. Then I ol 


eration of it to-day. 


% 
Y 


ject to the consid- 


HOUSE BILLS REFERR cD. 

The following bill and joint resolution, received 
from the House of Representatives on Friday 
last, were read twice by their titles, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill (No. 783) to authorize the registering of 
the schooner Ents rprise, of Wilson, New York: 
and 

A joint resolution (No. 39) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Tr asury to sell a certain lot of 
land in the city of Petersburg, Virginia, belone- 
ing to the United State 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Repres ntatives, 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested: 

A bill (No. 7388) aut orizing the Secret ry of 
th Treasury to grant a register forthe schooner 
William A Hamill; 

A bill (No. 789) to compensate the State of New 
Jersey for the use of the court rooms for the United 
States court, in the Stat -House at Trenton, in 
said State; 

A bill (No. 798) for the relief of James G. 
Holmes; and 

A joint resolution (No. 45) authorizing Town- 
send Harris, United States consul general, at 
Japan, and H. C. J. Henskin, his interpreter, 
respectively, to accept a snuff-box from her Ma- 


jesty the Queen of England. 


The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 235) for the relief of Martin Lay- 
man; and 

A bill (No. 476) to authorize the President to 
make advances in money to Hiram Powers. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the resolution of the Senate (No. 54) 
forc 1anging the pian of the custom-house at Gal- 
veston, ‘Téxas, with an amendment, in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

Also, that the House had disagreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House 


(No. 336) for the relief of B. W. Palmer and 
others. 
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ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT signed an enrolled 
bill (S. No. 32) to repeal an act entitled “ An act 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
change the names of vessels in certain cases,’’ 
approved 5th March, 1856. 

POST ROUTES IN NEW JERSEY. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, submitted 
the following resolution; which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the propriety of establish- 
ing a post route from Bordentown, by way of Georgetown, 


Sykesville, Wrightstown, and Pointville, to Brown's Mills, 
in the county of Burlington and State of New Jersey. 


J. B. DE TREVILLE. 


Mr. CHESNUT. 1 submit the following re- 
soluuon, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
request the Court of Claims to return to the Senate the peti- 
tion and papers of the heirs of Captain J. B. De Treville. 

Mr. IVERSON. I prefer that that resolution 
should lie over for the present. It will be remem- 
bered thatsome timeagoa similar proposition was 
brought in, to bring back apers, and it was ob- 
jected to by myself, and { gave reasons why I 
thought it was irregular. If the Senator will allow 
the resolution to lie over, I will look into it, and 
see if | can consent to it. 

Mr. CHESNUT. |] supposed the resolution 
would net pass without some reason being as- 
signed for it. The reason is, that this case has 
been referred to the Committee of Claims in the 
other branch of Congress, and the parties desire 
to submit these papers there, where the question 
is now under consideration. This is the reason 
which induced the application to be made here. 
If the Senator desires that it shall lie over, 1 have 
no obje ection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 


lie over. 
WESTERN BOUNDARY OF MINNESOTA. 


Mr. SHI@LDS. I present the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its consideration at the present 
time: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be requested 
to mquire mto the expediency of making provision for run- 
hing and marking that partof the western boundary of Min- 
nesota which is not defined by the natural landmarks, and 
the distance, being supposed to be about one hundred and 
thirty miles ; and of reporting in favor of an adequate ap- 
propriation for that purpose. 

Mr. STUART. I suggest to the Senator that 
a bill of that character was reported at the last 
session, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
authorizing the running and marking of the west- 
ern boundary of Minnesota. It may allude to the 

me sul i et. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
Senate? 

Mr. STUART. Yea, sir. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I willask the honorable Sen- 
ator if the bill provides an appropriation for this 

| 


Ol 


Is that bill now before the 


te 
vie \ 


Mr. STUART, Iam not able to answer that 
question now, not having the bill before me. I 
suppose the bill provides for running and marking 
the boundary; and I suggest to the Senator, if he 
desires an appropriation in it, he can move to 
amend it when it comes up. 
Mr. SHiELDS. I will then move the reference 
of the subject to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 
REMODELING THE SENATE CHAMBER. 


Mr. HALE. I have a resolution to present. | 


| do not ask for its consideration now; but I shall 


call it up soon: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be%nstructed to inquire into the practicability and 
propriety of reconstructing and remodeling the interior of 
the northern portion of the Capitol extension in such man- 
ner that the Senate Chamber may extend to the wall of the 


| building on the end and one or both sides, so as to have the 


advantage of windows and fresh air. 
PALM OIL TRADE- 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
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lution; which was consideg@l by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury comnuni- 
cate 19 the Senate, astully as it may be in his power to do, 
the number of American vessels which are engaged directly 
in the palm oil trade on the coast of Africa, the average 
number of their voyages annually, their tonnage, the nature 
and values of their exports and imports, and the amount of 
duties derived from them by the Treasury of the United 
States, 

PRINTING OF A BILL. 


On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the bill (8. No. 497) making appropria- 
tions to facilitate the acquisition of the Island of Cuba by 
negotiation , be printed for the use of the Senate. 

JAMES MACCABOY. 

Mr. WADE. I move to take up the bil! for 
the relief of James Maccaboy, which I do not find 
on the Calendar, but it has passed once or twice 
and has received the sanction of two committees. 
It is a small affair. He is a very poor man, and 
this bill ought to be acted on. o there will 
be no objection to its consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unani- 
mous consent at this time to take up that bill. 

Mr. WADE. I suppose so. 


‘There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 


to consider the bill (3S. No. 283) for the relief of 
James Maccaboy. It appropriates $500 for losses 
and injuries sustained by him while engaged in 
the performance of his duty in the public service. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed on 
the 2st of May last, and a motion by Mr. Hen- 
DERSON to reconsider the vote o ssing the bill 
was entered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
on reconsidering the vote by which the bill was 
mn ssed. 


‘The motion to reconsider was rejected. 
GALVESTON CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
Mr. WARD. I desire to make a motion that 


the Senate take up the joint resolution (S. No. 54) | 


for changing the plan of the custom-house at Gal- 
veston, in the State of Texas, which has passed 


the other House with an amendment. My object | 
is to have it referred to the appropriate committee. | 


‘The motion was agreed to. 
‘The amendment of the House is to add, at the 
end of the resolution, the following words: 


ind provided further, ‘That the consent, in writing, of 


the contractors and theirsureties for the said custom-house 
to such alteration shall be first had, and ry livered to the 
Secretary of the Treasury.” 


Mr. WARD. I move its reference to the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 
Mr. STUART. I would inquire does the Sen- 
ator object to the amendment? 


Mr. WARD. Ido not. 


Mr. SLUART. Then the Senator had better | 


let the amendment be concurred in and the bill 
MISS d 

Mr. WARD. L approve of the amendment, but 
my colleague does not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lam opposed to it for va- 
rious reasons, and am prepared to state them if 
the gentleman wishes it. 

Mr. STUART. Let it be referred then. 

‘The joint resolution and amendment were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

LAND DISTRICTS. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to call up for consid- 
eration a bill reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands, (S. No. 449,) authorizing the trans- 
fer to State authorities of the books, papers, &c., 
of discontinued land districts, under certain cir- 
cumstances. It is very necessary that a general 
law Of this character should be passed, in order to 
enSble the executive department to carry out the 
prov isions of existing laws, which compel them to 
discontinue certain land offices when the public 
land in the district fails below a certain wumber 
of acres, 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to make it the duty of the Secretary 
of the Interior, in all cases where the p@blic lands 
shal! have been entirely sold and disposed of in 
any laud State, to cause the remaining land office 
or offices in that State to be discontinued, and all 


the books, papers, &c., pertaining to the public | 
lands in that Sate not required to be transmitted to | 
the seat of Government, to be delivered over to the | 








States the right of access to, and copy of, such 
books and papers, free of cost, whenever the same 
may be deemed necessary for the public use. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LAND ENTRIES IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. A bill which passed at the 
last session of the Senate has been returned from 


the House with an amendment. It is merely a | 
correction of a clerical error. I move that the bill | 
be now taken up, in order that the amendment | 


may be concurred in. It is the bill (S. No. 327) 


| to affirm certain entries of land in the State of 


Louisiana. It is a private land claim. There was | 


a clerical error in the bill, which the House has 
corrected. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will state | 


to the Senator that he does not find the bill on the 


table, but will cause search to be made for it. 


authorized.to receive them, reserving to the United | 
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Mr. SHIELDS. I ask for th reading of he 


|| resolution. ; ihe 
| The Secretary read it. 
\ _Mr. HUNTER. If I understand this propo- 
| sition, It 18 one nat only to create a new office 
but to legislate a man into it. Now, sir, without 
| meaning to disparage Commodore Stewart’s ser- 
|| vices at all—I admit that they are all that the 
have been described to be—I am unwilling in this 
way to create a new office in the Navy; and not 
only to do that, but to legislate a particular jndj. 
vidual into it. That is the effect of the joint reso- 
lution, if I understand it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the passage of the joint resolution, 

Mr. CLAY. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and beip 
taken, resulted—yeas 37, nays 14; as follows: 
_ YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, Broder. 
ick, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doo. 
little, Douglas, Durkee, Boot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale 


COMMODORE STEWART. {| Hamlin, Hammond, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Jones, Ken. 


Mr. HALE. There was a joint resolution re- 
ported the other day with reference to Commo- 


we mean to pass it we ought to pass it at once. I 
move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 69) conferring the rank of senior 
flag officer on the active-service list of the United 
States Navy on Captain Charles Stewart, was 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Itauthorizes the President of the United States, | 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- , 
ate, to confer on Captain Charles Stewart, of the 
United States Navy, in recognition of his distin- 
guished and meritorious service, the commission 
of senior flag-oflicer of the United States Navy 

' on the active-service list. 

Mr. PUGH. I should like to inquire of the 

Senator from New Hampshire what is the pur- | 

| pose of this resolution? [understand that Com- 
modore Stewart is now the senior officer of the 
Navy. 

Mr. HALE. Not on the active list, but on the 
retired list. 

Mr. PUGH. Is the object of the resolution 
simply to put him on the active list? 

Mr. HALE. Yes. 

Mr. PUGH. Then I shall not object to it. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- | 
ate without amendment, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I should like to make a 
single inquiry of the honorable Senator who re- 
ported the resolution. Does this affect Commo- 
dore Stewart’s pay or his rank? 

Mr. HALE. It simply transfers him from the 
retired list to the active list, and does not alter 
his pay at all. 

Mr. Dt tm ys a 
rank or pay of otl 
tains in the Navy ? 

Mr. HALE. Iam not entirely certain as to | 
that. I wish it would have that effect; but I am 
not certain it will. It will make him senior flag- 
officer, and may give him the pay of the senior | 
officer, which position is now occupied by one of 
the retiring board, who ousted him from it. I 
think it will have that effect, and | hope it will, 
but I do not know. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. But will it have the other 
effect of putting him into another office, and then 
allowing the officer whom he ousts to take another 

lace and other positions? 

Mr. HALE. The only difficulty is that since 
Commodore Stewart was ousted, by his juniors, 
from his place, the names of our post captains 
have been altered. They had been champing with 
impatience on account of the name of their grade, 
and wanted té be admirals; but Congress, at the 
last session, compromised with them, and told 
them they might be flag-officers, in virtue of which | 


Does it at all affect the 


the Secretary of the Navy has authorized them || 


to have an admiral’s flag. I believe some of them | 
have gone to the engravers, and have’ had ‘*ad- 
miral’’ engraved on their cards, which they dis- | 
tribute in foreign ports, not here at home. This | 
is the way the thing stands. This resolution does 
not confer any additional rank, but simply restores | 


Secretary of State, or such other officeras may be || Commodore Stewart to the active list. 


dore Stewart. As he will not live many years, if | 


er officers who stand as cap- | 


nedy, Potk, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, Slidell, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, T 
Ward, Wright, and Yulee—37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bright, Chesnut, Clay, Cling. 
man, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson 
of Tennessee, King, Reid, Rice, Trumbull, and Wade—}4, 


So the joint resolution was passed. 
PRIVATE BILL DAY. 


Mr. TVERSON. It is not likely that any busi- 
ness of consequence will be taken up to-day, it 

_ being understood that some other proceedings of 
a solemn character are to take place; but, as we 
have some time yet, | move to take up the reso- 

| lution that was laid on the table a few days ago 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bicter,] 
appointing’ riday and Saturday of each week for 
the consideration of private bills during the res- 

| idue of the session, ‘If it is objectionable, I shall 


Stuart, 
oombs, 


|| be willing to let one day be stricken out, and ask 


that only one day be appropriated to this object. 
I ask that the resolution be taken upy so that we 
| may see whether the Senate are willie to devote 
one day a week to private bills. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
rick in the chair.) Itis the imperative duty of 
| the Chair tocall up the special order at this hour, 
unless the Senate otherwise direct. 
Mr. L[VERSON. I nove to postpone the spe- 
cial order for the present. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. IVERSON. | now move to take up the 
resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to consider the following resolution,which 
' was submitted by Mr. Brerer on the 10th in- 
; Stant: 
Resolwed, That for the residue of the present session, Fri- 
| day and Saturday ofeach week, after the expiration of one 
hour from the time of the meeting of the Senate, shall be set 


apart for the consideration of private bills, in the order in 
which they stand upon the Calendar. 


Mr. STUART. I understand that this reso- 
lution sets apart two days in each week for private 
bills. I think it had better be confined to one. | 
move to strike out the words ‘* and Saturday.” 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly, one day a week is 
as muches we can spare for private bills. 

Mr. BIGLER. I intended to modify the res- 
olution. 

The amendment to strike out ‘and Saturday” 
was agreed to; and the resolution, as amended, 
was adopted. 


i] GOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
Senate will take up a resolution which was left as 
the unfnished business some days ago, in refer- 
ence to retrenchment and reform in the expenses 
of the Government. It will meet with no“ppo- 
sition, I think, and will not consume time. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion, which was submitted by Mr. Jounson, of 
, Tennessee, on the 4th of January: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s second annual 
| Message as relates to u reduction of the expenditures of the 
| Government of the United States, which is in the following 
| words, to wit: “ I invite Congress to institute a rigid scru- 
tiny to ascertain whether the expenses in all the Depart- 
ments cannot be still farther reduced; and J promise them 
all the aid in my power in pursuing the investigation,”’ be 
referred to the Committee on Finance, und that said com- 


mittee are hereby instructed, after first conferring with, and 
obtaining all “ aid’ and information from the President and 
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Departments, as indicated in the President’s | 
sage, to report a bill reforming, as far as possible, the ex- 
yenditures and all abuses, if any, in the application of the 
yropriations made by Congress for the support of the va- 
rious Departments, and which will reduce the expenditures 





peads of the 
mic 
apy 
to an honest, rigid, economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HUNTER. When the resolution was be- 
fore under consideration, I moved to amend it by 


striking out ** the Committee on Finance,” and 


inserting ‘*a select committee.”’ 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I thought the 
Senator had agreed to withdraw that amendment. 
Mr. HUNTER. I was willing to withdraw it 


if the resolution was modified so as to give more | 


time than this session for the investigation. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. There was an 
amendment offered by the Senator from Michi- 
gal, (Mr. Sruart,] embodying that proposition. 

» Mr. HUNTER. If that is done, I shall not 
object. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. If the Senator 
from Virginia will withdraw his amendment, the 
Senator from Michigan can offer his, and 1 will 
accept it. 

Mr. HUNTER. 

Mr. GWIN. 
lect committee. I am opposed to its going to the 
Finance Committee, and [ ask the yeas and nays 
on the question. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator from Tennessee 
accepts the amendment which [ offered, which 
makes it a part of the original resolution. Then 
the Senator from California moves to strike out 


I withdraw mine. 


“the Committee on Finance,’’ and insert a ‘‘ se- | 


. . 
lect committee, ”’ . 


Mr. GWIN. The amendment of the Senator 


from Virginia was to strike out the Finance Com- 
mittee and refer it to a select committee, composed 
of seven members. 

Mr. STUART. That was withdrawn. 

Mr.GWIN. That amendment I renew. 

Mr. STUART. 
accepted. 

Mr.GWIN. Ifthe amendment I proposed be 
voted down, that can be put on. 

Mr. STUART. TheSenator from Tennessee 
having accepted my proposition, it is now part of 
the resolution. 

Mr.GWIN. Lhope the Senator will withdraw 
that until we vote on the proposition whether this 
investigation shall be referred to the Finance Com- 
miltee or to a select committee. If it is referred 
to the Finance Committee, that provision can be 
added; but that amendment destroys the effect of 
my proposition. Let what the Senator from Mich- 
igan has proposed be read. 

The Secretary read Mr. Stvuarr’s amendment; 
which is, to add to the resoluuon the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That in case said committee shall not be able 
fully tocomply with this resolution during the present ses - 
sion of Congress, the duty shall be extended to the next and 
subsequent sessions, for the purpose of more mature and 
complete action. 

Mr.GWIN. That proposition contemplates 
that the committee having charge of this investi- 
gation shall be made perpetual. Each session of 
Congress establishes its own standing commit- 
tees, and select committees are always created by 
resolution at each Congress. I hope the Senator 
will withdraw that amendment, until we decide 
whether the reference shall be to the Committee 
on Finance or to a select committee. 

Mr. STUART. Ido not desire to withdraw it 
atall. I think itis the best shape for the reso- 
lution. The mover of the resolution, has accepted 
it; itis now a part of his resolution; and the ques- 
tion is presented to the Senate on the motion of 
the Senator from California, whether it wilkraise 
and perpetuate a select committee to do what the 
Committee on Finance can do. 

Mr.GWIN. That is the very thing I do not 
ask todo. I move the amendment; and then, if 
we adopt the select committee, I shall move to 
strike out that latter part of the resolution. I ask 
for the yeas and nays on the question whether it 
shall be the Finance Committee or a select com- 
mittee. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I do not see 
that the modification of my resolution at all af- 
fects the right of the Senator from California to 
move his amendment. A@the resolution now 
stands, it proposes to make itNhe duty of the 
Committee on Finance to make this inquiry and 
report to the Senate. I understand that simply a 


THE 


| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 


I renew the amendment for ase- | 


But my proposition has been 


motion to strike out the Committee on Finance 
and appoint a select committee would attain the 
Senators’s end. 

Mr. GWIN. I make that motion. 

Senate will not agree to it. The Finance Com- 
|} mittee is the committee that has the moral influ- 
ence to carry its measures; it has the power and 
can present measures to the Senate that will re- 
|| ceive its consideration, and no doubt its sanction; 

and I hope the Senate will not strike out ** the 
| Finance Committee ’’ and insert ‘*a select com- 
| mittee.”’ It is not worth while to repeat the argu- 

ments urged the other day on this point. They 
were cogent; they were clear and conclusive that 
the Committee on Finance was the proper com- 
mittee to make this investigation, and report to 
|| the Senate. I hope the investigation will not be 
| committed to a select committee. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from California make his motion? 

Mr. GWIN. 1 move to strike out ‘* the Com- 
mittee on Finance’’ and insert *‘ a select commit- 
tee, to consist of seven members.’”’ 

|| Mr. SIMMONS. T hope that amendment will 


prevail. I think Senators are mistaken as to the 


| 


moral power of the Committee on Finance on the | 
It is the money power | 
they exercise, not a moral power, that gets their | 


subject of retrenchment. 


bills through here. They dispense the whole pat- 
ronage of this Government. I prefera select com- 
mittee for various reasons. We endeavored to 
make retrenchments at the last session on the sub- 
ject of collecting the revenue. We cut down the 


body by four to one, almost everybody being for 
it; but when it went to the House of Representa- 
was engineered through the Senate. ‘There was 
but asingle Senator on the Administration benches 


from Tennessee, who has introduced this resolu- 
tion. He is the man of all others of this body 
who will look after these retrenchments, and he 
is not on the Finance Committee. 

Now, I have no idea of passing the resolution 
and giving eighteen months to the Committee on 
Finance to examine the question, and then end in 
cutting off fifty cents a day from the pay of some 
clerk ina Department. If we want to retrench 
we must attack the lions, the large item@. That 
is where the money goes. 
paying them liberally; but if our money is wasted 
at all, it is squandered in contracts. 
special committee for that. 
Finance has as much as it can do to dispense the 
money which is now about all used for patronage. 
They watch that; | wish they would watch a lit- 
tle more vigilantiy than they do; but there is no 
member of the Senate, that | know of, who has 
had this subject for so long a time under consid- 
eration as the Senator from Tennessee who nas 
offered the resolution. I think he says he has 
been considering it fourteen years,and he has de- 
voted his time and his energy to it; and he ought 
to have aid, because we must see that his indi- 
vidual efforts have produced nothing in fourteen 
years. We have beén going on, spending more 
and more money every year, and nothing can be 
done in the way of reform without vigorous and 
efficient exertion. 

The Committee on Finance say they supervise 
the appropriation bills. Why, sir, look into the 
proposition that the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Hunter] has made to bring the mail service up. 
He has been on this Committee on Finance for, 
I think, twelve years. About fourteen years ago 
we revised the Post Office establishment. We 


| 


I hope the | 


SL nT ettee ee 
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|| der the new law 


appropriations from $6,000,000 to $4,500,000 for | 
eighteen months’ service, and it was carried in this | 


tives and was modified and made $5,400,000, it | 


who voted against it, and that was the Senator | 


As to clerks, I am for | 


We wanta | 
The Committee on | 


provided in that law, as clear as language could | 


make it, that, in all future lettings of contracts 
, for carrying the mail, they should be let to the 
lowest bidder in every instance without reference 
to the mode of transportation, and looking only 
to good security. ‘That law was not to take ef- 
fect until July; but a new Administration came 
‘| in on the 4th of March, and, although the bids 
| were made, Mr. Cave Johnson, then Postmaster 
|| General, put out a circular thatall the lettings for 
contracts should be bid for under this new law, 


and that no consideration would be given to dif- | 


ferent modes of service. For the eastern section, 
the seven States comprising New England and 


| New York, the lettings were made that year un- | 
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forfour years; that is, the con- 

| tracts were given to the lowest bidders for carry- 
ing the mail without reference to the mode of 

' transportation, whether on horseback or in coach- 
es, and the contracts in that section of country 
were let for four years under that law. 

Next year he came to the southwestern section 
where Mr. Postmaster General Johnson lived; 
and, without any alteration in the law, he issued 
another circular saying that he would make a dif- 
ference between service on horseback and in post 
coaches, ands between two-horse and four-horse 
coaches; and he let all the mail contracts which 
came around again during his term, in the same 
way, changing the law and entirely doing away 
with everything he had done in order to get the 
contracts cheap in New England. As to the con- 
tracts letin New England and New York in 1845, 
I have been at the trouble of going to the De- 
partment,and seeing how much was saved. I took 
the amount bid for the service then, and com- 
pared it with the previous contracts, and found 
that there was a saving of from forty to sixty per 
cent.; and when he left the Department, the next 
contracts went up thirty or forty percent. You 
see the difference when they complied with the 
law and when they did not, as plain as you can 
see that our expenses have accumulated. That 
has been practiced ever since, with a law so plain 
that aman who runs may read and understand it; 
and yet the Postmaster General is paying miliions 
upon millions agnually for carrying the mails in 
a way that the faw does not justify, and cannot 
be made to justify. He knew it did not justify 
it, because he let it for one quarter of this coun- 
try in the way I have stated. I went to him and 
told him the law had not taken effect, and that he 
should not put it upon our section until the law 
took effect. He said there was poison in that law, 
and those of us who voted for cheap postage 
should take our own medicine. It was principally 
votes from the free States that reduced the post- 
age, and he put this part of the aw upon us be- 
fore it legally took effect. We all agreed that 
after the law took effect, the contracts were to be 
letinthat way. Everybody knew that; but with 
all the vigilance of the Finance Committee, they 
have made appropriations to supply deficiencies 
in the Post Office Department to the extent of 
two, three, and four millions a year. I never 
heard anything about this feature of the law from 
that time umtil now, when the President asks us to 
alter the law,and make the officers conform to an 
economical system. Il expect we shall have to 
alter the law or passadeclaratory act. That law 
reads exactly as he wants the law to read to make 
an economical administfation of the service. All 
that need be done is to pass a resolution that the 
Post Office law passed in 1845, contains a provi- 
sion which is exactly the one that the Postmaster 
General is asking us to legislate into being, and 
the President is asking us to legislate into exist- 
ence. Thatis precisely the law now, and has been 
for fourteen years, but it has never been discov- 
ered. 

I do not think the Committee on Finance are 
half as vigilant in looking out to prevent great 
contracts and the squandering of money as they 
profess to be in the Senate. The Post Office De- 
porienans certainly costs a million a year more—I 

1ave no doubt itcosts two or three millions more— 
than it wonld if the contracts were Jet according 
to law. Jobs are given out just as money was ap- 
propriated to custom-house officers last year; it 
Was managed through; and if it goes to ‘* the 
party,’’ it is about ail that can be done for the 
party—give them money. These appropriations 
do nothing for the country. If we obtained any- 
thing for the money, I should suppose we were 
doing something to improve the country; but we 
do not get anything for it. It goes out for con- 
tracts and jobs here and there; and the expendi- 
tures of the Government have got up to $75,000,000 
a year, and there ought to be somebody to look 
}anto these things. 

Now, it is proposed to add $3,000,000 a year 
to the letter postage in order to get the Post Office 
Department out of the brambles whege they have 
putit withoutlaw. Three million dollars, | see by 
the Postmaster General’s recent report, is to be 
out upon letter postage in addition to its present 
oe me The letter postage now pays more than 
$100 for one that printed matter pays. The aver- 
age is $1 60 a pound for every pound of letters we 
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carry, but wé do not get half a cent a pound on 
yrinted matter; and yet this is the plan that is to 
be resorted to. You carry papers everywhere 
within thirty miles of the place of publication for 
nothing, and I believe get half a dollar a year for 
carrying, three handred newspapers anywhere 
over the country within five hundred miles. Itis 
merely nominal. We carry all the printed mat- 
ter, that costs Congress $2,000,000 to publish, for 
nothing. Whois 

W hoare the pack horses tocarry it? 


to be made to bear this burden ? 
Thos whose 


business requires them to write letters, and they 
now pay tenfold what it costs to carry their let- 
ters This ia to be done because it is said each 
service should pay for itself! Let anybody ex- 
amine and sec il the letter correspondence does 


not more than pay for itself. It pays tenfold what 
, and there is nota man within the hear- 
ing of my \ who does not know it; and yet 


if CUSILS 


the proposition now introduced into the Senate, 
m order to ¢ homize, is to tax It from forty to 
sixty per cent, more than it now is! 


‘This is not the time to go into that point, and! 
merely call the attention of the Senator from ‘Ten- 
e enormous outlays for jobs. Lhope 
olution will be referred to a select 
committee, and let them investigate these things. 
It will save usa vast deal of Jegislation. We shall 
find out where the money Let them report 
il, and the waste will be stopped by mie rely a re- 
without any legislation whatever. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. eet the Senator 
from Rhode Island seems to think that the Com- 
on Finance have been re spons ible in past 
time for not introducing proper legislation in re- 
gard to Post Office Now, | apprehend 
lation in regard to the Departments 

from the ay propriate committees, 
Chat is a matter for the Committee on the Post 
Office Department, and any interference in the way 


ol le at 


this re 


roes, 


pore 


mittee 


matters. 
that all le 





should come 


lation on the part of the Finance Commit- 


tee has wenerally been « 


; onsidered as a usurpation 
and as intrusive; and on that account they have 


not, ot late y' ars @8\ 7. introduced ke gf} sh: tive 
measures upon the appropriation bills. Linde ed, 
the only thing that would justify them in doing se 
would be the fact that there was an evi erying so 
loudly for rel f that there was no doubt that the 
measure Which they mieht st est would be such 


command the assent of I 
It is manifest that all such legislation 
as the Senater from Rhode 1 


as would 
Congress. 


oth Houses of 


land refers to, should 


> Committee, | 


came, nottrom the Minan 


ut from 
onnected with the va- 
Thatis all | wish tos iv. 

duty is 


W ihie h are « 
rious Departments 
So far as 


the committees 


concerned, it 
better to send it 


lL said | 


this particular 


does seem to me that it would be 


to a select commiuttce, althouch 


should 


withdraw all opposiion of you would give time 
enough to the Committee on I to do some- 
thing towards the task which ts proposed to be 
imposed on them Itis not my purpose to s 
anything on that matter. I think there is a good 
deal in what ti nator from Rhode Island says 
Mm regara t th Speck l fitness of a + ‘ com- 
mittes 

Mr. SEMMONS,. The Senator from Virginia 
seems to apprehend that [thought the Committee 
on bina eoucrhtto have recommended } risla- 
tion. J said no such thine. 2} sav. that when th: 
Cammittee on /inance recommenda ropriauons 
of millions of dollars to pay mail service, | 
think it is tueir duty to see whi the law jus- 
tifies the outlay; and if they find that the Post 


Office contracts, the mailicttings, are let contrary 
to law, it is thetr duty not to make an appropria- 
tion, but tocorreettheevil. ‘This bas been growing 
fortwelve years, and we have been voting millions 
on millions under it without the slightest author- 
ity in kaw for making those contracts at this mo- 
ment. ‘Phatus what | said. 

Mr. HUNTER. In regard to that, I would 
suegest to the Senator from Rhode Island that ut 
is mmpossible the Finance Committee could do 
that. ‘The estimates are not made for this or that 
particular contract, but for the service generally. 
tiow can they diseriminate? How can they as- 
certain? After a contract is made, are they to 
refuse to pay? On the contrary, the legislation 
to puta stop to that should come from some other 
committee, It is impossible that we could refuse 
‘Oo pay a man that had executed the service, 
whether this law was in existence and binding 
on the Department or not, is as obvious to other 
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members of the Senate as to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I only wish to say a word; 
I do not mean to protract this debate. If the 
Senator agrees with me in the proposition that is 
now made to refer this question to a select com- 
mittee, let us not injure the object we both have 
in view by debating an outside question. But 
what I understand by these mail contracts Is, that 
they are advertised in the public papers, and when 
a contract is advertised for carrying the mails in 
a different way from what the law justifies, I sup- 
pose the Committec on Finance should be apprised 
of it; but [do not say anything about it, as I never 
was on that committee. I should suppose, how- 
ever, that they would know when there was a 
large increased expenditure, so that an appropri- 
ation was called for; and { should think it would 
be natural for them to look at the law and see if 
the law had been complied with in advertising for 

‘The Postmaster General, after having 
let the eastern section, when he came to his own 
secuion, without leave or license from any law, 
departing from his own construction of the law, 
advertised that he would make a diiference be- 
tween post-coaches, and give old bidders who had 
contracts preference in all such things; thus driv- 
ing off all competition, when the law was intended 
to let everybody compete for the I say 
that the contracts in New York and New England, 
made under the old law, were as much as sixty 
per cent. higher than the ones made under this 
new law by Cave Johnson himself, the same Post- 
master General, but he afterwards practically al- 
tered the law, and then they went back to the old 
sum. 

Mr. YULEE. Did I understand the Senator 
to say that the Postmaster General had atlvertised 
that he would give preference to the old contract- 
ors in awarding contracts upon bids? 

Mr. SIMIMONS. I can have the exact lan- 
guage read to the Senate—not that he would give 
more money, but that at the same price he would 
give a preference to old contractors. I make no 
complaint of it, but what 1 complain of is, that he 
said he would give an additional price if the mails 
were to be carried in post-coaches over any other 
mode, and make a distinction between two and 
four-horse 


contracts. 


routes, 





coaches, which was against the law. 
Mr. YULEE. I think the Senator is mistaken 
even in that 


Mr. SIMMONS. Perhaps I am. 
, Mr. YULEE. Certainly he is mistaken in the 
other allegations; but | would say to the Senator, 
that it has grown to be very much the custom to 
make allegations aud imputations upon the Post 
Office Depart and the Postmaster General, 
OM INGUITY, Senators would find to be 
l would sugvest to the Senator, if he 


has any vreund 


nent 
unfounded, 
of complaint, that, if he will in- 
a resolation referring to the specific 
eround of complaint, and send it to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, they will 
make a rigid inquiry, and report. Lam satisfied 
thatin every particular in which the Senator has 
made charges just now against the practices of the 
Post Office Department, he is mistaken. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will notreply now, because 
I have not cot the books before me: but at the 
first opportunity | will read the advertisements, 
and show the chairman of the Post Office Com- 
mittee that Lam correct. 

Mr. STUART. The question before the Sen- 
ate, Mr. President, is simply as to whether it will 


be better, with a view to the result we all desire; to 


employ the Finance Committee ora special com- 
mittee, It seems to me that there are two or there 
reasons so obvious and so conclusive, that they 


ought to setile this question® First, the Commit- | 


tee on Finance has a permanent cierk, and in the 
long vacation has nothing else to do-than follow 
the directions of the committee in making the 
necessary investigations as to where reform can 
be introduced. In the next place, on every ap- 
propriation bill the estimates which furnish the 
basis of all, myestigation go to that committee. 
They have them before them. If they appear to 
be very large upon a given subject, ion can in- 
quire more easily, with more facility than any 
other committee, how has this happened? How 
does it happen that this large amount of money 
has been required for this particular service? An 
investigation into the law will answer; and if the 
case represented now by the Senator from Rhode 
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Island should be presented, the committee w 
then be in possession of the facts. I do not acer, 
with that Senator, that it has been inenmabent 
upon the Committee on Finance to make an in- 
vestigation in regard to Post Office laws. I aerop 
with the chairman of the Committee on Finance. 
that that has been the duty of the Committee oy 
the Post Office and Post Roads, to see whether 
avy further legislation were necessary. ; 
assume that it is; but I say that whether ir js o- 
not, is a legitimate question to beinquired into by 
that committee. 

But again, sir; it is not supposed by any Sen- 
ator that this ereat work of reform in the expend- 
itures of the Departments of this Government can 
be accomplished at this session. Very little ean 
be done about it; something can be done about jt 
Something can be done at this session, and some. 
thing at the next, and something at subsequent 
sessions; but I say that, whether it be done now 
or at any subsequent session, there is no other 
committee which has before it such facts within 
the scope of its usual inguiries, and is so placed 
at the very threshold of reformation, as the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and if, in its investigations, it 
shall think that a lawauthorizing a present ex- 
penditure ought to be repealed or modified, it can 
presentit, They would present it, and then cause 
the additional fact to which I referred the other 
day, that being presented by that committee jt 
has more moral power in this body than from any 
other committee that can be named. 

Again, sir, a special committee would be sub- 
jected to the charge of being agmere Buncombe 
committee, getting up facts for electioneering and 
other purposes. ‘The ingenuity of men is applied 
frequently in this way. 

For these various reasons, it seems to me, 
without detaining the Senate at all upon this 
question further, that a glance at these few facts 
will go to prove thatif there is to be a permanent 
system introduced of retrenchment in the expend- + 
itures of the Government, the vote of the Senate 
instructing the Committee on Finance to make 
and to continue this inquiry, is the better mode 
of effecting it. They have the means; they have 
a permanent clerk in vacation; they have the 
facts before them at each session where they 
must be observed. This is not true of any other 
committee, or of any single Senator who does be- 
long to that committee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, it seems to 
me that this subject is of sufficient importance to 
demand immediate action. We have been in- 
formed by the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance that that committee has no time to attend 
to this investigation during the presént.session. 
The appropriation bills are all before that com- 
mittee, and it seems to me that a proposition to 
commit the inquiry to them is intended to stave 
off this examination into the extravagance -and 
corruption of this Government. I hope that a 
special committee will be appointed, and that the 


ould 


I do not 


| honorable Senator from ‘Tennessee will be its 


chairman, and that his argus eyes and his entire 
time will be devoted to that committee for the 
residue of this session. 

Sir, the proposition to refer the subject to the 
Committee on Finance looks to the continuation 
of the abuses that now exist. It seems to me to 
be a proposition to extend indefinitely the pres- 
ent extravagantexpenditures of the Government, 
while the sending of it to a select committee 
looks to an immediate abrogation of these extrav- 
agant expenditures. I believe that the honorable 
Senator from Tennessee, as chairman‘of a select 
committee, would make a report upon which we 
could act before the termination of this short ses- 
sion. If he has not time to probe this matter to 
the bottom, give him more time; let himself and 
his committee sit in the interim, and let them 
probe not only the extravagance, but the corrup- 
tions that exist. We need only refer to the 
newspaper press to see that these corruptions are 


‘almost innumerable I want him to examine 


| 


them, and examine them at once. I want him to 
probe them to the bottom, and report to the Sen- 
ate, and I know he is the man to do it. I trusta 
special committee will be appointed. 

Mr. HALE. I believe, sir, the only time that 
ever this subject ofthe extravagance of an Ad- 
ministration in “power attracted the attention of 
the people, was in the year 1828, when the Ad- 
ministration of John Gainer Adams was put 
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down for its outrageous extravagance. It was the | 


ereat cry raised throughout the country, and they 
spent the enormous sum of between twelve and 
thirteen million dollars annually. Upon the pro- 
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tion received by the officers of the Army in this 
city. You will find colonels, lieutenant colonels, jj 


| and I do not know what not, whose whole cam-! 


fuseness and prodigality of that expenditure, a | 


party was called into existence which overthrew 
Mr. Adams’s Administration. Well, sir, Mr. 
Buchanan is an economical man, and pledges 
himself to give his aid to this investigating Com- 
mittee, if one should be raised, to ferret out all 
abuses, and to bring the country back to an eco- 


nomical administration; but he gives you, in his | 
annual message, (I hav@taken the trouble tosend | 
for it,) one datum that he is not going to have in- | 


troduced. It is said that comparisons 
ous and odious; and Mr. Buchanan 


e odor- 
oes not 


want to have that test applied to his administra- | 


tion, for he says: 

« Comparisons between the actual expenditure at the pre- 
sent tigie”?— 

Which in another page he tells us amounts to 
$81, 00 ,00G— 

“Comparisons between the actual expenditure at the 
present ume, and what it was ten or twenty years ago, are 
altogether fallacious.’’ 

If we find an Administration expending some 
twelve or even twenty millions, and another ex- 
pending eighty millions, and we undertake to in- 
stitute a comparison between them, he says it is 
altovether fallacious. 

Now, sir, | have no idea that the Finance Com- 
mittee will do anything at all about this matter. 


Ido not know that I am obliged to tell my rea- | 
sons why I thing so; but such is my belief, and 


i do not believe aselect committee will do a great 
deal. The thing that seems to stagger gentlemen 


from entering on this task is because it is so her- | 
culean; because the expenditures have become so 


enormous all around us in every department of the 
Government. Notwithstanding what the honora- 
ble chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads said, I say to you, and the report 
of the Postmaster General admits it, he has ad- 
ministered his Department in violation of what he 
says now he believes to be the law. The Postmas- 
ter General says, in his late communication, that 
he believes the law now is, that proposals for car- 
rying the mails should be aanell without making 
a discrimination between the dffferent modes of 
carrying in single wagons and post-coaches; and 
the remarks of the honorable Senator from Rhode 
Island in that respect are vindicated by the con- 
fessions of the Postmaster General himself. 

It was so when you established the post 
from the Mississippi river to California. 
law was utterly set at naught there; all the bids 
and all the provisions of law were violated. The 
heads of the Departments do it constantly, and 
they rely upon party discipline and a party ma- 
jority to see them safe here, and they generally 
find that that is a safe arm to lean upon. Your 
heads of Departments nullify your laws; they dis- 
regard them; and | tell you that it is utterly im- 
possible here to pass any laws for the retrench- 
ment of the expenditures of this Government that 
will be carried out unless they accord with the 
notions of the heads of Departments. If they like 
the law they will carry it out, and if they do not 
they will not; and they will come here and appeal 
toa party majority to sustain them. That has 
been the fact, and 1s the fact, and will be. 

Now, sir, | wanta select committee in this case; 
and 1 want a select committee not to be deterred 
from beginning the work because they may not 
have time to go over the whole sviied. If you 
getany committee, the Finance Committee, or a 
sélect committee, or a committee of this whole 
body, and if they say they will not investigate 
because they cannot go over the whole ground, 


road 
The 


they will never begin. Let a select committee be | 


raised and begin, and I will point them to a place 
that will give them work enough for this session; 
and I hope they will do it, and not refrain from 


doing it because they cannot go over the whole | 


of it; amd I will tell you where-I would begin: I 
would begin with the Lieutenant General of the 
Arm}, an office about as requisite for the admin- 
istration of the Government as it would be to have 
a town clerk of the weather in the city of Wash- 
ington. [Laughter.] Iwill show you that he is re- 
ceiving an annual compensation of $18,000, for 
doing nothing. I shall ask them to begin there, 


and then to look ata document printed here about | 
a year ago, showing the total annual compensa- || only in the pay account, but in the annual report 


paign, for yearsand years, consists in going from 
the Departments to dinner, and from dinner to 
bed, performing that service for Years, and drawing 
thousands and thousands and thousands out of 
your Treasury, for forage and servants, and com- 
mutations in all sorts of ways, by which 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
permit me tg ask him what disposition he would 
make of the officer whom he has just tried to 
create—senior flag-officer ? 

Mr. HALE. I would let him live, sir, in the 
grateful affections and the memory of his country, 
and die, when his time comes, redeemed from the 
odium afd reproach which the naval board under- 
took to fasten upon him. That is what I would 
let him do. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

I only mention this as one of the things thata 
select committee, if it is required, may look into, 
and ought to look into. I see that the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] is doing 
me the honor to listen to me, thoug!h it may be to 
reply with a scorching—I do not know what it 
will be—no matter, sir. [Laughter.] I had the 
honor last year to introduce a resolution into the 
Senate calling the attention of the honorable Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to the question, whether 
the law could not be so framed that the country 
might know what these officers get; whether, in- 
stead of fuel, and commutation for servants and 
horses, and forage—forage upon the Treasury, 
that is all, sir, [laughter}]—a specific sum might 
not be given, as has been done in the Navy, so 
that we might know what we pay these gentle- 
men. 

Well, sir, that committee have not reported, 
I doubt not for good, and just, and wise pur- 
poses; but I do hope, if this select committee is 
raised—and it se¢ms to be the opinion univer- 
sally tlfat, if it is raised, and you should be in 
the chair when it is appointed, you would appoint 
the Senator from ‘Tennessee at the head of it— 
these matters will attract its attention. I mention 
these things, and express the hope that the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, who I believe, notwithstanding the bad 
influences of a military education, is honest and 
intelligent, will favor lect committee with 





the selec 
some suggestions that may retrench the enormous 
and useless expenses of the Government in this 
particular. I shall go for a select committee; but 
I shall go against continuing their powers beyond 
this session, because I want them to do some- 
thing, and not refrain from doing something be- 
cause they cannot do everything. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire need not have had any apprehension of my 
replying to him. Tassure him that such was not 
my purpose; I merely want to relieve him. The 
subject to which he refers has been under consid- 
eration, though it is not involved in the mystery 
which he deseribes, and knew it better 
than the Senator from New Hampshire. He 
called on me this morning to know where the 
report was which gave him what every officer 
received, when all this commutation was changed 
into money. I sent for the report, but the clerk 
was out of my committee-room, or I should have 
laid it before him, when he could havesseen what 
every Officerereceived. It is now reported annu- 
ally to Congress; there is no mystery about it; 
but there is very great difficulty in fixinga salary. 
The Senator speaks of it as a very easy matter, 
He reminds me, somewhat, of a merchant who 
sent a supercargo abroad. When he came back 
ie rendered his account, and in it was ** 
hire,”? which the merchant disallowed, as not 
necessary to a supercargo. The next time lie re- 
turned, his account was examined and no ** horse 
hire’? found in it. He was commended for not 
having any horse hire in tnomapend account, bute 
he told him: §**Youdo not see it in the account, but, 
nevertheless, there is horse hire there,’’ [laugh- 
ter;] and so it is of the servants of whom he dis- 

, claims so loudly. They are found in the return 
of every officer of the Army; they are not found 
in the case of the Navy,and yet they exist. Every 
officer who goes on shipboard has the benefit of 
services rendered to him by the Government, and 
servants kept.on board for the benefit of the ofli- 
cers. In the Army, it appears, stands out, not 


no one 


horse 


which is made to Congress of which the Senator 
is advised. 

The PRESIDING OFF ICER. The question 
is on the amendment striking out * the Finance 
Committee,’’ and inserting ‘‘ a select committee, 
to consist of seven members.”? On this question 
the yeas and nays have been asked. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard. Bell, Bigler, Brown, Chandler, 
Chesnut, Clark, Clay, Coilamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Dur- 
kee, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, 
Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Jones, 
Kennedy, King, Pagh, Sebastian, Simmons, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, and Wade 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates. Broderick. Clingman. Da- 
vis» Doolittie, Douglas, Harlan, Houston, Johnson of Ark- 
ansas, Johnsen of Tennessee, Mallory, Polk, Reid, Rice, 
Seward, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Ward, Wilson, 
Wright, and Yulee—24. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.GWIN. I now move to strike out that 
portion of the resolution wifich was offered by the 
Senator from Michigan, and accepted by the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, in these words: © 

Provided; That in case said committee shall not be able 
to comply with this resolution during the present session of 
Congress, the duty shall be extended to the next and sub 
sequent sessions, for the purpose of more mature and com- 
plete action. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. In the discus- 
sion of this resolution, it has been conceded, I 
think, by pretty much every Senator who has 
spoken upon it, that a great deal cannot be done 
during the present session. The provision now 
proposed to be stricken out was submitted to me 
by the Senator from Michigan, and I thought it 
was the best under the circumstances; that wheth- 
era select committee or the Committee on Fi- 
nance undertook the investigation, the work could 
be commenced; but had no idea that it could be 
completed during the present session. Hence the 
amendment, as the resolution now stands, was 
accepted. I think it would be best to continue it 
in that shape. 

I wish to say in this connection—and I rose 
more for that purpose than any other—that I have 
introduced no resolution to create a select com- 
mittee. I am not the mover of a proposition of 
that sort, and if my proposition has been taken 
out of my hands by others, of course they entitle 
themselves to the courtesy that the mover of the 
resolution is always entitled to in selecting the 
chairman of the committee. Il am satisfied in my 
own rmaiind that the appointment of a select com- 
mittee will result in doing no good. The Com- 
mittee on Finance to-day, isin possession of more 
information necessary to an investigation of this 
sort, and the accomplishment of an end of this 
kind, than a select committee could be possessed 
of in the course of the next twelve months. If 
that committee could not complete their labors 
with the information they have, they could com- 
mence the work, and the Senate could indicate a 
determination that it was to be continued. Iam 
in hopes that the Senate will not strike out what 
is now proposed to be stricken out by the Senator 
from California. Inthe event of the adoption of 
the resolution in its present formy that Senator 
has entitled himself to the honorable distinction of 
being chairman of the committee. I have intro- 
duced no resolution to appoint a select committee. 

Mr. GWIN. Lonly wish to strike out this 
clause because 1 do not want to perpetuate the 
committee. All our committees expire at the close’ 
of this session, and they are reappointed at the 
beginning of the next session. I take it for grant- 
ed, rf a select committee is appointed, that a ma- 
jority of the Senate, having indicated their desire 
to have this investigation, will, on a motion being 
made, renew this committee. My onby object is 
to prevent the creation of a committee during this 
session of Congress that shall be in existence at 
the beginning of the next session. I want the 
general rule to prevail. In regard to my being 
chairman of the committee, 1 never dreamed of 
such a thing, and would not serve in such a posi- 

tion, because I have plenty to do on the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and that is the very reason I do 
not want it to go to thatcommittee. I think they 
have enough to do now; and, being a member of 
that committee, I would not serve upon this spe- 
cial committee under any circumstances. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope that this part of the 
resolution will be stricken out. If we are to have 
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a thorough investigation, I think it can only be 
made by the Committee on Finance; but the Sen- 
ate has decided otherwise, and decided that a 
select committee shall be appointed. Ido not want 
to add another standing committee to the Senate, 
a committee on retrenchment, and have that con- 
verted into a sinecure office. The committee who 
will have charge of this subject should have tine 
tomakean examination,and it will be time enough 
to decide whether they shall deserve to be con- 
tinued in their trust at the next session, when we 
shall see what they have accomplished at theend 
of this one; and we shall be better able to judge 
atthe next sessian whether the examination ought 
to be continued, or whether it must be abandoned 
as hopeless. 

Mi . PUGH. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Tennessee whether | understand him to say 
that he will not serve as chairman of a select 


committee sr 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 1 cannot serve 
as CnaAIrman. . 

Mr. PUGH. I voted for a select committee to 
secure the Senator’s services, and | move to re- 
consider the vole by which it was adopted. I 
would rather have the Committee on Finance, 
unless he 1s to be chairman of the select commit- 
ice, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I cannot serve, 
because I believe it will do no good. I amin 

arnest in the proposition, and I want to give it 
that direction which will make it beneficial to the 
country. 

Mr. PUGH. I move to reconsider the vote on 
the amendment of the Senator from California, 
providing for a select committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion is on the present amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. J submit tothe Chair that the 
motion submitted by the Senator from Ohio is first 
in order, most clearly. It is to reconsider the 
vote of the Senate which has just been.taken. I 
may be willing to vote with the Senator to re- 
consider if the resolution stands before the Sen- 
ate precisely as it stood when I voted upon that 
amendment; but if itis changed by striking out 
the last clause, | may then be unwilling to recon- 
sider. It isa privileged question; it is entitled to 
be considered before any amendment, or anything 
is done with the proposition before the Senate. 
Such, I think I may say, is the uniform practice 
of the Senate, and | appeal to all Senators to say 
if lam not richt. 

Mr. SEWARD. 


Perhaps the honorable Sen- 


ator from California will consent to let the motion> 


for reconsideration have precedence. 

Mr.GWIN. No. I want to perfect the reso- 
lution as a majority of the Senate indicated. ‘They 
wish to have a select committee, and I want this 

roviso stricken off. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The opinion 
of the Chair is that the Senator from Ohio has a 
right to enter his motion; but after that motion is 
submitted it is no longer a privileged question. 
The question first pending ts the amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from California to strike out 
the last proviso. If the Chair errs, he will be 
hap xy to be corrected by the Senate. 

My HAMLIN. I am ve ry certain that the 
Chair is wrong in its decision; but I do not want 
to take an appeal from it. 1 am very certain, 
however, that the decision is not in accordance 
with what has been the uniform practice of the 
Senate, and there is good reason for the practice. 
This is a privileged question; we want to take it 
now before we vote to change the proposition, 
or before we vote to see whether we shall ¢hange 
itor not. An amendment has been carried, and 
a proposition has been made to reconsider that 
vote, and the first question before the Senate is 
on its reconsideration. There can be no doubt 
about it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I would re- 
mark, in connection with what has been said on 
this question of precedence, that [ think the mo- 
tion to reconsider is clearly in order; and even 
after the motion is made and entered, it is subject 
to be called up by the mover, or any member of 
the Senate, at any time. It is’a privileged mo- 
tion. A motion to reconsider is moved, and that 


motion is before the Senate, and can be called up 
at any time. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 


submit the question to the Senate. Is it the pleas- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


ure of the Senate to entertain the motion of the | 


Senator from Ohio at this time? 

Mr. DAVIS. Let it it be done by unanimous 
consent—which dispenses with all rules in this 
body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection, The question is on the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote on the amendment 
which has been adopted. 

Mr. GWIN called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. KING. I shall vote for this motion to re- 
consider. I voted for the select committee from 
my confidence in the Senator from Tennessee, 
whom | supposed would be placed at the head of 
the committee, although I had considerable def- 
erence to his wish that it might be referred to the 
Finance Committee; but as that gentleman in- 
forms the Senate that he declines to serve on this 
committee, | am clearly of the opinion that the 
Finance Committee is the proper one. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I voted to adopt the amend- 
ment, and I shall now change my vote. I shall 
do it for two reasons: first, | have conferred with 
the Senator from Tennessee, and be assures me 
that it is his wish that the subject shail go to the 
Committee on Finance. He is the mover of the 
resolution; and I feel a desire, so far as I may in 
accordance with my own judgment, to act in co- 
operation with him. Ido it, secondly, because 
I see the whole thing is designed to have the go- 
by entirely. Strike out the Committee on Fi- 
nance, put ina select committee, and then strike 
off the power which they have in the last clause 
of the resolution to continue their researches be- 
yond the session, and you have a committee to 
act for a few days, and they will do just nothing. 
Let the Committee on Finance have charge of this 
matter; charge them with the continuation of the 
subject from session to session; and from the re- 
lations which they bear to the Government, we 
will hold them, and we will hold the Government, 
responsible for all that they ought to be respons- 
ible for; and we shall be willing to assume that 
part of the responsibility, as a legislative body, 
which belongs tous. ‘The responsibility, 1 am 
willing to admit, is divided. I know we are the 
legislative department; and at the other end of the 
avenue isthe executive department. Such at least 
is the theory of our Government, although I be- 


lieve in practice it is right the other way; they || 


legislate and we execute. They tell us the amount 
of money they ask for, and then we indorse it. 
They execute in point of faet, and we indorse 
their execution. When we do so; when we go 
beyond what our own judgment tells us is right, 
we ought to be held responsible for it. 

I want this committee to tell me what the ap- 
propriations are for the purpose of executing laws 
in existence; | want them to tell me what are the 
appropriations made without the authority of law, 
and at the mere instance and suggestion, not of a 
Department, but of some subordinate officer in a 
Department, some clerk of the third or fourth de- 
gree. | believe the Finance Committee is the com- 
mittee to do that; and we see plainly that, if it is 
to be referred to a select committee, and the power 
contained in the last clause of the resolution is 
stricken from them, just nothing atall is to be done. 
Let that committee which bears the relation to 


the Administration that the Finance Committee | 


does, have charge of this matter. Hold them re- 
sponsible for the discharge of their duty; and then 
hold the Government responsible for the expend- 
itures they make. For that reason, | shall vote 
to keep the resolution as it is, and refer it to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BROWN. I shall vote against the motion 
to reconsider, for the reason that I think a select 
committee can more appropriately discharge this 
duty than the standing Committee on Finance. 


That committee is already overwhelmed with | 


“business. It is ugerly out of the question for 
them to give this subject the consideration which 
its importance demands. As for the argument 
that you cannot perpetuate the existence of a se- 
lect committee beyond the close of the session, it 
holds equally good in reference to the Committee 
on Finance. When the session closes, the com- 
mittee ceases to exist; and yet you can have a 
sort of quasi perpetuation of the existence of the 
committee; and that just.as well in the person of 
a select committee as in that of one of the stand- 


| ing committees. 
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GLOBE. , January 17, 


—ee me eee 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen, 
ator suspend his remarks to receive 
from the House of Representatives ? 


Mr. BROWN. Certainly. 


DEATH OF HON. Ti L. HARRIS. 


The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. J. C. Airey 
its Clerk: ’ 

Mr. Prestpent: I am directed by the Heuse of Repre- 
sentatives to communicate to the Senate the Proceedings 


of the House on the announcement of the death of Tuowas 
L. Harris, late a member ofthat body. 


The resolutions of the House of Representa. 
tives wge read. 


a message 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, for the first 
time during my public service, it becomes m 
mournful duty to join in an official tribute of re. 
spect and veneration to the memory ofa deceased 
colleague from my own State. The message from 
the House of Representatives has announced to 
the Senate the death of Tuomas L. Haruis, a 

| well-known Representative from the State of IIljj- 
nois. His declining health—the result of severe 
exposure in the military service of his country— 
had long since impressed upon his family and 
immediate friends the stern necessity of prepar- 
ing their minds and hearts for this afflicting be- 
reavement. With a constitution broken, and 
sinking, slowly but certainly, under an incurable 
disefise, and while calmly awaiting a result which 
he was conscious was inevitable and rapidly ap- 
proathing, he retained and displayed the indom- 
itable energy, courage, and fortitude, which had 
characterized his whole life, and enabled him, 
until the hour of his death, to perform his whole 
duty to his —_— and to society—to his State 
and the Union. He died at his home in Peters- 
burg, Menard county, Illinois, on the 24th of No- 
vember last, of pulmonary consumptiqn. 

The history of Tuomas L. Harris may be 
studied and his example followed with safety and 
honor by the youth of ourcountry. Born in Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, on the 29th of October, 1816, 
he was only two years of age when his father 
died, leaving him and a younger brother depend- 
ent upon a widowed mother for support. By his 
own exertions, With the labor of his own hands, 
he obtained the means to acquire an education, 
and graduated with credit at Trinity College, 
Hartford, Connecticut, in 1841. During his se- 

| nior year in college, he became a student-at-law in 
_ the office of Governor Toucey, now Secretary of 
the Navy, and pursued his studies with assiduity 
and success. In December, 1841, he removed to 
Amherst county, Virginia, where he continued 
| the law, while teaching school to obtain the means 
of support. In 1842 he was admitted to the bar 
in Virginia, and the same year removed to Peters- 
burg, Menard county, Illinois, where he com- 
menced the practice of his profession, and resided 
until the period of hisdeath. He rose rapidly in his 
profession, and had already acquired an enviable 
reputation as a lawyer, when the Mexican war 
broke out and called him to another field of duty. 
In May, 1846, he raised a company of volunteers 
and was elected their captain. e* joined the 
fourth regiment of Illinois volunteers, under the 
| command of Colonel Baker; and on the 4th of 
July, of that year, was elected major of the regi- 
ment. After reaching Mexico, the absence and 
sickness of the colonel and lieutenant-colonel de- 
volved the command of the regiment upon Major 
Harris; and in this position he displayed, in an 
eminent degree, the qualities of the soldier and the 
officer—courage, energy, promptitude, and dis- 
cipline. He soon became conspicuous, winning 
the applause of his superiors and the confidence 
and love of those under his command. At Vera 
Cruz, as well as Cerro Gordo, after the fall of 
General Shields, when the command of the brig- 
ade devolved upon Colonel Baker, and that of 
the regiment upon Major Harris, in consequence 
of the sickness of the lieutenant-colonel, the gal- 
| lantry of my friend became historical, as appears 
by the official dispatches of General Scott, com- 
| manding in chief, and those of Major General 
Patterson and Colonel Baker, under whose im- 
mediate orders he acted. - 
During his absence in Mexico, Major Harris 
| waselected by the people to the Senate of Illinois, 
_ notwithstanding the district had previously given 
\\a decided majority in opposition to the political 
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to which he belonged. Returning from the 
war, surrounded with honors which his fellow- 
citizens all took pride in awarding to him, and 
which he bore witha modesty in harmony with his 
character, he again engaged in the practice of his 
srofession with that earnestness of character 


party 


which was a part of his nature. But he had be- 
come an object of too much public interest to be 
allowed to remain long in private life. In 1848, 
he became the nominee of the Democratic party 
(with which he was always thoroughly identified ) 
for Congress, in a district which had uniformly 
given & decided Opposition majority, and was 
triumphantly elected, upon the distinct issue of 
non-intervention by Congress with slavery in the 
States or Territories. His coursein Congress was 
pold, manly, and unequivocal; always adhering 
strictly to the principles on which he was elected. 
He supported, by vote and speech, the legislation 
of 1850, known as the compromise measures; and 
never failed to defend the authors of those meas- 
ures and the principles involved in them, when- 
ever and wherever assailed. 

In 1854, when sectional strife raged with its 

greatest fury, and men of less nerve quailed before 
the storm, Major Harris again became the can- 
didate of his party for Congress in his district, 
which had been changed so as to conform to the 
new apportionment, and was then represented by 
a political opponent. In this contest, he stood 
forth the bold and fearless champion of the prin- 
ciples embodied in the Kansas-Nebraska act; and 
in that distinct issue, he was elected by about two 
hundred majority over his popular antag@qnist. 
Maintaining in ieee. with ability and fidel- 
ity, the principles on which he was elected, he for 
the third time became the chosen leader of his 
party, by a’ unanimous vote, in 1856; and, after 
anarduous and severe canvass, pending the pres- 
idential election of that year, he was reélected by 
about two thousand majority. ‘The course which 
Major Hirais felt it his duty to pursue on the 
important and exciting questions which engrossed 
the attention of Cengress during the last session, 
is familiar to the Senate and the country. What- 
ever diversity of opinion may exist, here or else- 
where, in regard to the merits of that controversy, 
all will unite in bearing testimony to the ability, 
fidelity, and gallantry, with which he maintained 
and defended his conscientious convictions. 

When Congress adjourned, he returned to his 
home in the beloved State of his adoption, worn 
down and exhausted by excessive labors, and 
sinking slowly under the effects of a disease which 
even his energy and will could no longer resist. 
He received the unanimous nomination of the 
Democratic party for reélection to Congress, and 
was sosletted on the 2d of last November by about 
four thousand majority. Contrary to the advice 
of his physician, and in opposition to the urgent 
and affectionate remonstrances of his friends, he 
insisted upon being carried to the polls, that he 
might pay the last tribute to his political faith, and 
perform his last duty to his country. He lived to 
receive complete returns of the election in the en- 
tire State, and to write affectionate letters of con- 
gratulation to those with whom he had uniformly 
acted on public questions, and in whose success 
he cherished a deep and heartfelt interest. While 
the coantry at large will mourn the loss of a brave 
and true man, whose patriotic services in the field 
and in the councils of the nation gave promise of 
a brilliant and useful future, we of Illinois, who 


knew him best in all the relations of life, can alone | 


fully appreciate the extent of our loss. 


Major Harnris left a wife and four small chil- 


dren, to whom he was tenderly, ardently, devot- 
edly attached. Of them, their afiliction, their loss, 
Iwill not attempt to speak. God alone can pour 
consolation into their hearts. 

I offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate receive with sincere regret 
the announcement of the death of Hon. Tuomas L. HaRrts, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the 
State of Illinois, and tender to the relatives of the deceased 
the assurance of their sympathy with them under the be- 
reavement they have been called to sustain. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Major Harris a certified copy 
of the foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, That in token offespect for the memory of the 
deceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, in rising to 
second these resolutions, I beg leave to add a few 
words to the remarks ofthe honorable Senator from 
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Illinois. After the eloquent and appropriate ob- 
servations of that Senator, to which we have just 
listened, it only remains for me to touch briefly , 
upon some incidents in the life of the late Tuomas 
L. Harris, which occurred, as it were, under my 
personal observation. I was a citizen of Illinois 

| when the deceased became a resident of that State 
in 1842. He was a member of the legal profes- 
sion, and as such soon succeeded inestablishing in 
his new home an enviable reputation at the bar for 
diligence, probity, and ability. Ile wasa man of 
clear intellect, cool courage, and a high ser 
honor. In the practice of his profession, in the 
legislation of his State, on the battle-fields of 
Mexico, or in the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, whenever or wher- 
ever duty summoned him to act, he obeyed the 
summons in the spirit of an honest and gallant 
and high-souled man—a man true to his duty, his 
conscience, and his country. 

In the spring of 1846, the State of Illinois raised 
and equipped four gallant regiments of volunteers 
to serve in the war with Mexico. Tuomas L. 
Haranis received the appointment of major in one 
of those regiments—a regiment which formed a 
part of the first brigade, which I had the honor 
to command. In the summer of that year, we 
sailed for Mexico, and landed at Brazos de Sant- 
iago. Upon our arrival in that country, to our 
great regret, we found it necessary to encamp for 
a time on the lower Rio Grande to await our sup- 
plies. Placed in a low, unhealthy region of coun- 
try, this temporary camp proved extremely dis- 
astrous to our unacelimated troops. Disease and 

, death invaded our ranks and made sad havoc 
among our raw levies. The sound of the muffled 
drum, the requiem of some lost companion, was 
the doleful music that day by day assailed our 
ears and smote upon our hearts. [t was during 
this trying period that Taomas L. Harris exhib- 
ited those qualities of gentieness and humanity 
that always accompany true courage in a refined 
and noble nature. He forgot himself in bis de- 
votion to others. Day and night he traversed the 
camp, from tent to tent, cheering, encouraging, 
and consoling his suffering companions. It was 
in the discharge of these humane duties, at that 
time and place, that he contracted the seeds of that | 
disease which undermined his health and strength, 
and pursued him down to an untimely grave. 
Upon the arrival of our supplies, we were able to 
ascend the river and select a more healthy posi- 
tion; and here I was appointed to another com- 
mand which separated me for a time from that 
brigade. Early in the spring of 1847, we came 
together again, at the siege of Vera Cruz. Dur- 
| ing the pendency of that siege, the deceased ac- 
quitted himself with conspicuous courage and gal- 
lantry. He commanded aselect detachment from 
| the brigade, in a general attack upon the enemy’s 
outposts, and performed the service with resolu- 
tion, sagacity, and intrepidity. 

Late in the evening of the 17th of April of the 
same year, our brigade of New York and Illinois 
volunteers halted at the foot of Cerro Gordo, to 
be ready to take an early part in the expected en- 
gagement of the nextday. On the ground near 
where we happened to halt lay three pieces of 
artillery—a twenty-four pounder and two twenty- 
four pound howitzers, which the engineers had 
brought there in the hope of having them placed 
in battery on the summit of an adjoining hill, to 
be ready to open upon one of the enemy’s bat- 
tertes next morning. Night had fallen before the 
attempt could be made; and the darkness of the 
night, and the precipitous nature of the ascent, 
made them begin to think of abandoning the un- 
dertaking as hopeless and impossible. But the 

| volunteers were not accustomed to consider any- 
thing impossible that had been positively ordered 
to be done. They manifested the utmost anxiety 
to try their strength on the twenty-four pounder; 
_ and as it could do no harm to gratify their wishes, 
1 detailed five hundred men,S™hder the command 
| of Major Harnis, to make the experiment. The 
experiment was made; and, to the astonishment 
of us all, proved completely successful. In the 
| darkness of night that huge cannon was hauled 
up a rugged acclivity, the very sight of which 
| might have deterred them from even making the 
, attempt, had they been only able to see it in the 
full light of day. This little battery of three 
| pieces of artillery did effective service in the battle 
‘next morning. Our historians make mention of 
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this as a remarkable feat, and tell us it was per- 
formed the night before the battle; but, in justice 
to the memory of the dead, I take this occasion 
to tell the Senate and the country by whom it was 
performed. ° 

Early on the morning of the 18th, our brigade 
received orders to advance across rugged, broken 
pedrigal, attack the reserve of the Mexican army 
under the immediate command of Santa Anna, 
and seize the Jalapa road, in order to cut off his 
retreat to the capital. This movement Was ex- 
ecuted with rapidity and success. The attack 
was so sudden and unexpected, that Santa Anna 
had barely time to effect his escape by flying into 
the adjoining woods, leaving his carriage, bag- 
gage, money, and plate, in the hands of the vol- 
unteers. The surprise was so complete that the 
whole medical staff of the Mexican army were 
surrounded and captured in their hospitals before 
they had the slightest suspicion that our troops 
were in that vicinity. ‘Throughout this sharp 
and spirited engagement there was no officer or 
soldier of that brigade who exhibited more daunt- 
less courage and brilliant intrepidity than the 
gallant man whose untimely loss we this day 
deplore. 

Mr. President, I considered it due to our past 
relations to refer to these incidents of his life, be- 
cause they happen to be within my own knowl- 
edge. It was like adebt due to the memory of 
a deceased friend, which the occasion called upon 
me.to discharge. It was a sacred offering which 
I deemed it my duty to depose upon the tomb of 
a deceased companion; and having performed 
this sad, but sincere and earnest duty, I cannot 
think it necessary to refer to his public services 
asastatesman. These are part of the history of 
the country. ‘ihey have been handsomely al- 
luded to by his distinguished colleague, the Seh- 
ator from Illin It is sufficient to say, that the 
deceased brou to the conduct of public affairs, 
on all occas the same resolute and noble 
spirit whic!) he was accustomed to exhibit in the 
suffering ca: or on the field of battle.. May his 
spirit rest i peace! 

I second the resolutions. 


| 

| Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, it is the custom 
of our body, upon the announcement of the death 
of one of our brethren, either of this Chamber or 
of the other, that the fact should be noticed not 
merely by those who belong to the same imme- 
diate section, or who hold very near political or 
personal relations to the deceased, but that it 

| should also be responded to by those who do not 
stand exactly in such relftions.. It is a usage 
worthy to be preserved. It speaks to the heart 
and to the mind of that which makes us really 
one people—fraternity. It speaks, also, to his- 
tory of that which ] trust is long to remain, by 
the codperation of Men from every portion of our 
wide expanded country, the one great object— 
the common good of the whole. It belongs, too, 
to the civilization of the age, whilst we raise the 
little heap over the remains of the departed, that 
we should smoothe every trace of controversy 
which has existed in life, and leave upon the 
grave only the flowers of affection and the cypress 
of sorrow. 

But mine, sir, is not the performance of that 
mere formal task. I come bringing the heart’s 
offering. Such is my willing contribution to the 
pile which affection and justice are rearing to the 
memory of the deceased. Each revolving year 
but impresses me more and more with the sense 
of obligation for benefits conferred, and the inad- 
equacy of the return I have been able to make to 
my fellow-men for the kindness which they have 
bestowed. ‘This is an instance of that species of 
regret. To the deceased | am indebted for ser- 
vices which friendship only gives—a friendship 
which I had no right to claim or even to expect 

| from him; services rendered on more than one 
occasion, and rendered, too, when it was least 
likely 1 should ever know it. It is with mea 
matter of deep regret that I never sufficiently man- 
ifested to him the gratitude which I felt, and yet 
feel. My language would fail meif | were to at- 
tempt to express all that I believe of him, and all 
that I think is a just tribute to his memory. My 
heart feels what my tongue cannot express. If 
it be permitted to spirits in the land of the de- 
parted to note the acts of those they bave left be- 
hind, I trust the tribute whieh L offer to his mem- 
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ory will not be unwelcome to his spirit: it is the 
tribute of the heart, which I cannot express. 





Truly, has our path of late been strewn with) 


monitors to the living of the vanity af life’s toils 
and troubles. One after another of those who 
have been connected with us in the labors of leg- 
islation, pass away; andas we look back on those, 
e most distinguished, are we not solemnly 
warned how ephemeral are all our efforts, how 
vain are the cares which engross the mind, and 
the struggles which occupy us day and night, to 
weave that web which the next breeze may bear 
away forever. Thus do we go on toiling singly 
and together, alas, but to blow the little bubbles 
of our temporary struggles, which the next wave 
of the tide of time would bear to oblivion. The 
present is an instance which cemes to me with 
peculiar impressiveness. ‘Che Senator from Il- 
linois has well described how his exposure inthe 
camp, and his toil in the council hastened his 
death. In this earnest and excited labor he is but 
another instance of the many which surround.us, 
how far ambition, even leading to misplaced ex- 
ertions, robs youth of its spring time, and has- 
tens us on prematurely, to the languid step, the 
hollow cheek, the dimmed eye, which wintry age 
alone should bring. Around us, I say, Senators, 
are strewn the wrecks which such an encounter 
with the storms of life has daily made. Around 
us they stand as monitors tothe living, and though 
silently, yet forcibly do they appeal to the living 
for that tribute which is due to the dead, the of- 
fering which patriotism brings when itapproaches 
the altar where man has sacrificed himself to his 
country. 

The deceased, both in peace and war, showed 
that he realized that oblization of the citizen of 
the Republic which denies that he shall consider 
himself as living for his family only. True to 
his friends in private life; true to his country in 
official position; true to himself, may we not ven- 
ture to hope that he has gone to his God to re- 
ceive the reward which justice gives to truth and 
manliness? Studious and conscientious, he was 
remarkable for the accuracy 
and this gave to him especial value in council. 
Long will he be remembered by those who went 
to him as a sort of walking lexicon of current 
events, and often must he be missed by them 
when they require his aid and counsel. To his 
friends sorrow and regret must long remain. 
Others may look upon his career as fulfilling the 


‘y of his knowledge; 


measure of his mission; his friends must still 
deplore his early lo The winter of man has 
no returning spring; the flowers wither and fade, 
never to bloom again.’ In this instance the muf- 
fled drum has beaten the last march of the sol- 
dier; the lamp of the statesman is exunguished. 
It but remains, then, for the tear of aifection to 
fall upon his grave; for the prayer of patriotism 
to follow the spirit of the d&par 
him that which patriotism claims for the man who 
lived for his country and died as became it. 


. a 
d, and give to 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
and the Senate adjourned 


HOUSE Of REPRI 
Monpay, J 


SENTATIVES. 

17, 1859. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

by Rev. Brnon Sunpereanp, D. D, 
The Journal of Satui day was read and approved. 


iuar 


Prayer 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

The SPEAKER announced, asthe special com- 
mittee, to which was referred Llouse joint reso- 
lution (No. 47) directory to the Secretary of War 
respecting certain surveys in ‘lennessee and Ken- 
tucky, Messrs. Atkins, Corning, Crank of Mis- 
sourt, Unperwoop, and Kevioce. 

NEW MEMBER QUALIFIED. 

Hon. Tuomas J Banr,.of New York, elected 
to fll the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Hon. John Kelly, appeared and took the usual 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States, 

NIGHT SESSIONS. 

The SPEAKER stated the question first in 
order to be the motion of the gentleman from Mis- 
sour, [Mr. Pwees,] thatthe rules be suspended 
for the introduction of the following resolution: 


_ Resolved, That during the ensuing two weeks it shall be | 
im order each day after to-day for the Committee of the | 
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Whole on the state of the Union to take a recess until seven 
o’clock, p. m., after which hour general debate may be in- 
dulged in: Provided, That no vote shall be taken at such 
evening sessions, except on motions that the committec do 
rise and the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the rules being 
suspended, the resolution was entertained. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, called the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- 
sider the vote just taken; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

ry’ 

The latter motion was agre ed to. 

HANNIBAL GRAHAM, 

On motion of Mr. KEITT, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Hannibal Graham, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the three days, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, the 25th, 26th, and 27th of this month, be, and 


the same fre hereby, sect aside for the consideration of ter- 
ritorial business, 


Mr. MORGAN. 


of the re 


[ object to the introduction 
olution, unless there is a condition at- 
tached to it that, during the three days named, 
there shall be no provision considered for the ad- 
ion of 


« 


mis new otates. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Then I move 
that the rules be suspended. 


Mr. MORGAN. Ido not object to the usual 
resolution. IL only object to that portion of the 
gentleman’s resolution which may include the ad- 
mission of new St 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. ThatI propose 
to leave to the decision of the House. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Minois. 1 hopethe gentle- 
man will not press his resolution now. If he 
does, others may ask to offer and press other prop- 
ositions. There is another matter which will be 
called to the attention of the House to-day. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I have no ob- 
jection to its being postponed, provided it will 
come up the first thing next Monday. 

The SPEAKER. It will. 


DEATH OF HON. T. L. HARRIS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, by 
appointment of my colleagues, | rise to the per- 
formance of a difficult and painful duty; difficult 
to present the one to whom | am to refer as he 
was; difficult to imprint upon the mind his char- 
acter, his genius, and his virtues,as exhibited in 
an eventful life; painful, as I am to speak of him 
whom a family, society, a State, and a nation 
mourn; painful, as a star of the first magnitude 
has been stricken from the bright constellation of 
American statesmen and patriots; painful, as the 
loss we deplore is to be measured by an infinity 
of time. 

When, sir, I look upon the chair, immediately 
in front of where I stand, the melancholy reflec- 
tion rushes back upon me with all its chilling and 
startling effect that he who once filled it is repos- 
ing with the dead! Since our last adjournment, 
Major Tuomas L. Harris, a Representative on 
this floor from the sixth congressional district in 
the State of Illinois, has paid nature’s great debt, 
and passed from life unto death. He soon fol- 
lowed to the charnel-house the lamented member 
from Mississippi, General John A. Quitman, 
who, living, was his friend and companion-in- 
arms, and who, gone, his fellow-traveler through 
the dark valley which stretches out beyond the 
bburnof time. Thus, two of the brightest moral 
and intellectual lights which shone within the 
circle of these seatg, have gone out in darkness 
forever, and our Hig@ris may well be shrouded in 
mourning. 

Prhaps it has never before fallen to this branch 


ates. 


of ..e national Legislature.to weep the death of | 


two such distinguished men; and their departure 
to the bright land of spirits discloses to us the 


vanity of all earthly things, and ‘“‘what a 
ee an | 


we are, and what shadows we pursue.’”’ 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down; he 
fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.” 
When tossed upon the white-capped waves of a 





i| 


| than the moment he is erforming the last mo 


| he realizes that he too must soon pass the 





rough sea, there is ng time more profitable to him 
urn- 
ave 
Then 


: c “ utter 
most verge of life, which skirts the entrance into 


another world, and close his eyes upon earth for. 
ever. Oh, sir, what a lesson of wisdom we are 
taught by the sad and afilicting bereavements 
which have overtaken us! Howshould they stil] 
the pulsations of anger, and lead us to cultivate 
the feeling that we are brothers in life, and must 
be companions in the grave. 1 know full well that 
this sentiment actuated the deceased; that there 
was.a mutual high appreciation of each other. 
which is no matter of astonishment when we re. 
flect they were of the same type of men. In man! 

attributes; in the gildness and modesty of true 


ful funeral rites over beloved friends, who } 
gone down as sand-drops into eternity, 


| bravery; in gallant bearing; in the courteousness 


of the gentleman; in the generous impulses of the 
heart; in physical and moral courage, two quali- 
ties rarely found united in so eminent a degree in 
the same persons, they were alike. - 

illinois, therefore, asks for herself the richt to 
mingle her sympathy with Mississippi, and to 
drop a tear upon the tomb of her illustrious dead, 
The broad and mighty river which sweeps by her 
western border pours its waters along the shores 
of the sunny State he loved so passionately arid 
served so faithfully, and is symbolical of that cur- 
rent of public grief which reaches from one to the 
other; we claim a common inheritance in his great 
name and chivalrous deeds, and the right of bring- 
ing to his sepulcher the grateful tributes of affec- 
tion and regard. There is an attribute of human- 
ity common to us all—that of sorrow, when the 
greatand good pass away;and Mississippi mourns 
a Harris, while Illinois mourns a Quirmay. 

The eulogiums passed upon General Quitman 
a few days ago, and which he so well merited, 
wrought out feom the rarest treasures ofthe mind, 
and enriched with a literary fragrance, will rest 
upon his life and the consecrated spot of his en- 
tombmentas the mellow sun-light upon the world 
when night is stretching out its dark curtain over 
it; and no true son of Illinois will ever desire to 
dim the bright effulgence or efface the gorgeous 
drapery, but rather to add additional radiance and 
beauty to them. I hope the time will never come 
vhen our estimation of sterling character and dis- 
tinguished public worth shall be bounded by the 
narrow limits of a State, but that we shall always 
see everywhere, all over our extended land, men 
of shining qualities to challenge our admiration 
and insure our gratitude. Mississippi, sir,'can 
create no feelings of envy or jealousy in the bo- 
som of Illinois, which can induce us to depreciate 
her illustrious citizen on account of the place of 
his residence; still I will not attempt to conceal the 
fact that we feel a just local pride in the recollec- 
tion of our own Harris; and I only regret that I 
cannot do more to perpetuate and embalm his 
memory than drop a green sprig into his grave as 
I pass around it in the cortege of mourners; that I 
have not words to do justice to his character, or 
present a more faithful portraiture of those merits 
which adorned his useful and brilliant, but, alas! 
too short, career. We can see, wecan realize in 
our associations with the truly meritorious, scenes 
and characteristics which we cannot déheribe. 
There are a thousand little streams, striking off 
at tangents from the main current, which rise #t 
the same fountain and flow to the same point, that 
are difficult to dot on life’s map, especially in what 
must necessarily be a very brief eulogy; and yet 
they are parts of one beautiful and harmonious 
whole. 

It was at the instigation of Major Harrrs that 


| the Ilinois delegation in the Cincinnati conven- 


| often seen his erect and man! 


| born at Norwi 


tion cast their votes in that body for General 
Quitman as the candidate for Vice President; and 
had he been standing here where we have so 
form, at the mo- 
ment his death was announced, none would have 
been more anxious than he to do justice to the 
great worth and intrepid valor of that deceased 
officer. How truly may it be said of them, * they 
were lovely and pleasayt in their lives, and in 
their death they were n&t divided.” 

Major Harris wasa native of Connecticut, and 
grew up to the stature of manhood among the 
hardy and enterprising New Englanders.. He was 

a, in that State, on the 29th day 
of October, 1816, and received a collegiate educa- 
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on at Washington (now Trinity) College, Hart- 
fi rd, solely by means of his own exertions: for 
he was not nurtured in the lap of luxury or wealth, 
but knew what it was to eat the bread of penury 


ti 


and toil. Naturally of a bold and daring spirit, 
he could not be confined to the mere details of a 
monotonous life. His was a higher destiny and 
nobler aim, and a divinity shaped his course. His 
place of 1 itivity offering no sufficient inducements 
for the development of those rare qualities and 
endowments which distinguished his after life, 
the great conservative West, which stands as a 
bulwark between the extremes of views in the 
nation, seemed to invite him to its locality, and its 
democratic sentiment to be congenial to his own. 
Turning from the scenes of his childhood and 
the associations of youth, endeared to him by 
thousand ties of hallowed recollection, poor, 
friendless, without patronage, and depending upon 
himself, he went out into the great world, unaided 
and alone, the architect of his own fortune. Di- 
recting his footsteps as a stranger to a strange 
land—to the Mississippi valley—that extensive 
field of generous rivalry, where honor and dis- 
tinction are achieved by those who are capable of 
grasping and worthy of holding them, and are 
not conferred by family or wealth; where neo ar- 
bitrary conventional rules exclude from public 
places the meritorious poor; Illinois was so for- 
tunate as to receive him as her adopted son, and 
shi shed him as a favorite child. 
In 1842, at the age of twenty-five, he settled at 
pringfield, the capital of that State, but soon af- 
rremoved to Petersburg, Menard county, where 
commenced the practice of his profi sion, and 
at once took his position at the head of an able 
bar. Perhaps no man was ever more remarkable 
for his indomitable energy and untiring industry. 
In his investigation of subjects he did not skim 
over them, as the sea-bird over the waves, scarce 
dipping its bosom in their snowy crests, but ex- 
plored their remotest and most mysterious cham- 
bers, and brought to light whatever hidden treas- 
ures were useful orvaluable. Ele was eminently 
a practical and philosophical man, and indulged 
in no vain or idle words, or sought to decorate 
his subject wifi mere tinsel of language, though 
he frequently strewed the pathway of debate with 
brilliantand sparkling gems. Blessed with aclear, 
methodical, an@ logical intellect, he chose rather 
to deal in facts than ornament or illustrations; 
and was, moreover, a most forcible reasoner. 
His eloquence was the eloquence of unadorned 
truth, and he never failed to impress it upon his 
hearers. They could not escape the force of his 
arguments or the sincerity of hisconvictions. He 
did not drive with the impetuosity of the storms 
but like a placid river, smoothly, quietly, stead- 
ily, and surely, moved on. Nor was his tl 
thunderbolt dashed against the- trembling oak, or 
the lurid sheet of lightning that wrapped itin flame, 
but the steady rays of a meridian sun, drawn to 
a focus by a converging glass, and burning with 
an intense melting heat. If, however, engaged 
in an intellectual controversy with an adversary 
worthy of his powers, his mind was like an agi- 
tated lake, with brilliant flashes of light playing 
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= 


allaver it, and acted with the velocity of lightning. | 


His conclusions were reached as if by intuition. 
Perhaps no one was ever more fortunate at repar- 


tee; and his sarcasms were withering and terrible.* 


When aroused, they fell upon his antagonist like 
a thousand spears tipped with fire. He was 
always self-possessed, and equally at home at 
the hustings, the bar, and in the legislative hall, 
and was the ornament of each. 

Superadded to his mental endowments was a 
gentleness of manners and an integrity of charac- 
ter that made him at once the favorite of the peo- 
ple. Within three years from the time of Jis 
settlementin his new home, he was elected a mem- 
ber of the State Senate, but never entered upon the 
duties of that office, owing to the war between the 
United States and Mexico, which opened to him 
anew field of action. Burning with an ardent 
patrietism, and impressed by a sense of obligation 
to his country to redress its wrongs, vindicate 
its honor, and bear forward its flag, he preferred 
the tented field to the legislative hall, and resigned 
his senatorial position. Possessed of no titled 
parchment to give him rank or command, he en- 
rolled as a private, but was soon after promoted by 
his fellow-soldiers. Merit like his could not long 
be kept concealed. He was elected major of his 
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regiment, and served a part of the time as colonel. 
That he wasa courageous warrior, as well as able 
statesman, the battery he planted upon the hill 4 
opposite Cerro Gordo the night before the battle, 


sible, and almost superhuman,) and his many 
other acts of personal bravery, well attest. In-| b 
deed, he combined in himself many of the ele- | k 
ments of a great Fearless even to a. | 
fault, fertile in expedients, skillful in strategy, s 
quick to comprehend, and bold and prompt toex- | t 
ecute, he saw gta giance the posits 
and bravely marched to it. No officer was ever 

more beloved by his troops. His kindness to. n 


them, his attention to their wants, sharing with 


them as he did all the | 
and never asking them toego wher was not 

willing to lead the way, caused them to regard him | \ 
with the most tender affection; and in af 


captain. 


nto oceupy, Ss 
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sion, a recital of his labors in the national Con- 


They properly belong to the historian, 


and constitute the brightest flowers in the « haplet 


1 


which.adorns his memory. Those who entered 
jh work which the Mexicans regarded & impos- | tl 
witnessed the ability and integrity 


1is House eotemporaneous with him, and have 
which he 
rought to the discharge ofevery public duty, enly 
now how to appreciate his loss to the nation. 
lis senior in years, but his junior here, | only 
rved with him in a legislative capacity during 


, but even that brief period was 


he last session 
ufficiently long to enable me to learn his value to 
s country. Rarely has it fallen to the lot of any 


1an to possess so many public and private vir- 


tues. A true and faithful soldier of prineiple, 


unpaign, l) 


ver the hope of reward, or tl frowns of 
wer could swerve him from the line of duty— 
\ re that bade him to #o, he went; where it bade 


i 
im stop, he stopped. I firmly believe, sir, ifdeath 
d 


when he became a candidate for political offices, | had stared himin the fac whe would have marche 

they gave him the most convincing proof of their ip to its destructive battery with a brave neart, 
attachment. Many a one of these hardy soldiers unblenching eye, and ste: ly rve, rather than to 
will make a pilgrimage to the quiet little grave- | have yielded one jot or tuttle of his Integrity. 
yard where rest the remains of their beloved com- | Justus propositi tenaz. Tle knew no expediency; 
mander; and the tear will steal from the eye, and. was free trom the tricks of the p an, and re- 
the heart will pour forth its grief, over all that is || lied upon truth, justice, and the intelligence of the 
mortal of Tuomas L. Harris. eople for his vindication, With him the past is 


Never, while the | } 
e % 


pulsations of life shall beat, will his virtues be 





well, and the future secure, Al 


Vs since re, pos- 


erased from the tablet of their memories, but a itive, frank, open, manly, noble, there was nbd de- 
recollection of him will be the cherished jewel in ceitin him. Ee never betrayed a friend ora trust, 
the casket of the soul. } or deceived an enemy, ifenemy he had. As you 
But, Mr. Speaker, it was not alone on the © left him, you found him; corruption never ven- 
tented field, in the deadly breach, on the blazing tured to stretch out its tempting and polluting 
height, hand toward him Hie was above su pieion, and 
Where leaden mail and iron hail’? office was only held by him asa meansof serving 

pour d forth their work of death, that the de- | the public. Hle never would have aces pted one 
ceased shone most conspicuously, or was known it the price of dishonor, fo mared In an ate 
to his admiring countrymen. Asastatesman and | mosphereabovethe mere gam ¢ politician, who 
legislator, he possesst d abilities of a higrh order, ulways a sycophant at foot of power, and 
which, were called into constant and active requi- || betrays every confidence in turn which may be 
sition. Upon his return from the Mexican war | confided in him. His was a pure and laudable 
he was nominated for Congress by the Demo- | ambition, springing from a disinterested patriot- 
cratic party of the district in which he lived. He ism, and imparting a healthy vigor and purifying 


entered upon the canvass under the most dis- 
couraging circumstances. A large majority of the 
ntiment. 


nteaiton thi 


district was opposed to him an political 
No Democrat had ever repres 
and his opponent was a man of acknowledged 
powers as a debater, of high standing, and every- 
where regarded as the ablest lawyer in the State, 
and possessed the confidence of his friends. N 
a doubt of his success rested upon their 
while Major Harris was thought to be leadinga 
forlorn hope. Nothing daunted, howey 
dertook the herculean task assigned 
after a most animated and arduous contest, vic- 
tory perched upon his standard. He was elected 
by one hundred and six majority; while at the 
same election General ‘Taylor carried the district 
against the Democrats by fifteen hundred. 

In 1850, he ran again, and was defeated by the 
disaffection of a prominent Democrat. In 1852, 
not desiring to stand a canvass, the Democracy 
ran another, and were beaten. In 1854, he de- 
feated his former competitor, the Hon. Richard 
Yates, by a majority of two hundred, in one of 
the most vigorous campaigns on record, upon 
the issue of the Kansas-Nebraska bill—the 
ciples of which he defended with dauntless firm- 
ness in the closing and most exciting period of 
his public life. In 1856, he was successful over 
John Williams, Esq., a citizen of long residence 
and high respectability in the district, by two 
thousand two hundred majority; -and in Novem- 
ber last, was elected by four thousand two hun- 
dred and forty majority over the united vote of a 
combined Opposition; thus proving he was more 
and more appreciated as he became better and 
better known. He was the cherished idol of h 
immediate constituents, and of his State; and, 
had he been spared, would have been the recipi- 
ent of its highest favors. It may, indeed, be said 
of him, he was the man whom the people de- 
lighted to honor. s 

But a merciful God, ‘‘ who doeth : 
well,’’ and ‘* whose ways are not man’s ways,’ 
hath cut him down in the vigor of his manhood, 
and at the moment of his greatest usefulness and 
brightest promise, and called him to a more glo- 
rious sphere of action; where the ‘just made 
perfect”? dwell in sweet harmony together, and 

** death is swallowed up in victory.” 

Itwould be a work of supererogation, Mr. 

|| Speaker, to undertake on this melancholy occa- 


sfloor; 


rin- 


all thines 
, 


influence to the body-politic. 


During the memorable struegle of the last ar- 
duous s ion, When the i tous | sions of the 
human heart were bursting through this Hall, and 


excitement was raging likea hurr 
land, he surveyed the scene with ac 


ane through the 


iim and daunt- 


less eye, and played his part as a moral hero, 
Though feeble in health and fast wasting away, 
il was rarely absent from his post of labor; the 
imount of work he performed, for one in his con- 
liliion,aschairman of the Committes of Elections, 
was truly astonishing. When all of us knew he 
should have been in his room under the care ofa 
physictan, day after day found him in his seat 
here, nor would he relinquish his task when he 
was no longer able to walk to the Capitol. Well, 
sir, do J remember the time when the te (vote on 
the admission of Kat under the Lecompton 
constitution was to be taken. It was a moment 
of great anxiety and peril, and the result was to 
determine the policy of the Government towards 
ier distant settlements, perha forall the future, 
The wh nation was awaiting the result in 
breath le § Suspense, for ho question had ever be- 
fore so Intensified puosli feeling. I went to his 
room that morning, as l had often gone before, 
ind found him in his bed, pale, feeble, and ema- 


Soe. an 
uay wa 


ciated. Thi i 
fearful if he ventured out his disease would at once 
terminate fatally, 


‘ 


and damp, and Ll was 


cioud 
lL consequently urged him to 
» find some one who would pair off 

with him. Hedeclined; Lurgeda 
and plead his condition to induce him toconsent, 
i tone | shall 


but one other 


permit me 


rain and again, 


‘* No,’’ said he, with a firmness.an 
not soon forget, “if I never give 


to-d iy in favor of 


vote, that one shall be given 

self-government, and popula liberiy:’’ and he did 
give it, under a conscientious and fixed belief he 
was discharging a high and sacred duty. Con- 
veyed hither in a carriage, as he entered this 


Hail, supported by the honora nian from 
New York [ Mr. Liasxins] and myself, with the 
dark outlines of death already marked upon his 
features, all eyes were turned towards him in melt- 
ing sympathy, and many supposed, while he him- 
self was almost pul haded, he was fulfilling his 
dying obligation to his country. 

‘I mention th facts, Mr. Speaker, not from 
any wish or design to intimate an opinion on the 
merits of the controversy to which I refer, for it 
is far from my intention to do so on this occasion; 
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nor to awaken unpleasant reminiscences; but I 
could not suppress them and do justice to the 
heroic character of my departed friend. This 


noble, self-sacrificing act, similar to the one he | 


performed on the 2d day of November last,when 
he was carried to the polls on an expiring bed to 
give his last vote in support of the same great 
cause, stamps him at once as an inflexible patriot, 
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value than all the earth besides to them; for it was 
| in the domestic circle where he shone the bright- 
|| est and was the most beloved. An intelligent and 
esteemed lady, who knew him well, once remarked 


of him, that he was the best husband and fatherg) that I can utter can lessen the weight of 


she ever knew. This observation tells the whole 
story! To go further would only be to invade the 
sacred precinct of the fireside, and aggravate those 


whose care was for the welfare of his country- | sorrows which have torn from their very roots 


men; and I may, with great justice and propriety, 


add, we shall seldom look upon his like again. | 
He was, indeed, one whom Providence seemed 
to present as a model, the richest and rarest spe- 
cimen of its creation, impressed with a delicacy of | 
coloring, beauty of outline, and grandness of pro- 
poruon necessary 


“ To give the world assurance of a man.” 
3ut all his labors of life are over. Consump- 
tion laid its slow and wasting hand upon him, 
nud the lamp of his existence gradually expired, 
On Wednesday, the 24th day of November, 1858, 
at six o'clock inthe morning, in the bosom of his 
family,and surrounded by friends, he bade adieu 
to earth; and 
* Ne’er to the chambers where the mighty rest, 
Since their foundation came a nobler guest; 
Nor c’er was to the bowers of bliss conveyed, 
A fairer spirit or more welcome shade.”’ 


Although the deceased was not a member of 
any Christian denomination, he practiced every 
Christian virtue, believed in the great truths of the 
Gospel, was free from human vices, and died in 
the triumph of a Christian faith, at peace with 
all, and without any fear of the future. The only 
regret he expressed at leaving the world was the 
separation from his family. Just atthe moment | 
his spirit was about to wing its departure, with 
alook of sublime trust and confidence, betokening | 
that all was well with him, he raised his eyes 
heavenward, and then turning them with touch- 
ing sorrow to his despairing wife, said to her: 
‘© Wife, trust in G@od—He will befriend you,’’ re- 
peating even twice. ‘These were his last words; 
and who can doubt that as he bowed his head in 
death his soul was impressed with the resigning | 
sentiment: | 

* God of the just—Thou gavest the bitter cup; | 


, 


I bow tu thy behest, and drink it up.’ 
The moral character of Major Harris was 
never subjected to one single reproach; and his 
uniform exemplary conduct was the admiration of 
all who knew him. He was at once a philoso- 
pherand Christian; a soldier and statesman; aphi- | 
anthropistand patriot; and lived as all men wished 
they had lived when they come to die. The loss | 
of such a one is a great national calamity; and 
I hazard nothing in saying it is so regarded by | 
every member of this House. We all realize that 
a strong man has fallen; that one of the truest, 
the purest, and best of citizens and patriots is lost 
to society and to his country; that a statesman 


is gone, who, while his nationality was never || 


doubted, was strictly a States-rights man, never 
distrusting the people, but believing them the 
safest depositary of power, and always in favor 
of extending to them the largest liberty compati- 
ble with constitutional obligauons. Such was his | 
Democracy. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there are incidents and as- | 
sociations connected with the life of the departed 
of more intense and thrilling interest to others 
than any we can feel; and holier tes have been 
severed than bound him tous. Subsequent to his 
location in Illinois he married Mary J., the intel- 
lectual and accomplished daughter of James Dir- 
ickson, Esq., an old and highly respected citizen 
of Berlin, Worcester county, Maryland; and what | 
is our bereavement compared to that which has 
befallen her and those little ones he left behind ? | 
It is, sir, as the grain of mustard sged to the 
mountain; the rain-drop to the ocean; the snow- 
flake to the storm. The blow fell upon them with 
crushing and overpowering effect. They saw 
death enter the sanctuary of their home and stretch 
out his cold, dark winding-sheet towards him, 
upon which was written “ no hope ! no hope !’’ and 
henceferth to each the world was void, with not 
a single oasis in all its wide and dreary extent to 
gladden the eye or rejoice the heart. 

As they look out upon it now, they no more 
behold the sunlight of their affection. They saw 
him sink into that boundless eternity which lies 
beyond the grave, and then clouds and darkness 
gathered over their pathway. He was of more 





the heart-strings of life. I would not, sir, for the 
world, add one additional pang to the anguish 
which has crushed a family’s hope. ‘Their grief 
is too hallowed for remark—their loss too great 
to be measured; and may He who * tempers the 
wind to the shorn lamb’’ be to them a father and 
a friend. I received, sir, buta few days ago,a 
most kind and pathetic letter from his sorrow- 
ing and afflicted widow; and, although it was in- 
tended for my eye alone, I am sure she will par- 
don me—I know the House will pardon me—if I 
read two or three sentences from it. None can 
so truthfully testify to his virtues and his worth 
as she who was the partner of his toils; the re- 
cipient of his confidence; the object of his love; 
the joy of his life; and the ministering angel who 
stood by him in his dying hour, to cheer him with 
the consolation of that glorious immortality which 
awaits the ransomed in the celestial world. 

** If you, [she remarks,} seeing and knowing him only as 
a friend, can speak his praises, how much more can I, his 
wile, before whom every thought, every wish of his heart 
was laid bare as the noon-day sun—I who have for years 
dwelt in the light of his smile, been the daily recipient of 
such thoughtful Kindnesses as natures like his only are ca 
pable of bestowing? As son, husband, father, and friend, 
there was nothing wanting. In each and every relation 
in life his character was one beautiful whole. ‘To those he 
employed, | have never known him to speak even harshly. 
His children knew him only as another playmate, the leader 
of fun and frolic ; and yet he had only to speak, and have 
the most perfect obedience. ‘To me, his wue—I can write 
no more. Memories of happy hours, now fled forever, come 
thronging before me. Sir, this is a heavy sorrow. Itis very 
difficult to see the ‘ silver Jining to the cloud.’ ” 

One fact, Mr. Speaker, connected with myself, 
has caused singular emotions in my mind. Twelve 
years ago, when a member of the Legislature of 
my adopted State, one of my colleagues in that 
body, a most worthy and good man, was cut down 
by the hand of death; and now another in the Na- 
tional Congress has fallen before the same ruthless 
destroyer, while I have been kindly spared. The 
death of Major Harris, under all the circumstan- 
ces, quite overpowers me, and | know not whither 
to turn for consolation. He was my friend; ** faith- 
ful and just to me;’’and I shall not soon have such 
another. I feel, sir, deeply feel, my lone, solitary 
condition; that | tread life’s deck without his sup- 
porting arm to sustain me. His friendship welled 
up from the overflowing fountains of the heart, 
| and was as pure as the waters which gushed from 
| Horeb when touched by the rod of Moses. But 
he has gone; gone with all his virtues; with ali his 
noble and generous impulses; with his spotless 


/ warm and genial attachments; with his high en- 
| dowments; with all the great and good qualities 
which adorned his character; gone! down to the 
cold and silent grave! and we cannot bring him 
back again! With him the creat struggle is over; 
the drama of existence ended, and the curtain 
fallen to rise no more forever. 


* He’s closed his day of battle toil, 
His course on earth is done; 
Let him slumber in the soil”? 
To freedom’s cause, nobly won. 


to us the pleasing and consoling belief titat he has 
| realized the truth, in celo quies. _ s 
Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep regret of | 


the death of the Hon. Taomas L. Harais, late a member 
of this House from the State of Iinois. 

Resolved, That, as a testimonial of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the members of this House will wear 
the usual badge of mout@ing for thirty days. 


be communicated, by the Clerk, to the family of the de- 
ceased. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, this House do now adjourn. 


olutions to the Senate. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
_ rise, sir, for the purpose of seconding the resolu- 
| tions proposed by the honorable gentleman from 


integrity; with his manly attributes; with his | 


But though he has passed through the narrow | 
| house appointed for all the living, and is now | 
upon the other side of life’s boundary, he has left | 


Resolved, ‘That the proceedings of the House upon the | 
announcement of the death of Hon. Tuomas L. Harris, | 


Ordered, That the Clerk communicate the foregoing res- | 
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Illinois in remembrance of his deceased colleague: ‘ 
, 


and if, sir, 1 consulted alone the feelings of a 

heart oppressed with an unusual grief, [ would 

rather go weep in solitude and silence. No words 

; the cal- 

amity that has fallen upon the country and Upon 
ourselves. No language which I can employ can 
brighten the fame which has been eclipsed by the 
hand of death. 

But it is my privilege, sir, to prolong for a few 
moments the contemplation of the character and 
virtues of him of whose untimely loss this stricken 
assemblage is already apprised. 1t was my for- 
tune, sir, to have first met Mr. Harris at the late 
session of Congress, and to have had myeye first 
rest upon him when, in yonder Hall, upon occa. 
sion of the announcement of the death of a dis. 
tinguished son of South Carolina, he rose in his 
— and spoke of the deceaséd Senator in the 
anguage of just and merited praise. I shall never 
forget, Mr. Speaker, the impression wrought 
upon my mind when looking upon him as he then 
stood before us, | saw that premature age had 
settled upon the brow and form of youth, I re. 
member well how he alluded exultingly to our na- 

| tional progress and to the men who had watched 
and guarded our early destinies, and reminded ug 
of the mournful truth that from time to time one 

_ after another of these great lights disappear from 
their watch over our political safety. I heard 
him, in his clear and strong voice, say 

*©°Tis sad, in the moment of glory and song, 

To see while the hill-tops are waiting the sun, 


The glittering band that kept watch all night long, 


O’er love and o’er slumber, go out one by one.” 
* s 


* * * * * * * * 


** And the crowd of bright names in the heaven of fame, 
Grow paie and are quenched as the years hasten on.” 

I remember, sir, how, in tones of solemn earn- 

estness, he told us all, at the very threshold of 

| our session, that, in a few short months, or years 

at most, our strifes and struggles would be over; 

and how he advised us all to seek alone that hon- 

| orable fame which flows froma faithful discharge 

of the duties of life, and thus secure a record of 
which our children need never be ashamed. 

Mr. Speaker, it may have been the force of the 
imagination, but I thought I saw"¥eposing upon 
his brow, and gleaming in his eye, the presenti- 
ment of early death. 

I never made his acquaintance until the allot- 
ment of our seats threw us in proximity; but 
from the first hour I knew him, I began to derive 
that high appreciation of his character which the 
review to which we have listened shows to have 
| been accurate and just. 

I leave to those who are more familiar, the re- 

cital of the details of his eventful ‘life, and shall 
speak of him as we saw him in our midst but a 
little while ago. Here in the presence of those 
who knew him so well, and who witnessed his 
daily walk, it is needless to use the language of 
eulogy, or to speak of the living patriotism which 
| throbbed in every pulsation of his heart. He 
must have impressed us all alike. Who among 
us fails to remember his uniform calmness and 
| dignity; his fixedness of purpose; his inexorable 
resolve; and his exhibition of all the varied traits 
that go to form the honest, earnest, able man? 
He appeared to be governed in his course by a 
|| sincerity that admitted of no question; by azeal 
‘| unusual, and by an integrity upon which suspi- 
cion never even castits glance. His acts all seemed 
to be regulated by the teachings of well-defined 
reason, and what is more than all, his pathway 
seemed to be illumined by the clear light of con- 
science. 
‘| Lam not informed, Mr. Speaker, of the extent 
to which religious impressions had molded the 
character of our friend; but I may be permitted 
to yefer to an incident in our personal intercourse 
which illustrates the man, and gives strong assur- 
ance that his feet were guided by light from on 
righ. 

During the midst of the exciting scenes of the 
session, | was one day informed that .he was so 
ill that he would probably never rise from his bed. 
I had never visited him, but impelled by a strong 
sympathy for one who had demeaned himself so 
well, I called at his residénce. It was in the dusk 
of the evening. The servant who received me at 
|| the door answered to my inquiries that he was very 
i low, and thatit was deemed inadvisable to permit 
|, him to hold much conversation. I entered his 
] apartménts, and had scarcely seated myself, when 





1855 


Mr. 0. 
from & 
of a dy 
was alt 
sunker 
betoke 
of the! 
in obet 
which 
ment ¢ 
hope f 
my rel 
belief 
feared 
ing UP 
manne 
scribe 
“s You 
conse 
not lit 
ready 
He re 
his W 
sources 
ready 
afew 
public 
accor 
feelin 
stood 
of a} 
Wha 
whic! 
his li 
stand 
that | 
ashe 
his G 
of hi: 
M 
ques 
educ 
one « 
taug| 
the | 
their 
surfi 
they 
dout 
and 
neal 
H 
him 
nur 
whi 
hall 
sig 
hon 
pell 
tim 
and 
fiel 
wh 
fan 
anc 
of | 
wh 
firs 
the 








el 


'. = hee PF ose 


sS=_ 


it 





from an adjoining room. He looked the picture 

of a dying man. His manly form appeared as it 

was always borne; but his pallid countenance, his 
sunken cheek, and the unusual luster of his eye, 
betokened to my mind the near and sure approach 
of the hour of death. I took him by the hand, and 
in obedience to that impulse of the human heart 
which, upon such occasions, compels the conceal- 
ment of apprehension or alarm, while stating my 
hope for his immediate recovery, I accompanied 
my remark with some expressions indicating my 
belief that his situation was not such as | had 
feared. He pressed my hand in return, and plac- 
ing upon me his deep and dark eyg, said, with a 
manner and bearing | have not the power to de- 
scribe, and which my memory can never forget: 
«You need not deceive me, sir; I am perfectly 
conscious of my condition. I know that I can- 
not live but for a little time, at any rate; and [am 
ready atany moment.’’ I sought to cheer him. 
He replied that he was not in despondency; that 
his wife and little ones at home were alone the 
source Of his anxiety; that, as for death, he was 
ready to meet it then, orat any time. He said 
afew words touching the engrossing subject of 
public interest, in respect of whith our opinions 
accorded; and [ retired from his apartment with 
feelings | had never known before. For | had 
stood for the firsttime in my life in the presence 
ofa man who, I am sure, was not afraid to die. 
Whatever was the degree of physical courage with 
which nature may have endowed our friend—and 
his life attests that it was far above the ordinary 
standard—I think I can with confidence assert 
that no living man could have deported himself 
ashe did, who was not sure that he had settled with 
his God the entire account of the acts and errors 
of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, our colleague was a man of un- 
questioned talents, and of refined and intelligent 
education. A son of New England, it was in 
one of her beautiful valleys where he was first 
taught those principles of human conduct which 
the sons of New England carry engraven upon 
their hearts, in whatever spot upon the earth’s 
surface their lot may be cast—principles to which 
they constantly deter in hours of difficulty and 
doubt—and which become at times more familiar 
and more endeared as the evening of life draws 
near. 

He was a man of nerve and of daring. Follow 
him from the humble home where his youth was 
nurtured to that great State whose honor and 
whose fame he upheld upon the field and in the 
halls of Congress, and every step in his career is 
signalized by the exhibition of all the graces of 
honorable manhood. And when we see him, im- 
pelled by that adventurous spirit which some- 
times overleaps the barriers of ordinary prudence 
and seeks the country’s honors on their broader 
fields, surrender the trusts of a profession in 
which he had already acquired not undistinguished 
fame, to march beneath the banner of his country, 
and expose himself to the dangers and hardships 
of war, till he had sowed the seeds of that disease 
which has torn him from her councils ere youth’s 
. flush was scarcely flown—how truce it seems 
that 


“Tt was his own genius gave the final blow, 
And helped to plant the wound that laid him low.” 

He was kind and generous as he was brave. 
Like our venerated colleague from Mississippi, 
who was his companion in arms, his companion 
in this Hall, and who is now his companion in 
the grave, warm and strong sympathies bound 
him to his fellow-men. Like his noble compeer, 
wherever he saw the torch of civil liberty borne 


by weak and struggling hands, he would go to the | 


rescue, indifferent alike to its honors and its hiaz- 
ards. 

He was astatesman, as was his friend by whose 
side it was also my fortune to sit while he too lent 
the last labors 6f his life to the service of his coun- 
try. I have often thought, Mr. Speaker, that 
traces of similarity marked the characters of those 
two men. Both were northern men. Each was 
a model of the true Representative of the Ameri- 
can people. Each was conscious of his dignity 
and mindful of his prerogative. Either could break 
asunder the chains of party when, in his judg- 
ment, the pressure of its discipline partook of 
tyranny or partook of wrong; and neither would 
yield of his own coamwictions to the opinions of 
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Mr. Harris, wrapped ina dressing gown, came in | 


others. Presidents and cabinets, partiesand men, 
wereeach and all powerless when they would re- 
strain their constitutional freedom or control their 
personal independence. The presence of such 
men, Mr. Speaker, in the councils of the nation, 
in my judgment, rendered our liberties more se- 
eure. 

Mr. Speaker, I am unable from personal obser- 
vation, to say whether Major Harris was or was 
not, in technical phrase, eloquent in debate. But, 
sir, I have observed sufficiently, to know that he 
possessed in an uncommon degree two of the 
essentials of human eloquence, namely, sincerity 
and truth. His reasoning was straightforward 
and direct. It disdained all the ignoble arts of the 
seeker for popular applause. His endeavor was 
to find the truth, disrobed of the prejudice and 
error Which often environ it, and his pursuit was 
uniformly crowned with success. He saw its 
beautiful edifice lift before him, bearing the im- 
press of its high and holy origin. That edifice, 
Mr. Speaker, is ever simple and unadorned. No 
deformities mark its fair proportions. No mis- 
placed columns keeps its transcendent beauties 
from view. And when the eye first rests upon it, 
one can no more doubt the architecture to which 


it belongs, than the first morning when the scaf- jj ure the stretch of his imagination, or the grasp of 


folds all removed, the morning light for the first 
time fell upon the temples of genius and of art. 

Mr. Speaker, | will comment no further upon 
those excellencies of mind and heart and charac- 
ter, which invaluable as they were to his country 
and to those who survive him on this field of his 
fame, are now lost to earth, save as grateful re- 
membrances to those who inherit his honors and 
his name. But I am involuntarily borne to that 
western State where his gentle wife mourns with 
keener and peculiar grief, the loss pf our colleague 
and friend. But I forbear—for our affliction is not 
to be mitigated by the contemplation of that which 
the providence of God has poured upon his young 
and defenseless household. Nor will we tarry by 
that fresh-made grave, where, by the side of chil- 
dren who have gone to Heaven before him, our 
colleague rests from the love and the labor of life. 
For there 

**No marble marks his couch of lowly sleep ; 

But living statues there are seen to weep. 

Affliction’s semblance bends not o’er his tomb; 

Affliction’s self deplores his early doom.”’ 


Mr. Speaker, | second the resolutions. 


Mr.LAMAR. Mr.Speaker, the kind allusions 
that have been made to the memory of my. late 
colleague, General Quitman, may seem to re- 
quire from me a response equally kind and cor- 
dial. But, sir, apart from the promptings of a 
returning courtesy, the impulses of my own heart 
forbid my allowing this occasion to pass without 
placing on record my estimate of the high quali- 
ties, both mental and moral, which distinguished 
the character of the gentleman whose death has 
been just announced. 

The incidents of his youth were unknown to 
me until they were detailed here to-day by his 
colleague; for my acquaintance began with the 
fully-developed and maturely-ripened man, in the 
full fruition of those high honors which he had 

_ earned on the tented field and in the national coun- 
| cils; and which, allow me to say, he wore with 
becoming grace and dignity, and with increasing 
reputation. I had supposed, however, that his 
elevated style of thought, his polished taste, his 
flowing courtesy of manner, above all, his moral 
| refinement, were the offspring, as usual, of early 
mental culture. If, therefore, he sprang from an 
obscure origin, without advantages of position or 
_the possession of fortune, it only shows what 
native force existed in him. 


“The rank is but the guinea’s stamp, 
The man’s the gowd for a’ that.”’ 


Through your kindness, sir, I was associated 
| with Mr. Harris at the last session of Congress 
| on the Committee of Elections, of which he was 
| chairman; and although, during the progress of 

our labors, many questions arose on which we 
| differed widely and felt deeply, from the begin- 
| ning he impressed me as a man scrupulously hon- 
/est and upright in his intenticas, incorruptibly 
| pure in his moral principles, never sacrificing 

truth or right for consideration of interest—in 
| short, a statesman, animated by a lofty spirit of 
_ enlarged patriotism. The condition of his health, 
| when I knew him, was such as to forbid any 
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active participation in the debates of this House, 
and therefore gave him no opportunity for any 
brilliant display of his oratorical powers. In his 
colloquial discussions, however, in the committee- 
room and elsewhere, I could not fail to discern 
the movements of a well-trained and powerful in- 
tellect, enriched with varied information, and 
gifted with no ordinary insight into the philoso- 
phy of politics. 

But the feature of his character most to be re- 
membered was his moral force—that peculiar, 
silent, but vital power of will, which enabled him, 
when about to enter upon a career with a full 
conviction of its justice, to pursue it in calm de- 
fiance ofallopposition. ‘This quality, sir, is per- 
haps more essential to successful and magnifieent 
efforts than even the brilliant endowment of ge- 
nius. That which the world calls genius is often 
but little more than the happy facility of expres- 
sion—the power of embodying in fine words those 
choice and subtle thoughts which lie deeply but 
inarticulately in the universal consciousness, He, 
however, who has this central power of the soul, 
this spiritual force, underlying all his other facul- 


| ties, and imbuing them with its own fiery essence, 


cannot well fail of greatness. You need not meas- 


his intellect, or the size of his brain. His hand 
will be felt on the age in which he lived, and his 
influence impressed upon generations yet to come. 

This quality of Mr. Harris’s character was 
most conspicuously exhibited in the last session 
of Congress, when his convictions of duty forced 
him into a position of antagonism to his former 
political associates,and to the Representatives of 
that entire section of our Confederacy to which 
he had been endeared by grateful recollections of 
common battles fought, of common dangers 
shared, and of common victories won in their 
defense. Amid the most agitating scenes of that 
memorable session, when the grim spirit of sec- 
tionalism dragged forth on this floor its materials 
of passion and prejudice and fanaticism and fierce 
debate, the pale face of Hannis could be seen, 
calm, unmoved, but with dauntless courage and 
deathless energy, stamped upon its every linea- 
ment. If he was ever stung to the heart by the 
bitter speech of those from whom he supposed he 


| had the right to expect only words of kindness, 


| him in its inextricable grasp. 


he allowed no murmur to escape his lips; but 
self-poised in the counsels of his own mind, seem- 
ingly oblivious of self, of friend, and of foe, alike, 
he marched right on to the attainment of his ob- 
ject, doing nothing rashly, nothing doubtfully, 
nothing feebly. 

This same spirit was exhibited in his fierce con- 
flict with that grim monster which had clutched 
Jut it was no ig- 


| noble struggle on his part for life, merely for the 


sake of living. Every step of his career proved 
that he carried his life in his hand—the pledge of 


| his truth, of his honor, and of his country’s 
}; cause. 


There is another aspect, however, in which his 


| character may be viewed; and while it lacks noth- 


ing which commands our respect, it has much of 
that which wins our confidence and love. Mr. 
Harris was a man of delicate sensibilities, of 
warm and generous friendship, of refined affec- 
tions. He had not alone the courage to fight; but 


| . = . . 
he had that higher, nobler, more godlike attri- 
| bute, the magnanimity to forgive. 


I should have been untrue to the impulses of a 
friendship now rendered sacred, had I failed to 
pay this tribute to the memory of Tuomas L. 
Harris. And, sir, let sneering cynics prate 
about the cold formalities of these proceedings; 
you know, and we all feel, that this is an occa- 
sion of solemnity and sadness. For what friend 


|of that neble man can think of his death for 


one moment without recollections of pleasures 
forever fled, mingling with regrets for every un- 
kind expression, for every unjust and injurious 


| suspicion, and for every opportunity of kindness 


| neglected ? 
| such an occasion by saying to his fellow-mem- 


Who, sir, is not ready to sanctify 


bers, ‘* if there be one man here whose charac- 
ter I have mistrusted, to whose motives I have 
done injustice, or whose spirit I have struck an 


| unnecessary blow, I here confess and beg forgive- 


| 


ness?” Nay, sir, may we not even rise higher, 
and realize the truth of that beautiful conception 
which I have seen expressed somewhere, that in 
that bright reversion of the skies, to which all 
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rood men manir 


, : - - i , 
earth they were working each for the other’s 


y well-delivered blow which, with 
mortal ever struck, eve: 


cause; thatey 


an honest purpose, any 


for a narrow « et, was indeed stricken for th 
universal cat ts d; and that tiey who now 
deem themsel ve antagoni by creed, profi 
8ion, Or country, W here er, W he n looking 
back over t V | ‘ harvest-field, find 
that, int ! ) rhood, they have bee! 
helping t vind i@ Bell-sSame BHeal F 

Mr. WASEIBURNE, of Illin Mr. Speaker, 

| cn le. al las o1 ot ti memb rs from 
Iilinois, lor t ociated here With Major Har- 
nis, Whose death has awakened our sensibilities, 
and who ! we |so much depl re, I desire 
to ask ce of t IHlouse for a single 
mo nt, ile I i ully add my testimony to 
that Ww i ) yjustly borne to the ch rac - 
ter and eof the disunguished man, whose 
memory ined to live in the affections of the 
pe ol own 

My acquaintan with my lat collearue was 
made many years ago. Natives of the same New 
I l,and of ne uly the same age, we both 

e |i is the home of our adoption. Resid- 
¢ in different parts of the State, but pursuing a 


common pi ion, we met for the first time at 


the supreme court of the State,in the year 1843. 
‘That acquaintance was not renewed tll we met 
here,as members of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, 
representing the same Commonwealth. Attached 
to different tical organizations, our social re- 
lations, ever kindly, finally ripened into a friend- 

iip, the memory of which I shall fondly cherish. 

Kducated to the legal profession, as a lawyer, 
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yviajor LIARRIS Was avie, Cconscientuous, and Suc- 


sful; as a soldier, he was brave, generous, and 


renids; as a statesman, he was enlightened, 
practical, and just; as a lator, he was gov- 
erned by just principles, elevated sentiments, and 
patriotic views. No Representative ever more 
vigilantly guarded or more ably: defended the 


rights and interests of his own constituents, or 
r cm to the welfare of the 


looked with rreat 
whole country All who have had the honor to 


serve with himinthis body, will bear willing and 
cheerful testin y to the intelligence, zeal, and 


efficiency which he brougltto the discharge of his 


official duti 
A w« 9) } is ardent and rwield iv 
Asa poli lan, he was ardent and unyielding 
; in the advocacy of his princi- 
pies, he was bold, persist nt, al d unconipromis- 
r que 


in his conviction 
In’: but no man eve tioned the honesty of 
3 or the sincerity of his views; and I 
ied in being able to say that his political 
nis alway 


Lieir tule 


his purposs 
am grati 
vielded to him the homage of 
ce in his integrity and patriot- 
ish. As amanand as ‘nn, he was distin- 
guished for those ‘s which make the 

upon mankind. Huis mind was 
His traits iracter 
; he Was no half-way man; what- 
sok, whatever cause he espoused, 
he embraced it wit 


oppo 
stconhdel 
a Cilize 
characterist! 
deep St impress 
quick, active, vigorous of ech 
were Gli Positive 
everposiioni l 
h the whole energy of his dis- 
position. After once making up his mind upon 
any subject, no man was ever left in doubt as to 
his position. With him there was nevera struggle 
between | or andservility. Inthe whole course 


of his life, h ver knew dishonor. It is related 
that while one of jhe most distinguished founders 
of the French Revolution was awaiting his exe- 
cutian, in the prison of the Carmes, as ¢ xpressive 


ion, he wrote with his 
his dungeon, this 


of his own sublime convict 


own blood, upon the walls of his 
last sentiment of his heart: 


, 


‘* Potius mori quam fedari.’ 


But it were 
that sentiment by any last act of his 
own, for he had engraved upon the daily walk and 
conversauon of his whole life that with him it 
was ever ** rather death than dishonor.’’ 
Though in feeble health at the adjournment of 
the last session of Congress, Major Harris hoped 
to return here this session with recruited health 
and renewed swength. His vigorous intellect and 


unnecessary for our late associate 


to transmit 


uneconguerable will seemed to rise above the In- 
sidious and painful disease which was wasting 
away his life. Butalas! those hopes so fondly 


cherished by himself, his family, and his friends, 
were doomed to disappointment. His voice was 
never more to be heard in these Halls, but was 


, ** they will find that here on 


THE CONGRESSION 


| true frie. ds on his tr 





to be hushed forever in the stillness and silence 
of the grave. He went home but to die in the 
quiet country village where he had lived so long, 
ind where he was knowa so well. His last 
houghts were consoled by the approbation of a 
constituency whom he had sorfaithfully served; 
ind he was surrounded by family and friends, 
whose presence served to sooth the bitter pangs 
‘approaching death. And when the hour of 
y to strike, it was at the 
close of our western autumn, when the serenity 


eX! ice came final] 


of the avens invit us to the contemplation 
of the last days of that splendid season about to 
expu 

Buthe is gone! Struck down in the pride of 
his manhood, in the full tide of his usefulness, 
and in the maturity of his intellectual strength 
and vigor. Though dead, he shall yet reign in 
the r tion and admiration that surround his 


‘The hand of the reaper 
‘Takes the ears that are hoary ; 


But the voice of the weeper 
Wails manhood in glory.” 


Mr. ADRAIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to add but 

a few words to those which have already been so 
feelingly and justly uttered, on the decease of one 
who was well known to us all. The death of 
Major Tuomas L. Harris was not unexpected, 
for he had long been a suffering but uncomplain- 
ing invalid, and seemed ready, at any moment, to 
be snatched away. During the last 
remember his pale, emaciated, 

but expressive countenance, and the sad and hol- 


Congress, we all 
low cough, which told too certainly of 
, d 


session of 


* That dire disease whose ruthless power,” 


finally terminate existence. And 
although expec®ing at any moment to hear of his 
decease, yet when the sad tidings ran along the 
electric wires from one part of the country to the 
other, alas! they came too soon, causing 
many a heart to vibrate with emotions of deep 
regret and It was fondly hoped that he 
might have been spared once more to have re- 
tin this Hall n greeted with 


d his earthly 
a 


alas! 
sorrow. 


lLand be 
gratulations of hismany 
iumphant reélection, as a 
ile Representative of the people. But 
»wlook around forhiminvain. He is 
iis seat is vacant, only to be 
and unfamiliar form, while 
supied it lies cold and motion- 
But his noble spirit, I 
humbly trust, freed from all earthly fetters, is now 
rejoicing in another and far better assemblage, 
that pure and happy beings above, who 
know no sorrow, disease, sullering, or death. 

It is not my purpose, Mr. Speaker, to enter 
upon any detailed account of the life and character 
of the deceased. I shall notice but a few traits in 
his character, and speak of him simply as I knew 
him in this Hall, for the first time last winter. 
His early life and history have been related by his 
feeling and bereaved colleague, [Mr. Morais,] 
from the State of Lilinois. My first acquaintance 
with the lamented Harris, grew out of an act of 
kindness on his part to myself. Having occasion 
at the commencement of the last session of Con- 

, to consult some member from the State of 
lilinois, in regard to amatter of professional busi- 
ness, | singled him out, and with the greatest 
promptitude and pleasure, he rendered me all the 
advice and aid that were needed. And from that 
time forth down to the close of the session, I 
was more or less thrown into his society, both in 
a social and business way, and had therefore a 
full opportunity of forming some estimate of his 
true character. 

It must have been perfectly apparent to every 
member of this body that he possessed, in a very 
remarkable degree, great decision and energy of 
character. Andif it had not been for these master 
qualities, it would have been utterly impossible 
for one in his delicate state of health to have dis- 
charged all the varied and laborious duties which 
devolved upon him. He was chairman of one of 
the most important committees—that of elections 
—the duties of which he performed with great 
industry, fairness, and ability. Before that com- 
mittee several highly important and difficult elec- 
tion cases were brought, which required the || 
greatest amount of labor, and he gave to them all || 
a full and thorough investigation; and his reports {| 


} 
sumed h 8 


the warm and heartfeitcon 


faithful and 
we may n 
with us no more. 

filled by some stran: 
he who so late yac 
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| to this House are marked with evidences of great 
industry and talent. And, in addition to all this 
he took an active and prominent part in discuss. 
ing Important questions which here arose; and 
was the leading and master spirit of those with 
whom he was associated in the discussion and 
management of a most grave and delicate subject 
which deeply agitated this House and the Whole 
country. And during the whole period of hig 
labors, he was greatly enfeebled by a wastin 
disease, and at times reduced so lowas almost - 
forbid the hope of recovery; yet, with an iron 
will which seemed to bid defiance to all physical 
weakness and decay, his powers would soon re- 
cuperate, enabling him again to be at his post of 
duty. , 
** All his soul 
Was full of resolution, which expires 
Never from valiant men, till their last breath.” 


And as an evidence of his strong and resolute 
purpose in defense of those great principles, of 
which he had been such a fearless and able adyo. 
cate, he insisted upon being carried from his death 
bed to the polls to discharge that high and inesti- 
mable duty of every American citizen, the right 
of suffrage. 

Major Harris was not only distinguished for 
great decision and energy of character, but also 
This was 
clearly manifested in all his spegches and reports 
to this House. He dealt mostly in facts and ar- 
gumeut; and consequently appealed to the reason 
and judgment of men. And yet he was by no 
means de ficiewt in imaginative power, whenever 
he chose to bring it to his aid to illustrate or adorn 
his argument. He was a ready, impressive, and 
able speaker and debater. His perceptions were 
clear and rapid, always seizing hold of the strong 
points of a case; and his language was invariably 
well chosen and happily adapted to the subject. 
His speeches were never long, spun out in frothy 
and unmeaning words; but short, directly to the 
point, and most effective. And in this respect, 
his example might well be imitated by us all. 
And there was no member of this body, who, in 
my opinion, whenever he rose to speak, was list- 
ened to, or deserved to be listened to, with a 
greater degree of respect and attention; and none 
who more clearly and forcibly elucidated any 
position that he tool. - . 

Such area few of the leading traits in the char- 
acter of the deceased which attracted my notice. 
And having thus very briefly spoken of his mental 
powers, | might refer to his social and moral qual- 
ities, I will simply say, however, that in all my 
intercourse with him be was frank, manly, hon- 
orable, upright, kind, and true; and asa friend, 
warm and generous, and steadfast as the needle 
to the pole. Such was Major Harris, whose 
heart was pure and noble, as his mind was clear 
and strong. Aud having greatly admired his 
character, and formed for him a strong personal 
attachment, | may be permitted to mingle my 
tears and sorrow over his early grave with all who 
respected and loved him. 

The death of such amanis not only agreat loss 
to his family and to his friends, but to the whole 
country. It will be deeply felt in the legislation 
of the country, for no one possessed of his high 
qualities of mind and character can be removed 
from the present stage of action without leaving 
a void beliind not easily filled. And it is deeply 
to be lamented that, during the adjournment of 
Congress, death,with its cold and relentless grasp, 
has carried off two of the most useful, prominent, 
and distinguished members of this body. The 
brave, gallant, and courteous Quitman first fell 
before the grim destroyer; and then came the no- 
ble, fearless, and able Harris, whose death we 
now mourn, and to whose memory,we are pay- 
ing fitting tributes of respect. But death pays no 
regard to persons, theif position, age, or charac- 
ter; but all fall alike indiscriminately before the 
march of the dread monster. 

**The prince who kept the world in awe, 
The judge, whosedictate fixed the law, 
The rich, the poor, the great, the small, 
Are level’d ; death contounds them aili.’? 


But, alas! alas! death too often “loves a shining 
mark,’’and singles out as his victims the highest 


| and the best, the most valued and honored. And 
I think I may safely say that no two men could 


have” been taken from this body whoge taients, 
industry, public experience, and fidelity in the 
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ve of duty, were more needed and will be 
ware missed than those of General Quitman and 
Vajor HARRIS. \ 
~ But Major Harris, Mr. Speaker, was not only 
, resolute man, an able debater, and distinguished 
ratesman, but a true-hearted patriot and soldier. 
He was ready to serve his country on the field of 
pattie, as well as in the national halls of legisla- 
tion. And when but a few years ago the clarion 
note of war roused every patriotic heart, he was 
ope the first to rush to the loved standard of 
untry, in defense of her rights and her 
or. And during that brilliant contest with the 
>, when American skill and valor were 
cloriously displayed, Major Harris shone 
most conspicuously as a true and gallant soldier. 
Ag dit was in that memorable war that the seeds 
of his disease were first laid, whose bitter fruit is 
untimely death. 
in pausing, Mr. Speaker, in our legislative du- 
ties, to pay that respect which is due to the mach 
lamented dead, may these sad and touching occa- 
sions, not be withouta profitable lesson to us all. 
In truth, their highest benefits are to the living, 
and not to the dead. No eulogy, however ft eling 
oreloquent, can ever reach the leaden ear of death, 
or call back that vital spark which once lit up and 
animated the mortal frame. 
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“ Can storied urn, or animated bust, 
*Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honor’s voice provoke the silent dust, 
Or flattery sooth the dull cold ear of death.’’ 

Let, then, these solemn and impressive occa- 
sions remind us, the living, more forcibly of that 
all-important truth, the uncertainty of life and 
the certainty of death—death that comes at all 
hours and at all seasons. 

‘“ Leaves have their time to fall, 

And flowers to wither at the north-wind’s breath, 

And stars to set; but all— 

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O death! ” 


And whenever the season of our departure 
comes, whether in winter’s frost or summer’s 
heat, in the discharge of private or public duty, 
at home or abroad, may we be ready to leave this 


life with all our duties faithfully performed, at 
peace with the world and our Maker. 


Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, 
on this mournful occasion when we are engaged 
in paying the last sad tribute of respect to a de- 
parted associate in this Hall, | should not do jus- 
tice to my own feelings, if I failed to bear at least 


" some brief testimony to the many virtues of the 


deceased. I trust I shall be pardoned for the 

? 
on.ation. 

But a few years ago, I met Colonel Harris for 
the first time, in the House of Representatives, 
vigorous, buoyant, and active in the busy scenes 
of life. Another very short period, and I mingled 


. with him on a still more exciting theater, where 


I had the pleasure of hearing him, in rapturous 
strains, pronounce a warm and eloquent encom- 
ium on the brilliant services of a living brother 
soldier whose glorious warlike deeds he earnestly 
recounted, and whose further distinction he was 
then anxioits to promote. 

Both then in full life; now, alas! numbered 
with the countless nations of the dead! 

A few days since this Chamber was vocal with 
grateful offerings to the shade of the illustrious 
Quitman, and the memorable incidents in his life 
were most feelingly portrayed. 

The scene had again ehgnged; but the voice of 
his former eulogist was silent. Alas! we now 
commemorate his merits and dwell with melan- 
choly pleasure upon his manly virtues! Thein- 
domitable Quitman and the gallant Harris are 
both forever gone. How admonitory such strik- 
ing illustrations of the uncertainty of human life! 

Colonel Harris, although a distinguished citi- 
zen and favorite of another State, was connected 
with the district that I have the honor to repre- 
sent by the nearest and dearest of social ties. 

Besides, he was well known to a considerable 
portion of my constituents, to whom he became 
endeared by the frankness and kindness of his 
manners, and who will long and fondly cherish 
his memory. 


In my own intercourse with him I found him | 


courteous and agreeable, and I but give utterance 
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are all the pursuits, purposes, and caleulations of 
mortal man! How vain, and yet how fair! Bat 
irreversible and fast-fixed by the throne 
are the decrees of fate: 7 

The frail human body is but an ted dust 
which, disunited from its 
soul, perishes and dies, whilst the exist 
promethean spark, the soul itself, ru 
with the immortality and 
mighty himself. 

This is a consolatory reflection, considered in 
reference to departed friends. How elevating the 
thought, which, in the goodness of God We may 
entertain, that the disembodied spirit of the la- 


VUIALC CM 


of God Al- 


perpetuity 


mented Harris, although foreve r separated from 
the turmoil of this life, is in thatupperand better 
world, more congenial to its full development; 
where freed from the incumbrances of mortality, 
it may foreyer mingle, in its pure essence, amid its 


unclouded and resplendent glories, and infinite 
and unfathomable mysteries! 

The question was then taken onthe r lu 
and they were unanimously agreed to; and there- 
upon (at two o’clo« 
House adjourned. 


k and five minutes, p.m. 


IN SENATE. . 
ry 18, 1859. 


Turspay, Janua 
Prayer by Rev. Joun Lanaman. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andanproved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a report of the & tary of the ‘Treasury, 
communicating, in obedience to law, a plan and 
estimates for reducing the expenses of the collee- 
tion of the revenue of the Government; which, 


on motion of Mr. Sruarr, was referred to the 
Committee on Finar 


He also daid before the Senate a renort of the 
Secretary of the Navy, communicating, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 7th 
instant, a list of all the ve Is, of all kinds, be- 
longing to, or employed in ce ‘tion with, thi 


Navy of the United States, toget 
all the officers of the Nav ’ 
inion whether the 


tion, together with his o; num- 
ber of such officers, or their compensation, or that 
of any class of them, can be reduced without in- 
jury to the public Service; which W , OH motion 


of Mr. M ALLORY, re fert d to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs; and Vir. HALE. to 
print the report was referred to the Commiitee on 
Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate a re 
Secretary of the Navy, communicating, in com- 
pliance with aresolution of the Senate of April 
13, 1858, the report of the officers appointed by 
him to make th® examinat he iron, coal, 
and timber of the Deep river country, in the State 
of North Carolina; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; and a motion by Mr. Ma.iory to print 
the report was referred to the 
Printing. 


L motion 


port of the 
on of the 


Committee on 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. CLINGMAN presented the memorial of 


J. P.C. Davis, on behalf of the owners of the 
schooner E. 8S. Rudderow, which was wrecked 
on the toast of Florida while freichted with Gov- 
ernment stores, praying indemnity for : loss of 
the vessel; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Asa 
Sprague, and others, of the State of New York, 
praying that persons entitled to pensions under 
the act of 24th of April, 1816, may be allowed 
the same from the date of that act; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. IVERSON presented a memorial of certain 


| Cherokee Indians and their descendants, praying 


to be allowed the benefits of certain treaties made 
between the United States and the Cherokee na- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 


| sions, to whom was referred the joint resolution 


te the impulses of my nature in sympathizing with || 


his warmest friends in their bereavement. 


How evanescent, shadowy, and gossamer-like, || approved February 3, 1853,’’ approved 


(S. No. 61) giving construction to the act entitled 
‘© An act to extend an act 


| continue half pay to certain widows and orphans,’ 


June 3, 


entitled ‘An act to | 


. 
« * 
1858: reported it without amendm nt, With a rece 
ommendation that it do } . 
Mr. GREEN, fi m the Comm tt on Terri- * 


tories, lo Wh 


mr the 


om was referred the bill (S. Na, 498) 
{ relief of the city ¢ f Omaha, in the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska, reported i without ameudment 
And adversely. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committ: 


val Affairs, to whom was referred a r 


on Na- 


lution 


instructing the Committee on Naval Affairs to in- 
quire to the expediency of providing for th 
construction of as ipply of ste: im engines suitable 
for t propulsion of ¥ ls of war,in order that 
he Governnm may at all times have Jn depota 
upply of such engines adequate to | able 
wal :, Whenever the occurrent of war l ren 
der necessary a rapid and large iner of the 
Navy, sul nitted an adverse report, Which was 
ord red to ve printed. 


CATALOGUE OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. HAMMOND submitted the following r 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and arreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing } trucied 
to inquire Into the expediency o i to { d, 
immediately after the close of each moar Ceo ess. & 
catalogue ot all the documents and t : hoa coped 


of which have been ordered by the Seuate. 
CONTINUANCE OF POSTAL SERVICE. 
Mr. MALLORY submitted the follow 





olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
ads be instructed to report as tot exp ney 
ling by legistation for the continuance of the post ser 


vice between Charleston and Havana, a 


alter the JULh of June next. 


how eonacucted, 


PURCHASE OF CUBA. 
Ir. SEWARD submitte? the following reso- 
lution; which was cousidered by unanimous con 
nt, and agreed to; 





Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
quested, if in his opinion it be not incompa with the 
public interest, to communicate to the Senate any and all 
correspondence between the Government of the United 
States and the Goverinment of her Catholic Majesty, relat 
ing to any proposition for the purchase of the [slandot Cuba, 


which correspondence has not been furnished to either 
House of Congress. 


PRINTING OF REPORTS. 
Mr. YULEE. I offer the following 


and ask for its present consideration by the Sen- 


ré solution, 


ate: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 


to inquire into the expedien y of providing tor e printing, 
In adva » ofthe day appouit d tor thy mbling of Con 
gress, of e reports of the heads of Department ‘compa 


nying the annual message of the President, omitting the re 
ports of heads of bureaus and other appended matter not 
material to the usual legislation of the session. 

This is a resolution of inquiry to a committee, 
and the occasion of its introduction I wil 
the Senate. Up to this moment, the session be- 
ing more than half expired, the committees of the 

j ion of the reports of the 
heads of the Departments. ‘Thi with 
which | am associated find it impossible to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of material matter con- 


' 


nected with th i 


] : 
| State to 


body are notin posses: 


committee 


v | slation of the Senate for the 

want of the report of the Department with refi 
ence to wliose business their attention Js 
particularly engaged. We have made very con- 
siderable effort to procure it, without success as 
yet, and but five or six weeks remain of the se 
sion. Upon inquiry, lt find that the pro 
is, We shall be de layed a week ortwo yet bi fore 
we can receive it; and it is because tlie reports of 
the Departments alone will make four volumes of 
seven hundred pages of printed matter, tl 
part of which is without any utility, will never 
be read or referred to, and can be of no pe ivie 
use in the levislation of this body. I have ob- 
tained from the Superintendent of Printing a list 
of documents appended to the various reports; 
and among them I find a document relating to 
camels, the use of dromedaries, &c.; and a vari- 
ety of other documents of as litile use to the prace 
tical legislation of the Senate, in the printing of 
which all the material matter connected with the 
annual Exectitive message is delayed from reach- 
ing the hands of the committees. 

‘lo remedy an inconvenience of the same na- 

ture to the legislation of the body, a resolution 

| was passed on the 7th of January, 1846, directing 
the printing, in advance of the convocation of Con- 


more 
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gress, of the annual estimates; and a similar law 








. was passed in 1850, for the printing of the report 


on commerce and navigation. I see no reason 
why the reports of the heads of Departments, with- 
out those of the bureaus and the appended matter 


which may be material to the legislation, ag not || 


be printed in advance as well as the other docu- 
ments to which I have referred. The object of 
this resolution is to direct the Committee on Print- 
ing to inquire into the expediency of such a pro- 
vision. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


ACCEPTANCE OF PRESENTS. 


The joint resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives (No. 45) authorizing Townsend Harris, 
United States Consul-General at Japan, and H. 
C. J. Henskin, his interpreter, respectively, to 
acceptofa snufl-box from her Majesty the Queen 
of England, was read twice by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. STUART. I think there will be no ob- 


jection on the part of the Senate to passing that | 


joint resolution now. 
character. 

‘There being no objection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
joint resolution, which proposes to authorize the 
yersons des ignated to receive re spectively a snuff- 
ox from her Majesty the Queen of Great Brit- 
ain, ayan acknowledgment of valuable services 
rendered to her Majesty’s embassador, Lord El- 
gin, in his negotiations in Japan. 

The joint resolution was reported tothe Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
and was read the third time. 

Mr. PUGH. I agk for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the r solution. Ido not pretend 
to make any special objection to this one. I op- 
pose them all. I am Oppose d to the principle of 
any officer of the United States receiving any 
present from any foreign Power; and I desire to 
record my vote against it. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was passed. 


It is one of the ordinary 


JAMES G. 


The bill (11. R. No. for the relief of James 
G. Holmes was read twice by its title. 

Mr. REID. The Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office have examined this case and 
reported upon it, and IT ask the indulgence of the 
Senate to permit it to be put upon its passage. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I desire to know of 
my friend from North Carolina if this is for a 
renewal of a patent ? 

Mr. REID. It merely enables the patentee to 
file his application nune pro tunc, without preju- 
dice, which he failed to do in consequence of the 
sickness of himself and family at the proper time. 
Itisasmal! matter, and the committee have unan- 
imously reported in favor of it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I dislike to interfere 
with matters of that kind, but I have uniformly 
voted against all renewals of patents. Itinvolves 
@ question of some importance. 

Mr. CHESNUT. [hope the gentleman from 
Alabama will withdraw his objection. Jt is a 
question of very small matter, but it is one of pe- 
euliar merit. It is not often that a patentee from 
South Carolina appears here, and I hope he will 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I simply wish tostate 
that, on principle, I am opposed to all renewals, 
and [ shall vote against the bill. Atthe solicita- 
tion of my friend, however, I shall say no more. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
object to the consideration of the bill? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. No, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then it is before 
the Senate as in Committee ofthe Whole; and the 
Secretary will read the bill. 

The Secretary read it. It is intended to pro- 
vide that James G. Holmes, who obtained a pat- 
ent for an imprévement in * chairs for invalids, ”’ 
daicd September 24, 1844, for fourteen years, 
Which has now expired, shall be authorized to 
apply to the Commissioner of Patents for an ex- 
tension of his patent for seven years, under the 
rules and regulations now in force for the exten- 
sion of patents, as if he had made application pre- 
vious to its expiration as required by law; and 
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the Commissioner is directed to investigate and | move the following, 
'| Senate: 


decide the application for extension on the same 
evidence =i in the same manner as other appli- 
cations for extensigns are decided; but the appli- 
cation for the extension must be made within 
thirty days after the approval of this act, and the 
decision of the Commissioner must be rendered | 
within ninety days from the filing of the applica- | 
tion in the Patent Office. Nothing in this bill is 
to be so construed as to hold responsible in dam- 
ages any persons who may have manufactured , 
chairs containing the patentee’s improvement, be- 
tween the expiration of the patent and the appro- 
val of this act. 

Mr. YULEE. Is there any report accompany- 
ing the bill? Ifso, I should like to hear it. 

Mr. REID. If the Senator from Florida will 
listen to me for one moment, I will state briefly 
the principle of this case. Mr. Holmes, the pat- 
entee, applied verbally to the Department to re- 
new the patent some twelve or eighteen months 
before the patent expired; but he was then in- 
formed that his application could not be enter- 
tained so long before the expiration of his patent. 
Just before the expiration of his patent, he in- 
tended to come on here and file his application; 
but his family became sick, which prevented him 


from doing so; and he subsequently became sick | 
He, however, sent on to his attorney | 


himself, 
here to file the application; and the application, 
as his attorney informed him, was just ten-days 
too late. Although the patent had not expired, 
the time within which applicatron should have 
been made had expired ten days. The conse- 
quence was that he could not file his application; 
and he only wishes to file it now, nunc pro tunc, 
without prejudice, that the Commissioner may in- 
vestigate the case; and if he was entitled to an 
extension, then that he shall be still entitled to it; 
but if he was not entitled to the extension then, 
he will not be entitled to itnow. It is Decause he 
was sick and could not make his application that 
the committee have thought proper to allow him 
to file his application now, as he would have had 
the right to do then. 

Mr. YULEEw That is all very well, Mr. Pres- 
ident, if it presents the whole case; but I will in- 
quire whether the Patent Office has been applied 
to for information on the subject, because there 
may be another side to the question. This man 
has had the patent for fourteen years, and an 
extension to twenty-one years is a long time. 

Mr. REID. The committee applied to the 
Commissioner of Patents upon the subject, and 
have had all the evidence which it was possible 
for them to have; and several days ago the Sen- 
ate committee reported this identical bill. The 
House has taken up and passed the same bill, 
and I am satisfied it is proper. 

Mr. HALE. I hope this bill will pass. In 
the first place, I am very much in favor of the 
article that is patented, Itis an easy chair. In 
the second place, South Carolina troublés the 
Patent Office but very litte; and I think it would 
be very ungracious to oppose this application from 
South Carolina now. I hope it will pass. 

Mr. REID. Certainly; for I believe the Pres- 
ident of the Senate has in his room the very chair 
invented by this gentleman. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills, from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were severally read twice by their titles 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 788) authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to grant a register to the schooner 
William A. Hamill—to the- Committee on Com- 
merce. 

A bill (No. 789) to compensate the State of New 
Jersey for the use of the court-rooms for the 
United States court in the State-House at Tren- 
ton, in said State—to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. + 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. WILSON gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill in relation to the 
printing of post bills, blanks, printing drafts, &c., 
of the Post Ofgice Department. 


AMENDMENT OF RULES. 
Mr. GREEN gave notice of his intention to | 
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January 18, 


as an additional rule for the 


Rule No. —- All questions relating to the priority of 

| yer to be acted upon, shall be determined Without 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

| Mr. IVERSON asked, and by unanimous con. 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bil] (S. No 
515) to amend the judiciary acts in relation to 
service of process in certain cases; which wag 

| read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 

| mittee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. POLK, in pursuance of previous notice 
| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bil] (S. 
No. 514) to establish an assay office in the city 
of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Fj. 
nance. 
RESTORATION OF NAVAL OFFICERS, 


Mr. HALE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to introduce a joint resolution (S. No, 
71) authorizing the President to restore certain 
officers of the Navy to their former places; which 
I wish to have read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY. Let it lie over. I object to 
its consideration, and even to its reference at thig 
time. 
| Mr.HALE. Whatis the objection of the Sen- 
| ator from Florida? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator ob- 

| jects to its further reading at this time, or refer- 
ence. 

Mr. MALLORY. If the objection will prevent 
its reference to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to-day, 1 make the objection; if not, it can go. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The objection hay 
that effect. 

INDIAN ANNUITIES, 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian 

Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S.No, 
| 503) authorizing the President, with the consent 

of any Indian tribe, to expend their money annu- 
ities for educational, agricultural, and other ob- 
| jects, that will best contribute to their prosperity 
| and advancement, have instructed me to report 
| it back, with a recommendation that it pass. | 
will ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
consider this bill now. It is a bill having for its 
object one single actonly. It is plain in its pre- 
| visions, and so obviously necessary that I pre- 
sume there will be no objection at all to it. Its 
immediate passage, too, is one of urgent neces- 
sity. I hope I shall have the consent of the Sen- 
ate to consider the bill now. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 

the bill, the object of which is indicated by its 
| title. 
| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


J. B. DE TREVILLE. 


| Mr. CHESNUT. Yesterday, I submitted a 
resolution which, by reason of an objection, could 
_ not then be acted on. I move that that resolution 
| be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was adopted, as follows: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Sgnate be directed 
| to request the Court of Claims to return to the Senate the 

petition and papers of the heirs of Captain J. B. De Tre- 
ville. ° 





ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask the Senate to take up the 
| resolution of inquiry, submitted by me a day or 
_ two ago, in relation to Mr. Butterworth. 
Mr. POLK. I object. : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair still calls 
| for reports from committees. 

Mr. POLK. If reports are all through, I have 
no objection to the consideration of the resolution 
| of the Senator from Massachusetts. 





|| Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the resolu- 


tion I indicated. 

Mr.GWIN. I want to move to take up the un- 
finished business, in order that we may go through 
"with it to-day, and dispose of the Pacific railroad 
| bill, I hope the Senator will permit us to take 1t 
_up atthis moment, and have a vote to-day. Lam 
| very anxious to dispose of it. It has been for 
| some time before the Senate. 
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Mr. WILSON. In order to accommodate the 
Senator from California, 1 yield to him until to- 
orrow morning. 

Mr. GWIN. [move that the Senate proceed 
» the consideration of the Pacific railroad bill. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. In yielding, as I do, that 
the railroad bill shail be taken up as the business to 
be disposed of by the Senate, first in order, I de- 
sire to call the attention of the Senate to the first 
special order upon the Calendar, and to give no- 
uce, that as soon as the railroad biil shall be dis- 
posed of, I shall move that that special order and 
the subjects which are connected with it may be 
taken up and disposed of. I refer to the case of 
Commodore Paulding. It is well known that 
Commodore Paulding is prosecuted in the courts 
of the United States, in the city of New York, 
that suits are pending against him, involving 
large amounts of property, and that it is neces- 
sary that that matter should be acted upon at an 
early day, that the Government may justify the 
course of Commodore Paulding, and defend him 
against those prosecutions. I yield, however, to 
the motion of the Senator from California. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. ALLEN, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 
463) authorizing the issue of registers to the 
steamships America and Canada, and to change 


m 


t 
v 


the names of said steamships. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed certain enro!led bills, and 
they were signed by the Vice President; as fol- 
lows: 

An act for the relief of Martin Layman; 

An act to authorize the President to make ad- 
vances of money to Hiram Powers; and 

An act authorizing the issue of registers to the 
steamships America and Canada, and to change 
the names of said steamships. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 
A message from the President of the United 


States, by Mr. Hewry, his Secretary, announced | 


that the President had approved and signed, on 
the 17th instant, the following acts and resolution: 

An act to repeal ** An act to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury to change the names of 
vessels in certain cases,’’ approved Sth March, 
1856; 

An act for the relief of Eliasg@fall, of Rutland, 
Vermont; and 

A joint resolution for the appointment of two 
regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 65) to authorize the President of the 
United States to contract for the transportation of 
the mails, troops, seamen, munitions of war, 


Army and Navy supplies, and all other Govern- | 


ment service, by railroad, from the Missouri river 
toSan Francisco, in the State of California, the 
pending question being on theamendment of Mr. 

IGLER as amended. 

Mr.GREEN. | propose to amend that amend- 
ment in the twenty-first line of the sixth section, 
by adding after the words ** Postmaster General,”’ 
the words ** when he shall deem it proper.”’ It is 
to be added to that provision which requires the 
Postmaster General, when twenty-five miles only 
of the road shall be completed, to have the mails 
carried on itat the ruling rate. It seems to me 
that Dught to be left to the discretion of the Pres- 
ident. 

Mr.GWIN. There is no objection to that. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to 


Mr, GREEN. I have another small amend- | 


ment to propose; in the twenty-fifth line of the 
same section, to strike out after the word ‘* regu- 
larly,’’ the rest of that section, and insert, * de- 
ducted from the amount loaned by the United 
States.’’ It provides now that compensation shall 
be paid for the service this road may perform for 
the use of the Government, and that this compen- 
sation * shall be regularly paid from the Treasury 
of the United States quarterly, or at such times as 


may be agreed upon.’’ My amendment will make | 


it, ‘shall be regularly deducted from the amount 
loaned by the United States.”’ 


' 
| 


} 
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The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; andthe question recurring on the amendment 


of Mr. BicgLer as amended, it was adopted, as 
follows: 

Strike out the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and 
eighth sections of the original bill, and insert in 
lieu thereof: 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That, in making said 
contract, it stvall be stipulated that said road shall be divided 
into three grand divisions, to be known as the eastern, west 
ern, and middle ; the eastern and western divisions shall be 
five hundred miles in length each, and the remainder shall 
be called the middie division ; and said divisions shall be di 
vided into sections of twenty-five miles each; and that, in 
consideration of the stipulations and undertakings in said 
contract, there shall be, and is hereby, appropriated and set 
apart a quantity of lands equal to the alternate sections of 
public lands, for the space of twenty miles on each side of 
said road, and for the full extent ofthe said eastern and west 
ern divisions, said lands to be selected from the sections to 
be designated in the public surveys by odd numbers, and to 
be held and conveyed as herein provided ; and in all cases 
where the United States have disposed of said lands, or any 
part thereof, or from any cause cannot convey a legal tithe 
thereto, the deficiency may be made up from any unoccu- 
pied and unappropriated public lands within the distance of 
forty miles on either side of said road: Provided, Thatall 
mineral lands within the State of California be, and the 
same are hereby, excluded from the operation of this act; 
and, in lieu thereof, a like quantity of unoccupied and un- 
appropriated agricultural lands nearest to the line of the 
road, through said mineral lands, may be selected in alter- 
hate sections: Provided, also, That any contract which 
may be entered into shall, before it takes effect, be submit 
ted by the President to the Congress of the United States, 
and shall take effect trom and atter its ratification by aet or 
joint resolution of Congress. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the party with 
whom the contract aforesaid may be made shall proceed 
without delay to locate the general route of said road, and 
furnish a detailed survey and map thereof to the President, 
who shall cause the public lands, to the extent of forty miles 
on each side of said road, through the eastern and western 
divisions, to be surveyed, and the Indian title thereto to be 
extinguished as soon as practicable. And the provisions of 
the act of September, 1841, granting preémption rights, and 
the acts amendatory t shall be, and the saine are 
hereby, extended to the lands thus surveyed, excepting those 
herein set apart and appropriated for the use of said road: 
Provided, ‘Lihat so soon as a contract is made, in pursuance 
of the provisions of this act, for the construction of said 
road, itshall be the duty of the President to cause the public 
lands, for forty miles on each side of so much of said road 
as the contracting party shall indicate, to be withheid from 
settlement, sale, or occupation, until the lands shall have 
been surveyed, and the alternate 
vided for in this aet. 

Sec. 6. And be it further ena 
contract, 


| 
| 
| 






iereot, 


sections selected as pro 


ted, That, in making said 
it shall be stipulated that none of said lands are to 
be conveyed to the contracting party until one section of 
twenty-five miles is cor tt ud in successful operation, 
when the President convey to the said contracting 
party one half of the land pertaining to the section so com 
pleted, retaining the one half as security for the completion 
of the middie division ; and in like manner the President 
shall convey to the contracting party one half of the lands 
pertaining to each section on the eastern and western di 
Visions of said road until said divisions are finished. And 
it shall be further stipulated and provided: that, whenever 
one section of twenty-five miles of said middle division is 
completed, the President shall convey to the contracting 
party the lands retained on the sections first completed on 
the eastern division and on the section first completed on 
the western division, and soon, in like manner, till the mid- 
die dvision shal! be completed, and all the lands retained on 
the eastern and western divisions shall be conveyed to the 
said contracting party ; and said contract shall require that 
the United States mails shall at all times be carried on said 
road, under the direction and control of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, When he shali deem it proper; and all other Govern- 
ment transportation provided for in this act shall be per- 
formed under the direction of the proper Departments re- 
spectively, and the compensation therefor, at the prices 
specified in said contract, shall be regularly deducted from 
the amount loaned by the United States. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed, so soon as one 
sectio . twenty-five miles of said eastern or western di- 
vision Is made and put into successful operation, to cause 
to be issued to said contracting party bonds of the United 
States, bearing not exceeding five per centum per annum 
interest; Which interest shali be payable semi-annually, and 
the principal payable nineteen years from the date of their 
issue, to the amount of $10,000 for the eastern, and $15,000 
for the western division for each mile of the same; and in 
like manner, when anothersection of twenty-five miles of 
said divisions is made and put into successful operation, an 
equal amount of bonds shail be issued and delivered to said 
contracting party, and so with each succeeding section, un- 
til the whole road shall have been completed through said 
divisions; which sum of money thus advanced, together 
with the interest thereon, is to be repaid to the United States 
by the said contracting party in the transportation and ser- 
vice provided for in this act; and no compensation, other 
than the lands appropriated and bonds authorized to be is- 











|| sued by this act, shall be made to the contracting party for 


transportation and service rendered under their contracts, 
until the value of such transportation and service shall be 
equal to the aggregate amount of the principal and interest 
of said bonds: Provided, That all the iron necessary to con- 
struct said rajlroad, and which may compose the track of 
the same, shdll be of American manufacture. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, hat the President bey 


|| and he is hereby, further authorized and directed, so soon 


as One section of twenty-five miles of said middle division 


| shall be completed and put in successful operation, to cause 


to be issued to said contracting party bonds of the United 


astileeeratneesteenentiearnantiperetianernaciapemsa matali ool 
States, maturing thirty years after their date, bearing inter- 
est not exceeding five per centum perannum, to the amount 
of 225,000 per mile, and so on, in hke manner, for each sec- 
tion of twenty-five miles, until said middle division shall be 
completed ; which bonds, together with those hereinbefore 
authorized to be issued, shall be a first lien on said road 
from its eastern to its western ‘terminus, and be reimburs- 
able, together with the interest. in transporation and mail 
service ; the bonds issued as hereinbefore provided being 
first paid, the whole amount of compensation for service to 
the Government shall be applied toward the cancellation of 
the principal and interest on the bonds issued on the mid- 
dle division, until the whole amount thereof shall be paid 
in full. Provided, That the aggregate amount of bonds issued 
under the provisions o/ this act shall not exceed the sum of 


ieee 1,000,000, 


Mr. WARD. I move to amend the bill in the 
first section by striking out the words * from a 
point on the Missouri river, between the mouths 
of the Big Sioux and Kansas rivers, to San Fran- 
cisco, in the State of California, on the most eli- 
gible route, reference being had to feasibility, 
shortness, and economy;’’ and inserting, in lieu 
thereof: 

From some point between the forty-ninth and thirty- 
gecond parallels of north latitude, to the nearest eligible 


point on the Pacifie const, in the State of California, refer- 
ence being had to feasibility, shortness, and economy. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I wish to submit to the 
Chair, before the vote is taken on that proposi- 
tion, a question of order as to whether, after the 
Senate adopts a motion to strike out and insert, 
it is in order to move to strike out the matter in- 
serted and insert other words. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvart 
in the chair.) The Chair will inform the Senator 
that it would not be. If a motion to strike out 
and insert prevails, it will prevent a subsequent 


|} motion to strike out any part of the matter in- 


serted, 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Is it competent for me, 
then, to move a division of the question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not di- 
visible. The Senator may move to amend it. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have given notice of an 
amendment which, at the proper time, I intended 
to bring before the Senate. Itis notmy object to 
discuss the merits of it at all; but I ask the See- 
retary to read it; and I move to insert the sub- 
stance of my amendment in lieu of the provision 
proposed to be inserted by the amendment which 
has just been moved. I propose it as an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Arkansas. 

The Secretary read it. It is to strike out the 
words ** from a point on the Missouri river be- 
tween the mouths of the Big Sioux and Kansas 
rivers,’ and insert, ** from Fort Smith, on the 
western boundary of the State of Arkansas.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Ark- 
ansas to the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN and Mr. SEWARD called 
for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. Is that an amendment to the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GWIN. If that is voted in, then it will 
come up afterwards for final decision. 

The bRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
will still be on the amendment as amended. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 3, nays 48; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Mallory, Sebastian—3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bright, Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Coila- 
mer, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwig, Hale, Ham- 
lin, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Jones, King, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Seward, Shields, Sim- 
mons, Slidell, Siuart, ‘Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, 
Wade, Ward, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee—48. 

Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, had paired off with 
Mr. Bayarop. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected; and the question recurred on the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Wann. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the amend- 


_ ment by striking out “ thirty-two,”’ and inserting 


“ thirty.” 

Mr. SEWARD. IL ask for the yeas and nays. 
[** No!” **No!’’] Why not have the yeas and 
nays? I want them simply for the reason that I 


think so important a vote as this should stand 


| forever; and I want to record my vote. 
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The yea and nays were ordered; and, being 


taken, resulted—yy 2}, nays 32; as follows; 
YEAS—Mesers. Bayard, Benjamin, Brown, Clay, Cling 
man, Crittenden, Fitzpat . Hammond, Houston, Iver 
Bon, Johuves (Tens ee, Mall Reid, Rice, Bebastian, 
Slidell, Sruaet, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Ward, 
and V ules l. ! 
NAYS—Meders. Allen, Bates, Bell, Bigler, Bright, Brod 
erick. Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Dur 
kee, Fy nae I Foot, Foster, Green. Hale, Ham 
lin, Hari Ie Kennedy, King, Polk, Pugh, Seward, 
Shicida. Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright 
So tl mendment to the amendment was re- 
je ted, and the q tion yY rred on the original 
amendment of Mr. Warp 
Mr. GREEN. I propose to amend the pro- 
rr d imi im t of t senator trom "Tl xXas,. 
My re tion of that endmentis that the first 
mart of ’ ‘in | ‘+ Ow rd , ** from point 
lear nthe i fthe Big Sioux and Kansas 
rive ag tol et ity urtof the im nd- 
menta it nto strike out the tofthe 
amendm , and rt the following: 
The « tern terminus of which shall beat the most con 
venient and eligible point on the western boundary of 1 
t ef vi i ind Ww tw t es tos j road as 
follow one on the south, commencing not south of Fulton 
in the State of Arkansas; and t ron the north, com 
mencing not! the B ux river, lalleont ting 
at the moet p e point not further west than 102° of 
west longitud 
Mr. Pi lent, I presume the object and inten- 
tion of my amendment will strike every one at 
once without explanat It is simply to ac- 
cor odate all sections of the Union—the center 
with then ) trunk; t North with the north 
branc!} nd per thy willing that the north- 
ern Sei Ld » their own point for 
that Se “i th suth branch, (and I am 
perfectly willing that southern Senators shall ac- 
commodate tl nselves with that.) I do not be- 
lieve that three roads can be sustained, owing to 
the extent of country which will be always un- 
productive. I stated the other day that tl 
must be from five hundred to one thousand miles 
of unproductive country that could not support a 
road. I find that that statem nt is called in ques- 
tion, because five hundred or one thousand con- 
secutive miles of such land, all in one body, can- 
not be found My statement did not go to that 
extent. I meant to say that thet is a Space equal 
to five hundred, or from that to athousand miles, 
that must ever unproductive. Being thus un- 
productive, it affords nothine to support a rail- 
road The eg wal and necessities east and 


west of it, both for the Government and for com- 


mercial interes . will justify the Government in 
ASSIS the construction of the road. «When 
you get eastward and westward, let it radiate so 
us to accommodat all sections of the Union. 
These three brat may be supported because 
they will run through a country affording some- 
thine to sust a road This presents th whole 
case, and it needs no argument to illustrate it. I 
ask for the yeas and nays 

The veas and nays W ordered. 

Mr. SELIELDS. If lL understand the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Missour, it 


will not, as it is worded, give a northern road; 
nor do I und nd itexactly as giving a south- 
ern road, lt is only one road with two branches. 
Ifthe honorable Senator will change his amend- 
ment so that it will give usa northern road, com- 
mencing from a point of departure on the western 
boundary line of Minnesota, and terminating any- 
where he chooses at the Pacific; and a southern 
road, commencing where it is intended on the 
western line of Texas, and terminating where he 
leases on the Pacific, 1 shall vote for it. 

Mr. GREEN. The colleague of the Senator 
from Minnesota has an amendment, of which he 
has given notice, providing for three distinct 
roads; three through roads. I before remarked 
that I did not believe the character of the country 
would justify Uiree roads, nor would the wants 
of the Government justify us in assisting in their 
construction; but Ido: believe they will justify 
one road, That one I Want to make as central. to 
business and population as we well can. Asa 
matter of necessity, there will be a little diverg- 
ence, depending on the topography of the coun- 
try. The termination, however, on the Pacific is 
a Axed fact in the bill. So of the termination on 
the east. I want it reduced to a certainty, so that 
nobody will even be able to imagine a doubt. 
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My amendment will limit the eastern terminus 
of the main trunk of the road to the State of Mis- 
sourl. 

It may look selfish in me to offer such a prop- 
osition; and, but for the fact that my State is so 
favorably situated, surrounded by good sisters 
North and South, | should hardly have the hardi- 
hood thus to present it. Then, the main trunk 
being central, the route of the road of course will 
depend on the surveys and the topography of the 
country, the advantages and the disadvantages of 
the various lines being considered; for I do not 
regard it as very material in the interior what 
route is taken, provided it be the best, but the 
termination | de consider material. lis accommo- 
dation to the Government and the people depends 
upon its termination. ‘Thus, having the main 
trunk central, and a northern branch running 
some two hundred and fifty miles before it con- 
nects, it may start from any point that northern 
Senators prefer. I have named in my proposed 
amendment the mouth of the Big Sioux, because 
I Yelieve that would point in all directions in the 
North. So of the southern branch I have pro- 
posed, commencing not further south than Ful- 
ton, forthat will pointin all directions to southern 
cities and southern communities, thus accommo- 
dating all. I think now the Senator will under- 
stand precisely the scope and object of my 
amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I think I do understand it. 
I think | understand that the honorable Senator 
tty well satisfied with a great central route 
that will start from the western part of Missouri, 
and will be better satisfied if he can get a south- 
ern route and a northern route starting from the 
western part of Missouri too. That is his idea, 
as | understand it; but for my own part, I repeat 
what I said at first: | am willing to go for a cen- 
tral route starting from the western part of Mis- 
sourl, that is, a fair central route; or lam willing 
to go for three routes, a central route, a south- 
ern route, and a northern route; but I am not ex- 
actly prepared to go for a central route that has 
two branches, both from the western part of Mis- 
sourl. 

Mr. GREEN, j 
was willing to have the northern branch located 
by the Senator himself, and the southern branch 
by any of the association of southern Senators. 
W hatever theyagree on, I shall be willing to carry 
out. Lexpressly give a latitude which excludes 
the idea of confining the branches to the State of 
Missouri, and if you want to designate a partic- 
ular point, [ am willing to do so, and say the 
mouth of the Big Sioux shall-be the northern 
point. So of the southern branch; I am willing 
to say Fulton, Fort Smith, or whatever point is 


l pore 


preferred by southern Senators, shall be its term-- 


inus, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think I can make a sug- 
gestion that will obviate the difficulties between 
the two Senators. A grant of land has already 
been made for a railroad from St. Paul to sub- 


BE, 


I expressly remarked that I 


stantially the southwest corner of the State of | 


Minnesota. Now this branch, proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri, from the mouth of the 
Big Sioux, would leave a gap of some forty or 
sixty miles between the mouth of that river and 
the southwestern boundary of Minnesota. If he 
will insert in the amendment, instead ‘* the 
mouth of the Big Sioux,’’ ** the southwest Corner 
of the State of Minnesota,’’ it will accommodate 
my friend from Minnesota; or say ‘a point on 
the western boundary of Minnesota.”’ This will 
save that gap of forty or sixty miles, not now 
provided for by the amendment. 

Mr.GREEN. To accommodate Senators! will 
change my proposition for the northern termi- 
nation by striking out **the mouth of the Big 
Sioux,’’ and inserting whatever they agree upon. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Say “ Breckinridge, in Min- 
nesota.’’ 

Mr. GREEN. I should object to going up so 
far as that. I should not object to going up to 
the southwestern boundary of Minnesota; but it 
would not do to go up so far as is now suggested 
The mouth of the Big Sioux would suit me; and 
to connect with the southwestern corner of Min- 
nesota would suit equally well; but I should not 
be willing to let it run clear up to the forty-ninth 
parallel; for I do not think that would be treating 


_ the roads of Iowa and Illinois quite fairly. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Will not the honorable Sen- 


fide northern route, the branch proposed by 
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ator be wiljing to let us take the line which has 
been surveyed by the Government—the northern 
line—which has been ascertained to be practica. 
ble by exploration and survey? Give us a rea] 
bona fide northern route, if we are to have one. I 
do not expect we are to have any. We have a 
railroad grant extending from St. Paul to Breck. 
inridge. Let us continue that road on to the Pa- 
cific. I shall be satisfied with that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator wants a bong 


, , ' ; the 
Senator from Missouri and the provisions of his 


amendment will not accomplish that object at all, 
A bona fide northern route would be from the 
western border of Minnesota, say the town of 
Breckinridge, which he has designated, being at 
the junction of the Bois de Sioux river with the 
Red River of the North, or the Ojibway, as jt 
should properly be called, and thence to Puget 
Sound. If we are to make three roads, that should 
certainly be one of them. I am by no means cer- 
tain but that the proposition which has been made 
by the other Senator from Minnesota, [Mr.Ricer, 
for a grant of land on three roads, setting apart 
the alternate sections for railroad purposes and 
granting preémption rights at a nominal price on 
the other alternate sections, would be the best 
proposition—I am not certain butthat I shall votg 
for that as a substitute for this. Then, one of tho 
roads ought to start where the Senator from Min. 
nesota [Mr. Sure.ps] indicates; but if we are to 
take only one route and that a central route, the 
branch that goes north to Minnesota should run 
so as to accommodate the railroads in Iowa and 
Illinois and further east, and | cannot consent to 
turn that branch into a northern road to the ex- 
clusion of my State. The proposition, as the Sen- 
ator from Missouri has it, suits‘Ur interests very 
well. It does not quite accommodate those of 
Mirnesota, and I am willing to modify it so that 
it shall accommodate Minnesota, by going to her 
southwestern boundary, and running a straight 
line; but if you take a different route and makea 
crooked line, | cannot consent to it. 

Mr.PUGH. It seems to me that this amene- 
ment really makes the bill worse in its very worst 
feature. It has been conceded on all hands that 
it will take allthe money we can give, and a great 
deal more, to make the main stem of this road 
through the desert and the mountain passes. Yet 
the proposition now before us is to make two 
branches precisely where we do not want them; 
that is, where Senators have said they do not 
want them; wherethere is no interest for the Gov- 
ernment to give eon: towards them. They will 
be made. The road from Missouri westward to 
the hundred and second meridian will be made, 
and the read from Mjnnesota will be made to the 
junction, and so will the road from Arkansas. 
These are roads through Kansas and Nebraska, 
where the land is valuable; where men will build 
it for the alternate sections. Why give them 
$10,000 per mile to build these roads? We do not 
want them. What we want is the stem; ana the 
effect of this. proposition will be to make three 
roads, at the expense of the Government, through 
the fertile country, and not to have the part of 
Hamlet at all. I shall therefore vote against the 
amendment; and if it is carried I shall certainly 
vote against the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 9, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Broderick, Fiteh, Green, Johnson of 
Arkansas, Mallory, Poik, Rice, Sebastian, and Wade—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bigler, Bright, Brown, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Hammond, 
Harlan, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Jones, Kennedy, King, Pugh, Reid, Seward, Shields, Sim 
mons. Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Trumbull, Ward, Wilson, 
and Wright—45. 

So Mr. Grern’s amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


} recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 


Texas, [Mr. ahd 
Mr. SEWARD. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ALLEN. Let the amendment be read. 
The Secretary read the amendment; which is 


| to strike out, in lines seven, eight, and nine, of 


! 


section one, the words: 

«From a point on the Missouri river, between the mouth 
of the Big Sioux and Kansas rivers, to San Francisco, in 
the State of California, on the most eligible route, reter- 
ence being had to feasibility, shortness, and economy.” 
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And insert, in lieu thereof: 


From some point between the forty-ninth and thirty-sec- 
ond parallels of north latitude, to the nearest eligible point 


on the Pacific coast, in the State of California, reference || dred miles from Texas to the boundary of Cali- 


being had to feasibility, shortness, and economy. 

Mr. RICE. I move to amend the amendment, 
after the word ‘‘ California,’’ by inserting the 
words, ** or on Puget sound.”’ 


Mr. BRODERICK. I do not see my colleague 


in his seat. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam here. 

Mr. BRODERICK. 
is present. 1 want him to inform the Senate that 
this amendment will take the terminus away from 
San Francisco; and, as I believe my colleague and 
mvself both wish to.make San Francisco the term- 
inus of this road, I hope he will exert his in- 
fluence upon the Senate; and if I have any friends 
here, I hope they will vote against this amend- 
ment; because I do not care about having the 
terminus further south than San Francisco. 
that reason I shall oppose the amendment. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, neither the Terri- 
tory of Oregon nor Washington is represented 
upon this floor. 1 would therefore call upon the 
friends of those Territories, if they have any here, 
to see that their rights are protected. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE called for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment to the amendment; and they 
were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest to the Sen- 


I see that my colleague | 


For | 


ator from Minnesota to add to his amendment the | 


words **or some intermediate point.’’ [ think 
the mouth of the Columbia river ought to be open. 
Oregon ought not to be excluded. 

Mr. RICE. I accept the modification. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE.. Mr. President, I do not 


rise to discuss this amendment, but simply to call || 


If this amendment prevails, it will be virtually 


| voting for a southern route, for the Senator from 


| nia. 


the attention of the Senate to the map. The ori- || 


ginal amendment of the Senator from Texas re- 
quires the road to be built on the shortest, as well 
as on the most feasible route; and any one ac- 
quainted with the map knows that when abso- 
lutely the shortest route to California is required 
to be taken, the northern route may not stand a 
fair chance to be considered, unless this amend- 
ment be adopted to include Puget Sound. There- 
fore I shall vote for the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Was the modification I sug- 
gested accepted ? 

Mr, RICE. Yes, sir; and if in order, I would 
like further to modify it by striking out the 
word **shortest.”? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
also embodies in his amendment a proposition to 
strike the word ‘‘ shortest” out of the original 
amendment. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Before the vote is taken, 
I wish to call the attention of Senators who favor 
the northern route to this amendment. The 
Senator from Texas the other day told us that 
the distance from the Texas boundary to the 


Texas says that it is only a little over five hun- 


fornia; and if a road of five hundred miles dis- 
tance can be found, I should like to know the 
contractors who would propose to build a road for 
one thousand eight hundred miles. I hope Sen- 
ators who favor the northern route will see that 
this proposition will not secure it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There is evidently a misap- 
prehension as to the distances as well as to the 
termsofthisamendment. ‘The amendmentas pro- 
posed is very vague on one point. It strikes out 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Then I wish to call his at- 
tention to the fact that it is necessary to put in 
some eastern line. 


Mr. WARD. The amendment which L offered, 
and which is now before the Senate, does not con- 


- template Government aid through the States. It 


the starting point on the Missouri river, and then | 


says, the road shall commence at some point be- 
tween the thirty-second and forty-ninth degrees of 
latitude. Some point where? How fareast? The 
Mississippi river? The Missouri river? Is it on 
the prairies? Is it on the Rocky Mountains? It 
does not state on what eastern line it is to start. 
It is entirely vague on that point. 
from California is under a misapprehension that 
it means the western border of the existing States 
in the Mississippi valley. Then he says itis only 
five hundred and thirty-nine miles from the west- 


The Senator | 


ern border of ‘Texas until you strike the eastern | 


border of California; but this does not stop at the 


eastern boundary of California. Itis six hundred, | 


or seven hundred, or eight hundred miles from 


there up to San Francisco, and you mustadd that | 
to the five hundred miles from ‘Texas to Califor- | 


That would make about thirteen hundred 
miles from the western border of ‘Texas to San 
Francisco. 


Mr. BRODERICK. The amendment, as I un- | 


derstand it, does not provide for carrying the road 


to San Francisco, but to the eastern boundary of 


California. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand it is to the Pacific 
ocean, t is to cross through the State of Cali- 
fornia to the Pacific. Hence you must add to the 
distance to C on the Texas route, the 
space between Fort Yuma and San Francisco. 
But the amendment is so vague that it is impos- 


Luifornia 


|| sible to tell what it means; for this reason: It says 


boundary of California was but five “hundred | 


miles, I think. 


the amendment as it 


| a road to E! Paso. 


the road is to start somewhere between the thirty- 
second and forty-ninth parallels, and run west to 
the Pacific; but how far east is it to start? 
New York, Cincinnati, the Mississippi river, the 
Rocky Mountains, or where? No eastern line is 
fixed by the amendment as it is. You cannot 
compute any distance until you find out where 
your eastern line is. That is the difficulty with 
now stdnds. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Contractors have already 
taken a contract from the State of Texas to build 


| boundary of California, the Senator from Texas 
| Says, is but five hundred and thirty-nine miles. 


Mr. WARD. Five hundred and thirty-nine | 


miles. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Now, the Senator from 
Minnesota says that the distance from St. Paul 
to Vancouver is some eighteen hundred miles. 
] would ask the Senator from Minnesota if he 
believes that the northern route will be consid- 
ered at all, if a southern route of five hundred and 
thirty-nine miles can be found ? 

_Mr. RICE. I will answer the Senator’s ques- 
tion. I know that the odds are against us in dis- 


tance, and I am fearful that the chances are against | 
us here; but believing as I do that the northern | 


route is the only route upon which a railroad can 
be built, and with moderate means be sustained, 
1 am willing to take the odds and chances. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Well, sir, 1 arth not. I 


shall favor the middle route, which is nearer than | 


the route named by the Senator from Minnesota. 
It is but one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
five miles from St. Joseph, in Missouri, to Beni- 


cia, in California, by the way of Noble’s Pass. | 
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Then, if you go direct from there to the Pacific, 


| it will make San Diego or Guaymas the terminus | 


of the road, one or the other, and the distance 
from there to San Francisco by land is, as I stated 
the other day, some seven hundred miles, So 
that, if the Senator from Illinois wishes to make 


At | 


From El! Paso to the eastern | 


San Francisco the terminus, he had better vote | 
against this amendment, for it contemplates 


making some point on the Pacific, south of San 


| Francisco, the terminus. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 
the idea that I intended to convey. 
amendment there is no eastern terminus fixed. 
The bill fixes it on the Missouri river; but when 
that eastern line is stricken out, you can begin 


The Senator does not catch | 
By ‘this | 


under this amendment at Portland, Maine, or | 


at’ New York, or at Richmond, or Chicago, or 
Charleston, or Lake Superior. I presume that 


| whoever offered the amendment intended to fix 


some place in the Mississippi valley; but it is not 
there. lam suggesting, therefore, that if you do 
not know how far east you are going to start, you 


. c . : 
cannot tell how long the distance will be until you | 


strike the Pacific ocean. 
Mr. BRODERICK. I will inform the Senator 
from Illinois that the Senator from Texas -intro- 


| duced the amendment. 


leaves the termini open for capitalists to select, so 
as to have the benefit of roads already built and in 
prospect being constructed through the States. In 
my judgment, when we reach our Pacific posses- 
sions by Government aid, through the Ferrito- 
ries, on the most eligible, the shortest, and the 
cheapest route, we shall have exhausted all the 
authority we have, under a strict construction of 
the Constitution, to build a road by Government 
aid at all. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator’s explanation 
makes his idea perfectly intelligible; but, by an 
oversight, no deubt, the amendment does not con- 
fine the road to the Territories of the United 
States. His idea is to begin on the western bor- 
ders of the States; but his amendment provides 
that it shall run to the Pacific ocean at some point 
in the State of California. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I understand that the 
amendment does not provide for carrying the road 
to the Pacific ecean; but to the eastern boundary 
of California. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let the Secretary read it. I 
have just read it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection on the part of the Senate, the amend- 
ment will be read. 

Mr. BRODERICK. I[ formed my opinion from 
the remarks of the Senator from Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas. 

The Secretary again read the amendment. 

* Mr. DOUGLAS. It will be seen that it pro- 
vides for the road running through: the entire 
State of California, to the Pacific ocean, excluding 
the idea that itis to be confined to the Territories. 
As the idea of its being confined to the Territo- 
ries is expressly excluded, | want to know how 
far east itis to run? ‘The Senator from Texas 
may modify it by saying, ** from the western 
border of the States in the valley of the Missis- 
sippi to the eastern border of the Pacific States;’’ 
that would make it specific. ‘Trouble has arisen 
from that uncertainty, which was a mere over- 
sight, of course, in preparing the amendment. 

Mr. RICE. IL propose a further amendment, 
in order to make this proposition conform to the 
amendment which I laid on the table the other 
day. Itds, after the word * latitude,’’ to insert, 
‘* on the eastern border of any of the Territories 
of the United States.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chait un- 
derstands the Senator from Minnesota to modify 
the amendment he has already moved. ‘The Sec- 
retary will read the amendment of the Senator 
from Minnesota, as modified. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Insert the words: 

From some point between the forty-ninth and thirty- 
second parallels of north latitude, on the eastern border of 
any of the Territories of the United States, to the nearest 
eligible point on the Pacific coast in the State of California 
or on Puget Seund, reference being bad to feasibility, short 
ness, and economy. 

Mr. DOUGLAS That will not quite aecom- 
plish the object. I suppose we might begin on 
the eastern border of the Territory of Utah and 
still be on the west side of the Rocky Mountains, 

Mr. RICE. The Senator had better propose 
a modification that will meet his views. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iwas only making a sug- 
gestion to find out what it means. If it means to 
run the road from the western border of Texas, 
Arkansas, Missouri, lowa, or Minnesota, to some 
point on the Pacific ocean in the State of Califor. 
nia, that will express the idea. I was trying to 
get at what idea was intended to be conveyed by 
the amendment. ; 
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The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Mr. Rice’s amendment to the amendment, re- 
sulted—yeas 9, nays 43; as follows: 

VEAS—Mesers. Benjamin, Brown, Doolittle, Fitch, Mal 
lory, Rice, Shields, Stuart, and Toombs—9. 

NAYS—Moeesrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bell, Bigler, Brod 
erick, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Coila 
mer, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Douglas, Durkee, Fitzpat 
rick, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Hammond, Harlan, 
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fHlouston. Iverson, Jobnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Ten 
nessee, Jones, King. Polk, Pugh. Reid, Sebastian, Seward, 
Simmons, Slidell, Trumbull, Wade, Ward, Wilson, and 


Wright~ ist. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected; and the question recurr don the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wann. 

The question being taken by 
resultgyl—yeas 24, nays 30; 

VYEAS—Meears. Bates, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Hammond, 
Houston. Hunter, Iverson, Joinseon of Arkansas, Johnson ot 
"Tennessee, Mailory, Polk, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Thom 
son of New Jersey, Toombs, and Ward—4. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, Chand 


yeas and nays, 
as follows: 


Jer, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon. Doolittle, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Har 
lan, King, Pugh, Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—0. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I design to offer two or 
three amendments to the bill, the first of which is 
in relation to the lands that are reserved for rail 
road purposes; the second is as to the alternate 
sections, the even numbered sections; and the 
third is in relation to the security which the 
Government of the United States is to hold for 
the moneys advanced. ‘The first amendment is 
in section five to insert the word **that’’in the 
eleventh line between ** excepting’ and ** thase,’’ 
and also to insert after the word ** road’”’ in the 
twelfth line, ** shall not be subject to settlement 
at preémption at less than $2 50 per acre,’ and 
after the word ‘‘ scttlements’’ in line seventeen, 
to strike out ** sale,’’ and to strike out all of the 
section after the word ** occupation’’ in the sev- 
enteenth line, so that the clause will read: 


« And the provisions of the 
ing preémption rights, 
shall be, 


act of September, 1841. grant 

and the acts amendatory thereof, 
andthe same are hereby, extended to the lands 
thus surveyed, excepting that thoee herein set apart and 
appropriated for the use of said road shall not be subject to 
settlement at preemption at less than $2 50 per acre: Pro 

vided, That so soon as a contract is made in pursuance of 
the provisions of this act, for the construction of said road, 
itshall be the duty of the President to cause the public lands 
jor forty miles on each side of so much of said road as the 
contracting party shail indicate, to be withheld from settle- 
ment or Occupation.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Isthatamendment in order? 
I understand that the Senator from Pennsylvania 
|Mr. Bierer| offered, as an amendment to the 
bill, after the third section, to strike out four or five 
sections; and that amendment has been adopted. 
The fifth section, offered by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, having been amended, has been 
adopted; and now the Senator from Wisconsin 
proposes to go back to that section and amend it 
again. Is that in order? 

~The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr.) 
The Chair inquired of the Secretary whether the 
amendment was offered to the original bill or to 
the matter which has been inserted on the motion 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania. If to that 
amendment, it is not in order. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If to the original bill, it 
cannot be in order, because that has been stricken 
out. If to the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, it cannot be in order, because that 
has been already amended and adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis not amend- 
able at thistime. ‘The amendment is notin order. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If this amendment be not 
in order, I shall offer the same amendment when 
the bill comes back to the Senate; but | have an- 
other amendment which I propose to offer, and 
that is, to add certain additioral sections after the 
sixth section of the bill, which has been already 
amended by the amendment of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania; the substance of which is to apply 
the provisions of the homestead bill, as pending 
before the Senate, to the even-numbered sections 
for forty miles on each side of the road. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. . The Chair is 
informed that the sixth section of the original bill 
was also stricken out. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. This is to insert matter 
after the sixth and before the seventh section. 


Mr. BIGLER, The seventh section was also | 
stricken out. | 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Then I propose to add it | 


after the ninth section. - 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ment; which is to add, as an additional section: 
Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That any person who 
is the head of a family, and a citizen of the United States, 


who shall have declared his intention to become a citizen | 


of the United States according to law, shall, from and after 
the passage of this act, be entitled to enter one quarter sec- 


tion of vacant and unappropriated public lands, or a quan- | 
tity equal thereto, to be located in a body, in conformity | 
with the legal subdivisions of the public lands, and after the | 


same shall have been surveyed, upon the even-numbered 
ecuons, Within forty miles of said railroad route, excepting 
the sixteenth ind thirty-sixth sections in each township 
reserved tor school purposes: Provided, That the person 
applying forthe benefit of this section shall, upon application 


to the register of the Jand office in which he or she is about | 


t 


to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
that he or she is the head of a family, and that itis bona fide 
his intention to settle and make his or her homestead upon 
the same; and upon making the affidavitas above required, 
and filing the affidavit with the register, he or she shal! there 

upon be permitted to enter the quantity of land already spe- 
cilied: Provided, however, That no certificate shall be 
given, or patent issued therefor, until the expiration of five 
years from the date of such entry: .4nd provided further, 
That if, at the exptration of such time, the person making 
such entry, or if he be deag@, his widow, or in case of her 
death, his heirs or devisee, or in case of a widow making 
such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death, shall 
prove, by two credible witnesses, that he, she, or they, have 
continued to reside upon and cultivate said land, and still 
reside upon the same, and have not alienated the same, or 
anv part thereof; then, in such case, he,she, or they, shall 
be entitled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by 





law: nd provided further, In case of the death of both | 


father and mother, leaving an infant child or children under 
fourteen years of age, the right and the fee shall inure to the 
benesitof said child or children; and the executor, adminis 
trator, Or guardian, may, at any thine Within two years after 
the death of th 
efit of said infants, but for no other purpose; and the pur 
chaser shall acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and 
be entitled to a patent from the United States. 


» surviving parent, sell said land forthe ben- | 


Mr. PUGH, (before the Secretary had con- | 


cluded the reading of the amendment.) I suggest 
that it is unnecessary to read that amendment. 
‘The Senator has told us that it is the homestead 
bill. Iam in favor of the homestead bill, but I 
do not want to put it in this bill by way of a rider. 
You might just as well add the Lord's prayer. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
can be dispensed with by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BIGLER. I object. 


The reading | 


The PRESIDING OFFI@ER. The reading | 


will be continued. 

Mr. PUGH. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Pennsylvania has aright to have the amend- 
ment read. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
intended to object to the amendment, not to dis- 
pensing with the reading of it. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chairhears 
no objection to dispensing with the reading of the 
amendment. ‘The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not propose to de- 
tain the Senate, but I regard this amendment as 
a very important one. 
ferent light from the Senator from Ghio, who re- 
rards it asa rider intended to defeat the bill, as I 
understood him. 

Mr. PUGH. 
defeat the bill, but | thought it had no connection 
with the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it is the vary pro- 
vision that will build this road. 
to actual settlers every other section on the line 


I withdraw the objection. I 
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before this body, I suggest to the Chair whether 
such a motion is in order. It has no connection 
with the subject; it is not germane to it; it is en- 
tirely dissimilar, and a very important subject: 
quite as much so as the railroad. It is roposed 
to put it on here as an amendment in the shape 
ofa single section. I raise the question of order 
for the consideration of the Chair. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chairover. 
rules the point of order. It is compeient for any 
amendment to be made to a bill, even to add an- 
other bill on an entirely distinct subject. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. §Lapprehend that it is en. 
tirely germane to the bill. ‘This bill provides for 
a certain disposition of the public lands along the 
route of the road, and surely nothing can be more 
appropriate, or more clearly in order, than to pro- 
pose to make a different disposition of them. This 
Is a provision to give away the alternate sections 
of the public lands to the actual settler—a very 
valuable provision, and one which will insure the 
building of the road, in my judgment. 

I was about to say that we have had some litt|. 
experience in Illinois in regard to the construction 
of railroads through regions of country which 
were not well settled. Our great central railroad, 
as itis called, at the time it was located and con. 
structed, passed through regions of country where 
there were no inhabitants at all. You might travel 
for many miles without being in sight of asingle 
dwelling, at the time thatroad was located. The 
policy of the persons who constructed that road 
seems to have been to make money out of the 
lands. They withheld the lands from sale unti! 
the road was completed. They are now selling 
them. The result was, that when the road was 
finished, there was no population along the line 
of road; there was no business for the road to do; 
and henge it was not so profitable an investment 
as many supposed it would be; and, even up to 
the present time, that road is scarcely paying run- 
ning expenses. Now, if weare to have a railroad 
to the Pacific ocean, let us adopt that policy which 
will induce settlement along the line of the road 
for its protection. We can build it more cheaply 
in this way; and when the road is constructed, we 
shall have something for it to do. -I trust the 


| amendment will be adopted; and upon the ques- 
tion of its adoption I should like to have the yeas 
* 


We have heard it several times. | 
The Senator | 


1 look at it in a very dif- | 


I did not say it was intended to | 


of the road across the continent, you will settle | 


the country; people will flock there. If you give 
one hundred and sixty acres of land to every man 


who will go and settle upon it, you will have a | 


population along the line of the road by the time || 


the road is built, and something for it to do to sus- 
tain itself. 1 believe the very best way to build 


aroad across the continent is to give away at least | 


one half the lands to those who will go and settle 
upon them. I am in favor of the homestead bill, 
as applied to all our public lands, and especially 
as applied to the lands along a railroad route to 
the Pacific. We have had some little experience 
in the building of railroads in Illinois 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator allow me one 
moment? Il afm disposed to raise a question of 
order on this ‘amendment. It was impossible to 
hear the reading distinctly, and I am not certain 
that it is in any way connected with the railroad. 
If itis an independent proposition to attach to 
this bill the homestead bill which is now pending 





i 


and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DURKEE. Mr. President, I concur with 
the remarks of the Senator from Illinois. It 
strikes me that this is a proper method to aid in 
the construction of this great enterprise. A rail- 
road to the Pacific will be worth nothing to us, 
unless the country is settled; and] would extend 
the provision still further. | move an amendment 
to the amendment of my colleague, to insert ‘‘one 
hundred miles’’ instead of * forty miles,’’ as the 


| breadth of the country to be granted to actual set- 


tlers. 
Mr. DAVIS. As I understand the proposition, 
it is merely to grant alternate sections of land 


| alofig some route which is to be selected for the 


construction of a railroad. If it is intended by 


| Senators to confine that grant to the mountain 


If you will give |! 


region, or the general section of country which 
/ we term desert, the only objection I see to it is 
that it would make population too sparse; that 
the expense of military defense would be far 
creater than the value of the land, if people could 
be induced to go and settle upon it. If it be de- 
sirable to establish settlements in that region of 
country, I submit to Senators whether it would 
not be better to grant whole bodies of land, or 
certain amounts of land, in given localities, to per- 
sons who would take possession of it, limiting 
| them to very small amounts per head, so as to 
constitute within themselves the power of their 

own defense? I think we are wandering off from 
| subjects of the highest importance, and directing 
our attention simply to the question of what will 
contribute to the profits of a railroad after it Is 
built? It may be a very good policy apart from 
| the railroad; but I think it has no connection with 

the subject. Apart, however, from the question 
| of constructing a railroad to the Pacific, it may be 
good polic —I doubt if it is, however—to invite 
settlement into the wilderness; that unpromising 
wilderness where the small spots of fertile land 
are separated from the rest of the country by 1n- 
termediate desert; but if that be a good policy, I 
| believe it would be sounder to give them the whole 
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of such spots or valleys of land, and in such smal! 
quantities as would constitute a self-protecting 
and self-sustaining population. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have voted 
on all occasions, when an opportunity has been 
pre sented to me so to vote, to settle this question 
during this session. I have done so from no hos- 
tility toa Pacific railroad. lam myself in favor 
of giving the aid of the Government in the con- 
struction of a road across the continent. It is 
desirable, from all considerations, it seems to me; 
but from a_ settled conviction upon my mind, 
that there was no feasible project presented to the 
Senate for its consideration, and that there was 
no probability of arriving at any result, I have 
voted to postpone or to lay this bill upon the ta- 


jle whenever s ion has been presented. | 
ble wl ver such a motion has b psented 


Twice, I think, | have given distinct votes to set- 
tle ‘the matter for the session in that way; but 1 
repeat again, | have given those votes from no 
hostility to a road, but simply for the reason that 
J did not believe any project which could be pre- 
sented here could receive the favorable action of 
the Senate at this session, and I thought there 
were questions of public importance that de- 
manded our time. 


One reason which led me to believe so was that 


J thought it utterly impracticable to construct a 


railroad across this continent through forests or | 


over deserts. I think so now; but looking to one 
ofthe main objections which have rested on my 
mind, I think the proposition which is offered by 
the Senator from Wisconsin serves in a manner 
to obviate and clear itaway. A railroad across 
this continent, whether it shall go all the way over 
fertile lands, or through forests, is a thing that 


could not be maintained; if it were built to-day, | 


the Treasury of your country could not send the 
locomotive across it. How foolish, then, would 
it be to construct a road which could not be used. 
I believe that in the progress of time we shall have 
a road across the continent. I have not partici- 
pated in thatextreme zeal which has been mani- 


fested by many gentlemen here, though I have | 


been in favor of this road a great deal longer, in 
point of time, than many, if not as earnestly. 
ee. sir, | believe that when a road is constructed 
it must be constructed gradually; and it may be 
that where the lands are fertile and through coun- 
try which is good and arable, the road may be 
constructed mainly from the proceeds of the land 
through which it runs; but if it crosses the des- 
ertof which we are told, the time will come when 
the power of the Government must be added to 
anything which can be derived from the land. 

I do not kgow precisely how far this amend- 
ment goes. I know that in the substitute which 
the Senator from Wisconsin has prepared, he 
proposes to grant to the actual settler a certain 
portion of land; to the contractor a certain por- 
tion; and then to reserve one half of the good 
lands, to be used in aid of those sections of the 
road where there are no lands which are cultiva- 
ble. I do not know whether this amendment cov- 
ers both propositions, or whether it only refers to 
granting the land to actual settlers. ‘That is all 
my friend tells me. Well, sir, that will receive 
my vote; because it will carry along with the road 
a population without which you can neither build 
nor maintain the road; and I do not believe we 
are to seea road built much faster than a popula- 
tion settles in that part of the Territory which is 
capable of ood cultivation. This process may 
not construct a road quite as soon as all would 
desire; yet, in my humble judgment, it is the only 
thing which can finally build the road, or finally 
maintain it. 

I have myself voted in this body against what 
has been known as the homeetead bill. I see 
no occasion to change my mind upon that sub- 
ject. Ido not think I should vote for what is 
called the homestead bill to-day, because it has 
m its scope a much broader object than this 
amendment. A road across the continent is of 
national importance; is desirable; and I am will- 


ing to vote for the homestead principle being ap- | 


plied to the line of the route, because I believe the 
road can never be constructed without it, though 
I might not be willing to adopt that principle asa 
general law. 


Viewing the matter in this light, I shall give | 
my vote for this proposition; and the substitute | 
which was offered by the Senator from Wiscon- | 


have alluded, will also receive my vote. If we 
are to perfect a bill here which is to receive the 
sanction of the Senate, and which is te be a prac- 
tical thing, I believe we have got to unite along 
with it that which will carry population forward 
with the road. It is necessary to its support; it 
is necessary to its protection; itis necessary to its 
maintenance; and I do not believe any road can 
be constructed much faster or much further than 

ou carry a column of population along with it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 1e question 
ison the amendment of the Senator from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Durkee] to the amendment of his 
colleague, (Mr. Doonirrie.]} 

Mr. DURKEE. [| ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected; 
and the question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Doontr.e. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have forborne to 
say anything in regard to this bill up to the present 
time; and I now rise for the purpose of protesting 
against this whole scheme of a Pacific railroad. 
Wittr other gentlemen, I am free to say that | 
desire to see a railroad connection between the 
Pacific ocean and the eastern portion%f the coun- 
try. I desire, however, to see that improvement 
made as other improvements of a similar charac- 
ter have been made through other portions of our 
country. As the country becomes settled, as there 
may be a demand between the intermediate points 
for railroad communication, railroads will be built; 
and whenever the population and resources of the 
intermediate country will sustain a road, it will 
be built as railroads are built in other portions of 
the Union. Until that time, in my humble judg- 
ment, if you had a railroad already constructed, 
it could not sustain itself, 

You here propose to undertake this immense 
work; and what guarantee have you that itis ever 
to be completed, or that when completed the Gov- 
ernment is ever to avail itself of the benefits that 
might arise from it? Here is a work that will 
require a capital of some two hundred million 
dollars perhaps, and the only security you ask at 
the commencement is $500,000. A deposit of 
$500,000, that is to be drawn out soon after it is 
deposited, is all the security you have that that 
road will be constructed. Itis true there is a pro- 
vision in the bill which says that after the eastern 
and western divisions of the road are construct- 
ed, the bonds issued for those divisions shall 
create a licn on the whole road; but suppose the 
contractors go on and comfilete the eastern and 
western portions of the road as provided by this 
bill, and during that period the contractors have 
contracted debts, and under an execution for these 
debts their interest is sold, what security have you 
then for the payment of the bonds that you have 
issued to construct the road, or for conveying the 
mails, or transporting the troops and munitions 
of war of the United States? You have no secu- 
rity whatever. According to the provisions of this 
bill, when the @astern and western sections of the 
road are completed, an execution may be levied 
on the road, or the contractors may eonvey it, 


‘and then the road is gone, and you are left with- 


out any redress. Does not every one see that 
this is the natural tendency of things? It is a 
matter of speculation, and will be undertaken as 
such, and’in my humble judgment, will be used 
as such throughout. The money that you pay 
under this bill, and the lands that you give, are 
the inducement, and whenever that inducement 
fails they will avail themselves of the speculation 
and leave you to look out for yourselves. Is not 
this the result of all such speculations in which 
the Government embarks ? 

Mr. President, in olden time, a proposition to 
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go into a sovereign State of this Union by Con- 


gress and constructa railroad would have been 
looked upon as monstrous; but here you author- 
ize a contract for building a railroad in the sov- 
ereign States of this Union without the permission 


| of those States; and, pray, where do you get the 


power? Although under the Constitution, Con- 
gress has the right to establish post offices and 
post roads, it has always been maintained most 
clearly that Congress had not the right to make 
or enter into a contract for making a post road. 
Congress has never undertaken to constructa post 
road. Flere, though, you claim the power of 
making a road, and using the money of the Federal 
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tion upon that road, upon a vague contingency 
that atsome time a war may occur, and you may 
have a nex essity for transporting troops or muni- 
tions of war to Cahifornia—a mere contingency, 
the happening of which may never o¢cur; and yet 
you are professing to be straight-out State-rights, 
strict constitutional constructionists. 

We hear frequently in this body an alarm 
about extravagance. Retrenchment and reform 
is the order of the day; but yesterday we had it. 
The Senate vote almost unanimously that they 
are in favor of retrenching and reforming the ex- 
penses of the Government; but here comes up the 
Pacific railroad bill, which, if adopted, will in the 
end cause the expenditure of hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars; and I suppose the same gentie- 
men who vote for economizing the expenditures 
of the Government, will turn round and vote to 
increase them by thismeans. They not only vote 
to Increase them in voting appropriations for a 
railroad to the Pacific, but they go for submarine 
telegraphs, homestead bills, additional pension 
bills, heaping upon the Goveynment an increase 
of the public expenditures to the extent of mil- 
lions upon millions, This is said to be all fair 
and legitimate, and yet gentlemen proclaim to the 
country that they desire to retrench and reform 
the expenditures of the Government. If a little 
picayune claim of a poor old soldier is before-us, 
it answers to talk about economy, retrenchment, 
and reform; but when it comes to millions and 
hundreds of millions, it is all very legitimate, 
upon a vague supposition that at some time, or 
in some way or other, a war may occur, and we 
may have to transport troops to the State of Cal- 
fornia. ‘That very precise case may occur with 
regard to any other place in the United States, 
or to any other Jocation that you may"name. 

This, Mr. President, in my opinion, is a de- 
parture from the coal old rule of construction. I 
do not think the framers of the Constitution of 
the United States ever contemplated that the Con- 
gress of the United States should interfere in such 
echemes as the building of railroads. As I have 
said, I desire to see a railroad to California placed 
in precisely the same position that other roads ape 
placed in. ‘That railroad will be built whenever the 
necessities of the country require it to be built, by 
State and private eiterprise,as otherimprovements 
have been constructed; and until that time, even if 
it were completed, it would be unprofitable to the 
Government and to everybody else. I say above 
all, if you desire retrenchmentand economy, this 
is one of the schemes that you should avoid, for 
in the end it is tothrow the entire expense of the 
road upon the Federal Government, and the Fed- 
eral Government will never derive much if any 
benefit from it. It is not guarded in that way, as 
itshouldbe. It is perfectly obvious to any one 
who will examine this bill, as 1 before remarked, 
that the parties may sel] the road, they may dis- 
pose of it, and leave the Government without any 
remedy; we may lose all that we have invested in 
it. This isthe view I take of the case, gir, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Wisconsin, (Mr. Dootirrie.] 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire of the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin what proportion of the 
lands on the route of the road he proposes to ex- 
tend the provision to ? . 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The even-numbered sec- 
tions; one half the sections on each side of the 
road will be open to the provisions of the home- 
stead principle under this section. 

Mr. BELL. One half the entire lands? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir. 

, Mr. BELL. And the other half is to be granted 
for the purposes of the railroad. ‘Thus the entire 
amount of public lands will go. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. JI will state in a single 
word precisely what I understand to be the nro- 
visions of the amendment. The amendment is 
like the present bill, so far as the railroad lands 
are concerned, reserving the alternate sections 
upon each side of the road for twenty miles. The 
amendment does not affect that. It simply pro- 
vides that the provisions of the béhisatend vill, 
which is pending before the Senate, shall be ap- 

| plied to the even-numbered sections for forty miles 
on each side of the road. In effect, the even-num- 
bered sections for forty miles wide are given to 
the actual settlers who may go upon, occupy, and 


sin, containing the other provisions to which I || Governmentin making a contract for transporta- |) cultivate the land for five years, 
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Mr. Pr 
advocating this proposition, and [ will make no 
extended remarks, but I have simply one word to 
any in reply to what fell from the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, who said that this amendment is 

. mor } ! ailroad. I} bly sub- 
not rermane to buildinga raiiroad,. iumMmvDiy SUL 


lent, I do not rise for the purpose of 


mit itis the only way you can builda railroad;and | 


after you can get it built, the only way you can 
ever run it, by having people along the line; the 
only way you can defend it. As to the defense of 
California, or Oregon, or Washington, the way to 
defend that country is to sen | pt op there, and 
they will de fend themselves 

Mr. BELL. Iwill ask my friend another ques- 


tion. ‘The eastern terminus of this road ts fixed be- 
tween the western boundary of Missouri, and the 
hweatern boundary of Minnesota. Are there 
not sett ready extending far west on the 
li ot i ! which may be attempted to be 
const ed thet Are there not dense settle- 
ment 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. This only applies to lands 
which are nnoecupwd, and have not been entered. 
Mr. BENJ AMIN. | desire to ask one ortwo 
questions of the honorable Senatoy who offered 
this amendment, before the vote is taken upon it. 
The amendments put upon this bill have been so 


numerous and so complicated, that | must con- 
fe I have lost my bearings, and do not know 
where we are in the bill; and, if it were in order, 
I should think the most sensible and reasonable 
proposition would be, to refer this bill to a cem- 
mittee for the purpose of ascertaining its present 
condition, and reporting back to the Senate where 
we are, Leaving that consileration, however, 
out of view, I would ask the Senator who offers 
this amendment, what width of land on each side 
of the road, the bill, as it now stands, gives out- 
rizht to the contractors whagpre to build the road? 
Is it twenty miles on each side, or forty miles on 
each side : 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. My amendment does not 
affect the bill as it stands, in that respect; but the 
bill as it stands, as [ understand it, gives the al- 
ternate sections on each side of the road for twenty 
In other words, it gives twenty sections 
to each mile of railroad, 3 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Now, I understand the 
proposition of the Senator ts to open the reserved 

ections belonging to the Government to the pro- 
visions of the homestead*bill, to the extent of 
forty miles on each side of the road. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The even-numbered sec- 
tions, to the extent of forty miles on each side of 
the road; or, in other words, to open forty sec- 
tions to each mile of the railroad, to the opera- 
tion of the provisions of the homestead bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The 
eranted under the provisions of the bill 
outri¢ht to the contractors—I understand to be 
the odd-numbered sections. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The proposition of the 
senator is to open the even-numbered reserved 
» the provisions of the homestead bill, 
ly to the extent of twenty miles, but to 
her width of twenty miles on each side, 
waking a width of forty miles’on each side of the 
road. [ wantto get atthis, whether or not, under 
the provisions of this amendment, connected with 


th or ranal propo } 


mules, 





cranted 


- ’ 
sections 
not on 


tue fu 


‘ ition contained in the bill it- 
If, we gre not making a present, either to the 
tlers or the contractors, of the entire body of 
nublie lands, from east to west-over the conti- 
nent, for a width ¢f at least forty miles—twenty 
miles given outright.on each side to the contract- 
ors, and then forty miles given on each side to 
ettiers: 
Mr. BIGLER. 


moment 


Vill the Senator allow me one 


‘he Senator is mistaken, so far as the 


land allewed to the contractors is concerned. The | 


land will extend to abbut one half the distance, 
- 


five hundred miles ateach end; but for the middle 


division, which will be about one thousand miles, 


Government retains the lands. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The lands thatare retained 
by the Government, as I understand, are express- 
have; but the Jands that anybody would be will- 

ig to have at any price whatever are the lands 
‘at are given away. T anderstand that to be the 
theory on which the bill now stands before the 


; 
Senate. 


for 


a width of forty miles, twenty on each side of | 


land which is to be || 


y stated to be those lands which nobody would | 


! 


| 
\ . > 7 . 
ve are to give away to the coutractors, | 


the road, one halfof all the lands in alternate sec- 


tions; and then, having done that, we are to give 
away to anybody that will settle upon it the other 
half; or, in other words, Congress is now to give 
up, from the eastern to the western extremity of 
the continent, upon all the unsettled region, a 


width of forty miles of the public lands. I want to | 


understand the proposition, and place it so that 
the country and the Senate can well understand it. 


The honorable Senator who moves this proposi- | 


tion tells us that, in his judgment, itis the only | 


way in which this road can be built. The Sena- | 


tor is mistaken. I can tell him a better way still. | 


It is, in addition to the law, to give eyerybody 


who will gothere a sum of money and a support | 


for afew years, with some other incidental ad- 
vantages, and he may take my word for it he will 


have a much more efficient method of building | 


this road. [Laughter. ] 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 33, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Fessenden, Foot, Poster, Hale, Hamlin, Hardan, Jonson of 


‘Tennessee. King, Riec, Seward, Shields, Stuart, Trambull, | 


Wade, and Wilson—19. 

NAYS--Mesers. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bigler, Brow’, Chesnut, Clark, Clay, 
Fitch, Pitzpatrick,Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hun- 
ter, iverson, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Se- 


} bastian, Thomson of New Jersey, ‘Toombs, Ward, Wright, 


and Yulee—33. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. The otheramendment to 


| which f referred probably will not meet with op- 


| position on the part of any member of the Senate. 


| 


| section, after the word * act,’’ 


It isto insertin the twenty-third line of the seventh 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


inform the Senator that the seventh section of the 


original bill has been stricken out. 


. 





| 


| 
| 





ered. 
| be advanced in the bonds of the United States; | 
| but there is no security whatever that the com- | 
| pany who have charge of this road will not mort- 
|| gage it to somebody else. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE, I will state the proposi- 
tion, and, perhaps, there will be no objection, It 
is to insert: 

Provided, That until the same shall be repaid, according 
to the provisions of this act, the sum or sums remaining un- 
paid, with the interest thereon, shall be and remain a lien 
or charge on the whole line of the said road, in the nature of 


| the first mortgage to the United States. 


If there be no objection, L ask to have it consid- 
By the original bill, $12,500 a mile are to 


Mr. BIGLER. ITI am not very much mis- 
taken, that provision is in some part of the amend- 
ment which I have offered. I think the Senator 
will find an express provision that the amount 
advanced shall bea first lien on the road from one 
terminus to the other. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. My attention was called 


| to the original bill. 


Mr. BIGLER. It is in the bill as amended. 
Mr. PUGH. I move, in the eighth line of the 
first section, to strike out the words ** San Fran- 


| cisco in,’’ and insert ** the eastern boundary of,”’ 
| so as to ‘read ‘*to the eastern boundary of the 
| State of California.’’ 


I do not think the Govern- 


| ment of the United States can justify itself for 
| building a railroad in a State. 
| Democratic doctrine in the days of Jackson and 
| Madison that we could not do so. 


t was very good 


[am willing 
to aid in building this road through the Terrjto- 
ries; but | will no more vote to build it in the State 


| of California than I will in the State of Missouri. 


It seems to me it would be well to know whether 
what was understood to be Democratic doctrine a 


| good many years ago continues to be so; and I 
| ask for the yeas and nays on my amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN, 1 shall vote for the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Ohio; but not for 
the reasov which he seems to indicate. If I un- 
derstand him, he denies the right of Congress to 
make appropriations from the national Treasury 
to build a road in @ State; but is willing to yield 
to the position that they have a right to make 


| appropriations for build‘ng roads in the Territo- 


ries. He says he would no more think of build- 
ing a road, by appropriations from the National 
Treasury, in California, than he would in Mis- 
souri. That is right; but what higher right 
have you to make appropriations for building 
railroads in a Territory than you heve in a State, 
with the consent of the State? I can urdgr- 


Clingman, Davis, | 
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‘in a Territory or in a State. 
| that the Legislature and Governor of a State could 
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stand very well how Congress cannot, withou: 
the authority of a State, go within its limits 
to make improvements of any kind; but, if the 
State consents, then she occupies the precise aa, 
sition of a ‘Territory, whose consent you do not 
require. 

Mr. BAYARD. Will the Senator allow me 
ask him a question? 

Mr. BROWN. § Certainly. 

Mr. BAYARD. In what mode can the Sena. 
tor deduce the principle that the Congress of t! 
United States can derive jurisdiction and aut 
ity through the consent of a State ? 

Mr. BROWN. That is further on. I was 
coming to that point. I undertake to assert this. 
if you have the right to make appropriations 
from the national Treasury, for works of intey- 
nal improvement in a Territory, you have the 
same right in a State with the consent of*the 
State. Why have you not? If you make the 
appropriation at all, you assert your power over 
the Treasury; you assert your power to make the 
appropriation for the specific object named; and 
the only reason why you cannet appropriate in a 
State as well as in a Territory is, that by going 
into a State you violate its sovereignty; but if the 
sovereignty of the State consents, nay, if it asks 
you to make the appropriation, then I should like 
my friends from Ohio and Delaware to apply their 
legal acumen to the problem, and answer me why 
it is that, the sovereign having consented, you 
cannotas well make an appropriation in a State as 


to 


ie 


hor- 


'in a Territory? 


I take other grounds, and assert that this is an 
authority over the Treasury not delegated to 
Congress, and therefore not to be exercised either 
It might be asserted 


not speak for the sovereignty, and that a mere 
act of the Legislature inviting you to make a 


| railroad in a State, would not get clear of the dif- 


ficulty; but suppose a State should assemble in 
convention, and make it part of her constitution 
that Congress be invited to build a railroad through 
her whole limits: then 1 want to know—that is 
the point I make to gentlemen; the State having 
thus consented, in her highest sovereign capaci- 
ty, asked you to make the appropriation—why 
it is that you cannot do it, if indeed, it be true 
that you have the right to make such appropria- 
tionsin the Territories? Sir, when you agree that 

ou can make an appropriation from the national 
Treasury to build a railroad in a Territory, you 
yield the whole constitutional question; and after 
that, in the States it depends simply on the con- 
sent of the State, and if a State gonsents, the 
whole power becomes complete. 

I note the suggestion made by my friend from 
Delaware, that the consent of a State even though 
given through a convention of her people speak- 
ing in their highest and most august capacity, 
cannot enlarge or diminish the power of Congress. 
That is simply an argument which answers the 
suggestion that you can make appropriations in 
Territories but cannot in the States. If it be true 
that you can make appropriations to build rail- 
roads in the Territories, then I assert as a se- 


quence, that you can make appropriations ina 


| case than in the other. 


State if the State consents to it, because your 
power over the Treasury is not greater in the one 
I deny it in both. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I will not go into 
this argument; but I simply wish to Ubserve that 
the Government is not to make one foot of this 


_ road anywhere, in States or Territories. Itis not 


proposed that the Government shall make the 
road, or any portion of the road. It is proposed 
to grant alternate sections of land, and I — 
that is not unconstitutional. Ifso, that violation 
of the Constitution has been made for the benelit 
of Mississippi, and Alabama, and Louisiana, and 
Arkansas, and I believe all the new States except 
California. The only contribution the Goverm 
ment gives is the amount of the land, and that, I 
suppose, can be done in the States as well as in 
the Territories. The residue of the aid given by 
the Government is in the shape of an advance, 
which is to be repaid by services. The Govern- 
ment builds no portion of the road, and 1 will 
state at once to the Senator from Ohio, that al- 
though in California we take as much care of our 
State sovereignty as other States, we shall not ob- 
ject to this. There will be no outrage committed 
on us at all by this bill. 
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Mr. PUGH 1 did not hear the Senator’s last 
I sark. 
“Mr. GWIN. We are State-rights people in 
California, but we do not object to this road at all. 

Mr. PUGH. I know you would not objectto 

{Laughter.] The fact is, 1 do not see how 

any State-rights man, in California or out of it, 
can justify two or three provisions of this bill. If 
this were a bill merely to give to the State of Cal- 
‘fornia the alternate sections of land on each side 
of the road, as we have done iy the States of Illi- 
nois and Lowa, there would be something in that; 
that is to say, the proposition would be plausible, 
and stated in terms, it might not be susceptible of 
contradiction, although when you came to reduce 
itto practice it is all layd-stealing, as we find it, 
put still it is very plausibly put. But this is no 
proposition to give California alternate sections; 
itis no proposition to give California an acre of 
land within her limits. Itis not like other rail- 
road bills. In addition to the extraordinary grant 
of land, not made to the State, but to a corpora- 
tion, you now go on and put $15,000 of the pub- 
lic money for every mile, ia that portion of the 
road which lies in the State of California. Why 
not do it with every other State ? 

| have a word to say as to the suggestion that 
because the people of California do not object to 
it, therefore it is constitytional. It is vety fortu- 
nate for us that that argument was made in the 
days of James Madison, and this is the answer I 
want to make to the Senetor from Mississippi on 
the subject of the consent of the States. Mr. 
Madison said—I quote now from Jackson’s veto 
of the Maysville road bill; he is reciting what 
Mr. Madison said at a former day: 

** Regarding the bill as asserting a power in the Federal 
Government to construct roads and canals within the lim- 
its of the States in which they were made, he [Mr. Madi- 


- son] objected to its passage, on the ground of its unconsti- 


tutionajity, declaring that the assent of the respective 
States, in the mode provided by the bill, could not confer 
the power in question ; that the only cases in which the 
cohsent and cession of particular States can extend the 
power of Congress, are those specified and provided for in 
the Constitution ; and superadding to these avowals, his 
opinion, thata restriction of the power ‘ to provide for the 
common defense and general welfare,’ to cases which are 
to be provided for by the expenditure of money, would still 
leave within the legislative power of Congress all the great 
and most important measures of Government, money be- 
ing the ordinary and necessary means of carrying them into 
execution. I have not been able to consider these declar- 
ations in any other point of view, than as a concession that 
the right of appropriation is not limited by the power to 
earry into effect the measure for which the money is asked, 
us was formerly contended.”’ 

When I have one of the fathers of the Demo- 
cratic church with me, I will not debate the point 
any longer wif the Senator from Mississippi. 
That was the doctrine formerly; but, to be sure, 
we get a great many new tenets brought into the 
church. We have got, | believe, to specific du- 
ties of late years, and | do not know how many 
more heresies may creep into the Democratic fam- 
ily. I want to know whether this doctrine which 
was held by Jackson and by Madison is to be 
overruled for the sake of the Pacific railroad. The 
Senator from Mississippi thinks there is no dif- 
ference between constructing roads through the 
Territories and through the States. Probably, if 
that were a new question, I might agr&e with him; 
and yet we do know the fact that this Govern- 
ment has always made a very great distinction in 
its action towards the Territories and towards the 
States. I bgbieve it began with the dictum of 
Chief Justic@Marshall in the case of the Ameri- 
can Insurance Company vs. Canter, that we wert 
a local and a national Legislature combined when- 
ever we governed the Territories. But be that as 
it may, so far as carrying this road into the State 
of California is concerned, it is, in my judg- 
ment, a deliberate infraction of @fe Constitution. 
Whether it can be justified in the ‘Ferritories is a 
question not at present involved in my amend- 
ment, 

Mr. RICE. I desire to offer a substitute for 
the bill. I know it is not in order to consider it 
now; but I submit it that it may be before the 
Senate at the proper time. I think that is in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
may offer it by unanimous consent; but it cannot 
be considered now. 

Mr. RICE. I do not ask for its consideration 
now; but my object is to have it before the Senate 
that at the proper moment it may be considered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
can send his amendment to the chair. 
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Mr. RICE. I do not ask to have it read now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The chair un- 
derstands the Senator merely as laying the amend - 
ment on the table informally for the present. 

Mr. RICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I yield to no member 
of this House in earnestness and zeal in support of 
some proposition, could one be digested by the 
Senate, for the construction of a railroad to the 
Pacific ocean. I have offered no obstructions inthe 
way of this bill. I have submitted no amendment 
to it. I have voted upon all the propositions 
which have been offered. I have listened atten- 
tively to the debate on the question since it has 
been resumed, after the Christmas holidays. I 


| have heard the various expressions of opinions 


from the different sides of the House, and I am 
now constrained, however reluctantly, to come to 
the conclusion that we are likely to spend a con- 
siderable portion of the time of the Senate on this 
bill without any beneficial result. I fear that it 
will be a fruitless consumption of time at this 
session. While it is evident from the expressions 
on both sides of the House, and from the votes 
which have been taken, that there isa majority 
of the body in favor of a railroad to #. Pacific, 
and who are favorable to the contribution of a 
large portion either of the public revenue or of 
the public lands, or of both, to accomplish this 
great object, yet there is not a majority who are 
agreed either as to the route to be pursued, or as 
to the extent of the aids or privileges which are 
to be granted to this road. 

Sir, I have expressed my opinion so unequivo- 


| cally that I trust no gentleman, however favorable 


to this project, will suppose for a moment that I 
would give it the go-by at this time, except upon 
the grounds which I have already stated. I have 


said that I regard it not only asa gigantic project; 


of capital could overcome every obstacle. 


but as one for which there ts a political necessity, 
if weemean to hold our possessions and dominion 
on the Pacific coast. I have said that I regard it 
as practical, not ata small cost, l admit; but I have 
assumed that science, and a sufficient amount 
We 
have expended nearly, or perhaps upwards of 
half a million dollars already in getting the infor- 
mation which we desired, and thought was proper 
to be acquired as preliminary to such a measure 
as this. We have obtained an immense amount 
of information. Scientific gentlemen of the first 
class, belonging tothe engineer corpsof the Army, 
have reported that more than one route is practi- 
cable. They do not state the estimate of the cost 
With. any exact certainty, though some of them 
have attempted to do so. I have said that in the 


experience of this country, particularly if we | 


should be so unfortunate—and itis not likely that 


we shall be exempt from such a state of things— | 


as to be involved in war with amy powerful mar- 


itime nation, it would be economy in the Gov- | 
ernment to expend §150,000,000 to secure this |! 


work. Upon one occasion, seven years ago, | 


| announced md oi in this House that it would 


be demonstrated in process of time to be good 
economy. I said then that if the eastern and west- 
ern coasts of this continent were to adhere together 
in political and social connection, and if the ques- 
tion were to be whether we should incura debt or 
contract a loan to contribute §200,000,000 to the 
construction of such a connection between the 
Atlantic and Pacific States, it would be true econ- 
omy, and would be found to be so. 

I do not pretend to go into these considerations 
now. I make these statements as a pledge of my 
sincerity in the past in advocating such a road, 
and to show that it has been my hope, during the 
brief term for which I shall occupy a seat in the 
Senate, to aid in the consiruction of this road by 
every means in my power. I did hope to be able 
to contribute to it; but that hope has vanished. 
I do not believe, if we were to occupy another 
week—whith we can scarcely spare from the con- 
sideration of other business—that we should 
come to any practical decision, or agree upon the 
provisions of any bill which would be likely to be 
carried out or be acceptable, or that would obtain 
the vote of a majority of this House, 

Again, | am strengthened in this position, and 
in making the proposition with which I shall con- 
clude my remarks, by the further consideration 
that when we shall have passed this bill, it seems 


BE. 


to me we shall approximate but in a very slight | 


degree to a final decision of this question either 
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by the Senate or by Congress; for it is to be pre- 
sented again to the consideration of the next Con- 
eress. Though both Houses should concur in 
the passage of this bill now, the road will not be 
advanced, for we have reserved in the bill the 
right of confirming what we now agree to—the 
right of accepting any proposition which may be 
made under the provisions of the bill. Therefore, 
even if we pass the bill now, we gain nothing in 
point of time in reference to the commencement 
of this great project. We do not avoid future con- 
tentions on the subject; nay, they may be more 
intense than ever. The same suctivael and local 
jealousies and interests that exist now will con- 
tinue to exist during the next Congress and per- 
haps forever. Ido not allude to any of the pres- 
ent ascerbity existing between one great section 
and another, but to the natural and inevitable 
jealousies and rivalries of local and sectional in- 
terests in regard to a measure of this kind. We 
have a northern sectional interest and a southern 
one connected with this road. That cannot be 
avoided. There will be great difficulty whenever 
the question is presented for a final Vecision, as 
to what line, what route, shall be adopted for the 
construction of this road, if Congress shall ever 
come to the conclusion that the country must and 
will have one. These disturbances to a harmo- 
nious decision, these sectional and local interests, 
will still exist. However, the time may come, 
and that at no great distance, when the country 
will be coerced into a decision in favor of an at- 
tempt, at least, at the construction of this road, 

I wish now to say a word or two in reference 
to the vote I gave a few moments ago Against the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Wis- 
consin, (Mr. Doouirtie,] In my opinion, if we 
build this road, we can build it with greater econ- 
omy; we can build it with more certainty; it will 
add to the further practicability of what [already 
regard as practicable, with skill, science, and 
capital, that settlement be encouraged to extend 
with it; and,we ought to combine with the pro- 
visions of any bill which shall pass Congress, the 
idea of extending settlement with it as it pro- 
gresses, by every means reasonably within our 
power and discretion. We gave an entire section 
of land to each head of a family-who might emi- 
grate to Oregon, when the settlements there were 
weak and feeble. We designed it for a beneficent 
purpose, and a great political purpose, and an 
economical purpose; the building up of a popula- 
tion there who could defend themselves, especially 
against the Indian tribes in their neighborhood. 
I remember that a question arose at the Inst ses- 
sion, in relation to some proposition with refer- 
ence to the new territory that we denominate 
Arizona. The proposition was to give to settlers 
a large portion of lands, perhaps the alternate 
sections—I do not know the exact shape of the 
proposition—at all events, it was to invite settlers 
there by making donations of land to settlers. I 
objected in open Senate to the proposition, inas- 
much as it was likely to deprive the Government 
of the means of constructing a road to the Pacific 
by contributing a portion of the public domain 
for that purpose. 1 was answered by the honor- 
able Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Bensamin,] 
who said, ‘no, it is a favorable proposition; we 
can never construct the road, unless with the pro- 
gress of settlement; that is what we want; and 
there will be abundance of land in that country, 
if it is taken in the proper direction, to contribute 
all that will be useful to be contributed in lands 
towardsthe railroad, and having these settlements 
will reduce the cost and make the construction 
of a road more feasible and practicable.’’ For this 
reason, whenever Congress cames to decide it, I 
think a majority will see clearly that it is true 
policy to encourage settlement, even by donations 
to settlers, if you please, (ifthe preémption usually 
granted in the settlement of our new Territories 
is not sufficient,) of a certain proportion of the 
lands lying upon the railroad route, in order to 
have a population to grow the provisions for the 
support of the hands that work on the road, and 
defend themselves against the numerous hostile 
tribes that may be in its neighborhood. 

Now, sir, having made these remarks, I sub- 
mit*the proposition which ] designed to offer, if 
no gentleman objects to my doing so. It is nota 
very well digested proposition as to language; but, 
in substance, it will be seen that it embraces pretty 
much every important idea suggested the other 
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day by the honorable Senator from Rhode Island, 
| Mr. Simmons,] with one exception. His idea 
was—l only ditfer from him on that point—that 
this Government should construct the road by its 
own Oflicers, by its own agency. It is in that re- 
spect only that in substance my proposition Gif- 
fers from his. I want to try every experiment, to 
make every effort, to see whether or not it cannot 
be constructed by private individuals, associating 
their own capital with the aids which the Gov- 
ernment can be BLOW, by coéperation with com- 
panies or associations of men that may be author- 
yzed, and relieve the Government from the weight 
of patronage and the greater expense that would 
be likely to accrue under the management of the 
Government in the construction of the road than 
would arise when selfish interest, the interest of 
individuals and associations was principally con- 
cerned in avoiding extravagant and useless ex- 
penditure. Thatis the only important difference 
between the proposition I make and that thrown 
out by the honorable Senator from Rhode Island. 
[lis proposition would ne cessarily require amuch 
longer ume He wants a minute survey, not a 
mere reconnoissance, not a general survey of the 
routes on which bids may be offered, but such a 
minute survey that,in less than eighteen months 
or two years, | cannot perceive how the oflicers 
would be enabled to make any report. Unless 
some gentleman requests me to withdraw my prop- 
ogition for the present, | move to commit this bill, 
with all the amendments, to the select committee 
which reported it, with instructions to report forth- 
with what I send to the Chair. 


The Seefetary read the proposed amendment 
of Mr. Bex, which is to strike out all of the bill 
after the enacting clause and insert— 


That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior, 
upon the passage of this act, by advertisement in two news 
papers in each State and the District of Columbia, for a 
period of eight months, to invite separate proposais for the 
construction and working of three railroads, from the val 
ley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, within the ter 
ritory and jurisdiction of the United States; gue commenc 
ing at some suitable point on the western boundary of the 
State of Minnesota, running thence on what may appear 
the most eligible route to Puget Sound, in Washington 
Territory; one, commencing at some suitable point on the 
western boundary of the State of Missourn or lowa, thence 
pursuing What may appear to be the most eligible route 
within the thirty-fourth and forty-third parallels of north 
latitude, to San Francisco or Benicia, in the State of Cali 
fornia; one commencing at some stutable point on the west 
ern boundary of the State of Arkansas or Texas, thence 
pursuing What may appear to be the most eligible route to 
San Francisco,i the State of California; the said railways 
to be constructed in asubstantial and workmanlike manner, 
with all nee essary drains, culverts, bridges, vinducts, cross 
ings, turnouts, sitlings, stations, watering places, and all 
other appurtenances, including the furniture and rOliing 
works or stock, equal in all respects to a first class railroad 
when prepared for business, with rails of the best quality 
weighing not less than sixty-four pounds to the yard, anda 
untiiorm guage; and such advertisement shall further set 
forth, that the person, or assoc;auon of persons, or com 
pany, making such proposals shall state, as distinctly as may 
be, the porunts sclected as the eastern and western termini 
of the road he or they propose to construct, and the line or 
route selected as the most eligible on which to construct it, 
reserving the privilege of making such deflections and de 
partures from it as may be found, in the progress of the 
work, to offer greater facilities and advantages ; and that he 
or they shall specify the terms and conditions on which he 
or they propose to construct the road, classified as follows : 





First. The time within which the road is to be com- 
meneed and completed 

Second. ‘he amount, or extent and description of the 
fides. facihties, and privileges which will be expected or 
required from the Government, whether consisting of lands 
or money, or both; and if in part of money, whether in the 
shape of a joan or otherwise; and if a loan, when and how 
to be refunded. 

Third. The rate of charge, respectively, for conveying the 
mail weekly, semi weekly, tri- weekly, and daily, when the 
road is completed, and the rate per mile for such portions 
or divisions of the road as may be completed and in use 
before the completion of the whole; and the rate of charges 
on all military and naval supplies, troops, and munitions of 
war of all kinds, for the transportation of the same on said 
read throughout the entire line, When completed, and on 
any less portion or section of the same, as the wants of the 
Government may require. 

Fourth. The time or pe fiod beyond the completion of the 
read at which the party or parties to any such proposals will 

urrender said road, with all its equipments and appoint- 
ments, to the United States, should the Government desire 
such surrender; whether atter twenty, forty, or sixty vears 
ot exclusive possession and enjovinent; and if any greater 
than twenty years is proposed, at what reduced amount of 
aid and faenicy will be required from the Government, in 
consideration of cuch extension to forty or sixty years re 

spectively, the party or parties to such proposals will under 

take to construct the read; and what reduction of charges 
for conveying the mails and transporting military and naval 
supplies, troops, and munitions of war of all kihde, will be 
made, in consideration of such extension. 

Fitth. The guarantee proposed for the faithfal execution 
of any contract which may be enterod inte with the United 


States for the construction of the road, and against exces- 
sive fare for the transportation of passengers aud exorbitant 
charges for carrving freight of any description. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Interior shall cause it to be further set forth in said 
advertisements that the party or parties to proposals for the 
contemplated central and southern railroads shatl make 
separate proposals for the construction of said roads, trom 
the eastern termini lo some suitable point ou the eastern 
boundary of the State of California, or in respect to the 


southern road to some suitable point on the southern bound- 
ary of the State of California. 


Sec. —. nd he it further enacted, That all proposals 
shall be sealed and addressed to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, Who shall, previously to the commencement of the 
first regular session of the next Congress, open the same 
in presence of the other heads of Departinents, and shall 
transmit copies of the same to the two Houses of Congress 
a8 soon as Organized; the originals to remain on file in the 
Department of the Internor. 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the sum of $— 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, outof any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to enable the 
Seeretary of the Interior to carry Ue provisions of this act 
into effect. 

Mr. BELL. It will be seen by those gentle- 
men who have attended to the reading of my pro- 
position, that there is no form of project.adopted 
in my own mind, nor isthere any probability ex- 
isting in my mind, that the Government should 
undertake a construction of three roads, particu- 
larly at the same time, perhaps for half a century 
to come, though it is quite probable that, in time, 
there may be three roads. It is for the purpose 
of giving the friends of every route that has been 
pointed to in this debate, by amendments or other- 
wise, a fair opportunity of having it presented to 
the public and to Congress; and if a sufficient 
number of persons having capital and responsi- 
bility, shall think proper to make any bidsat all, 
let the friends of the various routes lave an equal 
chance of presenting their claims to Congress in 
an imposing and responsible manner. 

The honorable Senator from Wisconsin, the 
other day, thought the public lands alone, situa- 
ted upon the route which was his favorite, would 
be sufficient to construct the road; not only so, but 
that he could invite sufficient settlement, by giving 
as a donation one half the land with a little more 
money—$10,000 a mile, as I understood him the 
otherday. Now, sir, if there be a practicable line, 
on which a road of this importance can be con- 
structed so cheaply, so unexpectedly cheap to all 
those gentlemen who have given the subject their 
attention heretofore, it ought to be presented to 
Congress, and it will go very far to make that the 
only route adopted by Congress, if Congress con- 
cludes only.to make one road. LTagree that the 
snows of the North are not so great an objection 
as they would be on the central route, and per- 
haps on the southern one. 

Well, then, the central route will have every 
advantage, having this substantial and respon- 
sible indorsement, whether it is to proceed from 
Sioux City or the mouth of the Kansas, by the 
South Pass or by Bridger’s Pass, or whether it 
shall go down to the Tejon Pass, in the Sierra 
Nevada mountains, in California, or shall pass 
over the pass near the head of the Sacramento, 
Everything will be fair; every means of influenc- 
ing the attention and bringing forward the sup- 
port of capitalists, by making a proposition of 
this kind, will be opened. ‘They are not limited 
in the amount of money. If they require fifty 
millions, or one hundred millions, or one hundred 
and fifty millions to aid them in constructing any 
one of these roads, they may ask it; and so of 
the southern route. No southern gentleman can 
complain that the claims of the southern road will 
not be fairly presented. It will have the indorse- 
ment of men who look to their own interest with 
lynx eyes. Itis the responsibility of men that 
commit their fortunes, or a large portion of their 
fortunes, if any shall do it, to these.roads. ‘That 
is the best test of which is the best route. After 
the flood of light shed on all these routes by the 
numerous scientific engineers who have been 
sent over the country at such immense eost, those 
engineers, | doubt not, would give their skilland 
their knowledge on points not detailed in their 
reports, to any individuals or companies who may | 
think proper to make a proposition of this sort. 

Every other objection which can be conceived 
is avoided in this proposition. I propose to re- 
quire guarantees for their not being simply spec- 
ulative bidders, getting into the enterprise, making 
a job of it, and selling out to some company who 
have the means, and may lead us into a disas- | 
trous enterprise. We ask guarantees for that, | 
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We ask guarantees agaimst extortion; and we 
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|| the option to them of holding such a road 
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put 
; for 
various terms. I do not like to use the word ‘on. 
erate’’ in this connection, because I believe it jg 
not of standard authority; but Ido not know any 
other word to express the idea. We ask how 
much it will cost if they operate the road for 
twenty years, and they make their bids on that 
hypothesis, and what less sum of money, for what 
less amount of credit of the Government in the 
shape of bonds, they will take if we allow them 
to retain it for forty or sixty years. It does not 
forbid them after all—though I did not care to in. 
corporate that into the provision—from saying 
in conclusion, that with all these aids from the 
Government, with this extent of privilege which 
we have specified, and the aids in land and money, 
they cannot undertake such an enterprise up- 
less the Government would guaranty to them 
$5,000,000 annually, or $10,000,000, or some re- 
muneration, in operating this road over a desert 
country which can never admit of dense popula. 
tion, and which furnishes no advantages of way- 
passengers or way-freight. When the bids are 
laid before Congress, Congress will have the very 
best test as to what are the cheapest and most 
eligible and practicable routes, and the lines which 
will be most likély to be accomplished. 

If this subject should ke taken up by the capi- 
talists of the country, and we could have the con- 
fidence of their bona fide intention, and their 
determination, if possible, to secure the work, | 
do not believe, and I am ready to state it freely, 
not only from what I have seen here to-day, but 
from what I could infer a priori from my know}- 
edge of human nature and the diversity of loca} 


; 


interest connected with this subject, that we shal 


ever get along, probably, without adopting two 
roads and having them progress pari passu. It is 


possible we may have to adopt three; but I hope ° 


not. Lhope, at least for the present quarter of a 
century, one road will be regarded as sufiicien!. 
Whether that shall be the northern, the central, 
or the southern, will be decided, probably, (if 
Congress can ever be got to harmonize or concur 
in the view that we had better construct one,) by 
some such test as I propose to apply. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I shall not enter 
into the policy of recommitting this bill, but | 
wish to make a suggestion to the Senate. If, in 
the opinion of the Senate the bill ouglit to be re- 
committed, and a substitute such as the Senator 
from Tennessee has offered be reported, I hope 
the Senate will order it to a new committee. The 
select committee that reported this bill endeavored 
to make its provisions as perfect @ they could. 
They devoted agreat deal of time to it, and came 
to the conclusion, after very elaborate examina- 
tion, that it was more likely than any: other plan 
which could be presented, to harmonize and bring 
to its support the majority of persons in the Sen- 
ate in favor of a Paciiic railroad. | do not believe 
that that committee could improve the bill, or that 
they are the proper persons to frame a new bill; 
and I therefore hope thatif it is referred to a com- 
mittee, it will be to a new comunittee, to see if 
there can be a committee formed who can report 
a bill which*will secure the votes of a majority 
of this body. The Senator from Tennessee was 
one of the most efficient members of the select 
committee,and he is aware of the fact that we ex- 
erted ourselves to report a bill aa thought 
would command a majority of the ate; but if 
a®majority of the Senate is in favor of recommit- 
tal, | think it had better go to another committee; 
to members who are not committed to any of the 
plans which have been already presented to the 
Senate. 

Mr. BELL. @hat would be inconsistent with 
the principle on which I made this proposition. 
My object in making this proposition, after I had 
utierly despaired of the success of any plan, of 


| that it was possible to concur in the provisions 


of any bill for constructing a road during the pres- 
ent session, even if we sat here upon it to the latest 
period of the session, Was to recommit the bill to 
the select committee which reported it—any other 
committee would be parliamentary, though rot 
so strictly appropriate—with instructions to re- 
port the proposition which | have presented forth- 


/ with to the Senate. 


Mr. CLAY. I suggest to the Senator this 
question: what is the necessity of referring It to 
that committee, with instructions to report it back 
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forthwith? It looks to me like going up the hill 


nd coming down again. Why not move his 
; roposition as a substitute for the bill now pend- 
~ Mr. BELL. I cannot do it. The honorable 
Senator will see that this is the parliamentary 
mode of getting clear of all the amendments pend- 
“oe and those which may be offered; it concludes 
the question atonce. If the majority of the Sen- 
ate should think with me that we are wasting 
ime; that it is not likely any bill to“construct a 
ailroad will pass the Senate ;gnd that we shall 
consume day after day without any good result; 
the friends of the measure, numerous as they are, 
not being able to agree among themselves, then 
my proposition is to recommit with the instruc- 
tions | have moved. Now is the time to amend 
my proposition if it commends itself to the Sen- 
ate at all; for when it is re ported back, it will be 
put toa vote whether they will pass it. It over- 
rides all amendments; and in no way could you 
eet the question before the Senate but by moving 
io recommit with instructions to report this prop- 
osition. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Itis now about the usual 
time of adjournment, and [ should like to have 
that proposition printed, in order that the Senate 
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may see it. They probably will not act on it un- / 


til itis printed. I move that the Senate adjourn. 


Mr. BELL. Let it be pring 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that it be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
ask the indulgence of the Senate to correct a mis- 
apprehension which exists in the Senate, and per- 
haps in the Chair himself, as to the condition of 
this bill. By reference to the Journal of last ses- 
sion, it is ascertained that this bill was reported 
to the Senate. It is not now in Committee of the 
Whole. The Chair makes this suggestion, lest 
the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Doo.irtLe} 
might be misled. The only way of reaching his 
proposition, which was submitted some time ago, 
will be to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Bieter] was adopted, if that be desired. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not wish to interfere 
with the motion to print this amendment. I sup- 
posed it would be printed as a matter of course. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 suppose the Senator will 
give way for a motion to print. 

Mr. GWIN. Ifthe Senator will waive his mo- 
tion to adjourn for a moment, it would be very 
convenient for us to have the bill of the select 
committee, as it has been amended by the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania, printed; 
and T make that motion, to print it in the form in 
which it is now presented. I move to print the 
bill as amended, and the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from ‘Tennessee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection on the part of the Senate, the order to 
print the bill as amended, and the proposition of 
the Senator from €ennessee, will be made. The 
Chair hears no objection. ° 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand that the 
amendment which I offered some time since was, 
in fact, in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was not in 
order, the Chair will inform the SM#ator. ‘The 
only way, as the Chair suggested, of reaching the 
Senator’s object, would be by a motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania was adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I renew my motion to 
adjourn. eo 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator from Maine will 
withdraw that motion for a moment, I merely 
want to call the attention of the Senate and the 
Presiding Officer to the fact that on the part of the 
minority of the- select committe® which reported 
the bill, I reported a substitute as the view of my- 
selfand those who concurred with me, being the 
minority of the committee. That substitute has 
never been reached. Amendments have been of- 
fered, one after another, and I certainly desire the 
expression of the Senate upon the substitute pre- 
sented by the minority, before we are cut off by 
the proposition to commit, with a * forthwith”’ 
annexed. The views presented by the report of 
the ‘minority are quite the reverse, in some re- 
Spects, of those in the majority bill. Among oth- 


ers, we carefully abstained from entering the lim- | 


its ofa State, arc guarded it so that no power 
should be assumed b 


y the Federal Government | 


to construct a railroad or to create a corporation, 
exeept in the intermediate territory lying between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific States. This presents 
the opposite view to the billof the majority of the 
committee, and I think I have the right, at least, 
to have the expression of the opinion of the Sen- 
ate upon it before it is committed in the form of 
the proposition of the Senator from Tennessee. 

Mr. |\VERSON. The remarks & the Senator 
from Mississippi require at my hands a short ex- 
planation in regard to the minority report. The 
Senator characterized it as a re port of the minor- 
ity of the committee. [| take this occasion to say 
that I did not concur in the substitute which the 
Senator from Mississippi presented. He misun- 
derstood me. I did not concur in that, and lam 
not in favor of it. It appropriates $10,000,000 out 
of the Treasury for the construction of this road. 
To that lam unequivocally opposed. I do not 
believe the Government has any power under the 
Constitution to appropriate a dollar out of the 
Treasury for the construction of thfis or any other 
road, or any other work of internal improvement. 
Thatis my opinion. I did not, therefore, concur 
in the Senator’s bill; I do not believe it isa bill 
which ought to pass. I did concur with him in 
many views which he expressed in the commit- 
tee, and has probably embodied in his bill; butas 
to the substitute he has offered, 1 must say it does 
not present my views. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Georgia has 
enjoyed an opportunity of stating that he did not 
concur in the bill which | have reported, when | 
believe I have not said he did. 

Mr. lLVERSON. I wasin the minority of the 
committee, and therefore supposed I was included 
in the Senator’s remark. - 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 thought I had the Senator’s 
authority, as one of the minority, to report that 
bill; but whether I had or not, lL said it was the 
bill of a minority of the committee. The Sena- 
tor, therefore, has merely defended himself before 
he was accused, 

Mr. IVERSON. The Senator said that the 
minority of the committee reported a bill; that it 
contained the views of the minority. I was in 
the minority, and therefore was in that category; 
hence I wished toset myselfright. The Senator 
was mistaken in supposing that I gave authority 
for reporting the substitute. To be sure, | pre- 
ferred his bill to that of the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then there was only one for it. 
I was that minority, and I shall stand by it. 

Mr. BELL. If the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi desires my motion to be postponed 
until the question can be taken on his amendment, 
I will withdraw it with great pleasure. 
that there were other amendments. 


But I saw 


Swill, £ will 


not press my motion until he gets the sense of 


the Senate on his proposition, if such be his de- 
sire. 

Mr. DAVIS. I shall yield most cheerfully to 
any decision the Senate may make. I answered 
my whole purpose in calling the attention of the 


Senate to the fact that the views which I enter- 
tain were in a printed substitute, which came in 


with the bill, and on which I desired a vote of 


the Senate. If, however, the Senate, having their 
attention called to the fact, choose to pass over 
it, and not to take a vote on the proposition, but 
to accept the substitute now offered in a parlia- 
mentary form by the Senator from Tennessee, | 
shall yield very cheerfully. 

Mr. BROWN. I have no idea that we are going 
to pass this bill; and I suppose I feel as very 
many other Senators do—that we are wasting a 
good deal of precious time upon it. I do not 
think it would be fair, at this late hour of the even- 
ing, when a good many Senators have retired 
from the Chamber, to demand a vote upon laying 
the bill upon the table. I make that motion, how- 
ever, and ask the yeas and nays onit. When 
they shall have been ordered, | am quite willing 
that the Senator from Maine shall press his mo- 
tion to adjourn, and let us, when the bill comes 
up to-morrow, everybody being notified that we 
are going to take a vote to lay it on the table, be 
present and vote for it or against it. If we are 
determined to go on with it and have a final test 
vote on its passage, let us dothat. If we have 
made up our minds, as I think we ought to have 


done by this time, that we cannot pass the bill, 


let us havea test vote in full Senate. I therefore, 
at this hour of the evening, submit a motion to 
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lay on the table; and ask for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, January 18, 1859. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. F. Swerzeu. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message -was received from the Senate by 
Asnury Dickiys, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed the following 
joint resolution and pills of that body, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
Liouse: 

A resolution (No. 69) conferring the rank of 
senior flag-oflicer on the active service list of @ee 
United States Navy on Captain Charles Stewart; 

A bill CNo. 283) for the regief of James Mac- 
caboy? and 

A bill (No. 449) authorizing a transfer to State 
authorities of the books, papers, &c., of discon- 


Prayer 


tinued land districts under certain circumstances. 
NEBRASKA CONTESTED ELECTION, 

Mr. BOYCE. Irise to a privileged question. 
The Committee of Elections have instructed me 
to report the evidence ithe contested election 
case from Nebraska, and to ask that the same be 
printed and recommitted to the committee, 

It was so ordered, 

Mr. VAKLANDIGHAM. 
ular order of business. 

Mr. JEWETT. lLaskthe unanimous consent 
of the Elouse to introduce a bill for reference only. 
I hone there will be no objection. 1 want to have 
the bill referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. VALLANDIGIIAM., I insist on the reg- 
ular order of business. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. ADRIAN. I hope the gentleman will 
waive his call for the rerular order of business 
fora moment. The petition of Mrs. Eliza M. 
Evans was referred by mistake to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions instead of the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. I ask that the 
petition be withdrawn from the one committee 
and referred to the other. 

Mr. NICHOLS. If objection be made in one 
case it ought to be made in all; and I therefore 
obirect. 

‘Mr. ADRIAN. 1 hope I shall be allowed to 
have this petition referred to the right committee. 
I should really like to know what gentleman ob- 
jected to my application; for I did not hear. [ 
hope the gentleman, whoever he may be, will 
withdraw his objection. I simply ask a change 
of reference. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness was called for and insisted on by a gentle- 
man on the right, and objection was afterwards 
made to anything being done except the regular 
order of business by a gentleman on the left of the 
Chair. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I hope, then, the gentleman 
on the left will withdraw his objection, and allow 
.this petition to go to the right committee. It was 
referred to the wrong committee by mistake. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees for reports, commeneing where the eall 
was suspended on Thursday last—with the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Lam instructed by 
the Committee on Commerce to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 7 

Resolved, That the standing committees of the House, 
which at the last session thereof Were authorized to employ 
clerks, be authorized to employ clerks for the present ses- 
sioh, at the same rate of compensation ; and that their com- 
pensation be from the date of their service. 


Mr. DEAN. I object to that. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I report the reso- 
lution from the Committee on Commerce. [ ask 
that it be adopted, and move the previous ques- 
tion upon It. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is that resolution received ? 

| The SPEAKER. It is reported from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, as the Chair understands. 
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Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
referred to that committer 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. No, sir; it was not. 

Mr. MORGAN. I understand that the Com- 
mittee on Commerce are in no great trouble, for 
they have got three clerks,as I understand, now. 

Mr. JOUN COCHRANE. My friend is quite 
mistaken. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would suggest to 
the gentleman who objects, that these « 
already in employment, and we ought not to 
starve them out. I would sug t to the centle- 
man from New York, if he made the objection, 
that it 18 ve ry hard upon these men who are how 
engaged in the public service and have nothing to 
live upon. 

The SPEAKER. The Chgyir thinks the report 
cannot be made if objected to; the sul 


j 


Pe rr 
erks are 


ject-matter 
not having been referred to Un Committee on 
Commerc: 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
who made the objection f 


Mr. LiASKIN. Bob ject. 
ISSUE OF REGISTERS TO STF AMSHIPS. 
Mr.. EUSTIS. I am instru 


mittee on Commerce to report 


I would inquire 


1 by the Com- 

ck, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 
493) authorizing thei im 
ships America and Canada, and to change the 
names of said steamships. I ask that it be put 
upon fs passage. 

I will state, for the information of the Elouse, 
that these steamers, although built in Canada, are, 
in point of fact, American-built vessels. The cer- 
tificates accompanying the bill show that the en- 
rines, boilers, machinery, &c., were built at the 
West Point foundery, in the State of New York, 


sue of registers 


ata cost, exclusive of transportation, of $112,000. | 


These steamers were built of timber from New 
York, the frames and planking were of Ohio 
growth, the joiner’s work was madein New York, 
and putup by New York mechani ‘Sy,ata cost ol 
$150,000, the furniture and fittings of the cabins 
were manufactured at Batlalo, in the State of New 
York, at a cost of $50,000. The boats were mod- 
elled by George Collier, a New York builder, but 
have since been brought round from the lakes by 
the way of the St. Lawrence, to New York, have 
had new bottoms put on them, have been fas- 
tened, caulked, coppered, and extensive additional 
work done, at a cost of $70,000, making a total 
of at least $412,000. All this appears from the 
sworn certificates attached to the bill. 

These steamers were purchased by the Lou- 
isiana Tehuantepec company, now engaged in 
transporting mail and passengers between the 
city of New Orleans and the Isthmus of Tehuan- 
tepec, and are not entuled to American registers 
under the strict letter of the law. The owners, 
in view of the facts already stated, and struggling 
as they are, in the infancy of a great enterprise of 
national importance, confidently rely upon Con- 
gress for that special legislation, which an alone 
relieve them under the actual condition of things. 

I will state further, that a communication on 
this subject was addressed to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and that officer has made a favorable 
answer, which I will ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 

Treasury DerartMent, January 14, 1859. 

Sir: } have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 12th instant, and in reply to so much of it as refers to 
the bill passed by the Senate, authorizing the isswe of reg- 
isters to the steamships America and Canada, to state that 
the Department perceives no objection to its passage. 

The bill is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

HOWELL COBB, 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
Hlon. Jonn Cocnrane, Chairman of OC 
merce, dlouse of Representatives. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I demand the previous question. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question aah 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EUSTIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion te reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FISHING BOUNTIES. 
Mr. MILLSON. As a member of the Com- 


mittee on Commerce, I ask leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be, and they 
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are hereby, directed forthwith to report to the House the 
bill of the Senate, which was referred-to them on the 7th 
day of Deeember last, entitied * An act repealing all Jaws 
or parts of jaws granting allowances or bounties to vessels 
employed in the bank and other cod fisheries,’ in order that 
this House shall determine for itself, whether it will agree 
wr disagree to the legislation proposed by the other House of 
Congress. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. From what 
committee is t@at a report ? 

Mr. MILLSON. I offer it as a resolution of 
instruction to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. | object to the 
resolution. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT, OHIO. 

Mr. RUFFIN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill allowing those holding 
lands by entries in the Virginia military district, 
Ohio, which were made prior to the Ist day of 
January, 1852, to have the same surveyed and 
patented; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. RUFFIN also, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports in the following cases; 
which were, laid on the table, the committee dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
the reports ordered to be printed: 
he petition of O. P. Strickland; and 
‘he petition of J. B. McCendon. 

REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. 

Mr. COBB, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to amend the act of 20th April, ISIS, to 
compensate registers and receivers of land offices 
of the United States; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. COBB. When I have had read a statement 
which I hold in my hand, I propose to put the 
bill on its passage. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Iiinois. 
hear the bill read. 

Mr. COBB. Certainly. The bill will be read 
of course. The Committee on Public Lands have 
reported the bill unanimously, and I presume 
there will be no objection when the Elouse shall 
understand the object of the bill. 

The bill was read. It provides that the act en- 
titled ** An act for changing the compensation of 
receivers and registers of land offices,”’ approved 
April 20, 1818, shall be so construed by the 
proper accounting officers of the Government as 
to restrict the aggregate amount allowed as com- 
pensation for remisters’ and receivers’ commission 
on moneys received at any land office, in any one 
calendar year, to the sum of $2,500 each; and that 
the registers and receivers shall not receive for 
any one qi&rter, or fractional quarter, more than 
a pro rata allowance of said maximum of $2,500; 
the commissions to commence and be calculated 
from the time they enter upon the discharge of 
their duties. 

Mr. COBB. Now, Mr. Speaker, the House 
will see at once the object of the bill. I will now 
ask that this statement be read, which will show 
what has been the practice under the law as it 
now stands; that at a single land office there has 
been drawn from the funds received as much as 
$10,000 ina single year. I think that practice’ 
ought tobe stopped. I ask the Clerk now to read 
the statement which I send to his office. 

The statement was read, as follows: 

The following statement presents a case in point, illustra- 
tive of the many abuses growing out of the present system 
of computing the registers’ and receivers’ compensation for 
commissions, as set forth in the Commissioner's report for 
1856, pages 19 and 20: 

J. H. B., late register at Plattsburg, Missouri, for second 
quarter, from the Ist April to 30th June, 1856, date of his 
resignation, received the maximum Of.......... $2,500 

C. Li. B., late register, for third quarter from Ist 
July to 30th September, 1556, received his max- 
imum ef commissions OF 2... ccccee cenceecevees 

J. Ut. B., under a temporary appointment, for the 
fourth quarter, 1856, from 8th October to 3ist De- 
cember, 1856, received his maximum of comnmis- 
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. H. B., under a confirmed appointment, for the 
first quarter, 1857, from 18th February to 3lst 
March, 1857, received his muximum of commis- 
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I want to 
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Making the aggregate amount paid to registers at 
said office tor commissions alone, for the year 
commencing April 1, 1856, and ending March 31, 


1857, Of. cccccceecscccccseccce cece scesseec sees eGl0,000 
: * 





Whereas under our proposed restrictjon, it could not have 
exceeded the sum of §2,500. 


2,500 








Mr. COBB. The House will readily perceive 

without argument from me, that such a practice 
ought to be stopped. Te act of 1818 provid od 
that the maximum to be received as commi : 
by any register or receiver should not 
$2,500. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask himya question? _ 

Mr. COBB. Ido not want to get into any con- 
troversy in reference to this matter, I haye not 
mentioned afly name in this statement, because I 
did not want to pygvoke any controversy in ref 
erence to any person. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. There is no con- 
trovérsy about it. I merely wanted to know the 
name of the person he refers to in the statement 
which has been read, by the initials “J, H, p.» 
The statement refers to a land office in my dig. 
trict. Several of my constituents have held the 
office of register in that office. I desire to know 
to which he alludes in his statement? 

| Mr. COBB. If the gentleman will refer to the 
records in respect to the registers and receivers in 
the Plattsburg district, he can ascertain the name 
of the person to whom he refers. I do not care 
to mention names. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Is the name James 
tI. Birch? 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman can find what the 
name is by consuding the record. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If that be the name, 
I will state that the record shows that he did re- 
ceive the amount of money stated, but if he refers 
to any other gentleman who has held that office, 
I deny the statement. 

Mr. COBB. Very well. I will now state that 
under the law of 1818 the maximum of the com- 
pensation to be received by any register or re- 

' ceiver, as commissions, is $2,500. The Com- 
mittee on Public Lands propose now to correct 
the abuse which has grown up under that law by 
providing that the amount of compensation for 
such service for any land office shall not exceed 
$2,500. I ask to put the bili on its passage, and 
call the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not wish to 
obstruct the passage of that bill, if I understand 
the object of it. 1 merely wish to make an in- 
quiry. lL believe that the present law provides that 

| registers and receivers shall receive a salary of 
$500 each per annum and a commission upon 
all moneys received in the office from sales of the 
public lands not toexceed a compensation, in the 

| aggregate, of $3,000; but I understand that under 
the practice, aregister may remain in office three 
months, and receive the full salary contemplated 
by the law fora full year; then another may be 
appointed, who may also receive the full salary; 
and so on to the end of the year. 

Mr. COBB. That is the very thing which we 
propose to correct by this bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If that is the effect 
of this bill, it is right. Provision ought to be 
made b% which not more than $3,000 shall be paid 
as compensation for the services of register dur- 
ing any one year. 

Mr. COBB. I am very glad the gentleman 
from Tennessee agrees with me for once. 

Mr. JON BB, of Tennessee. I am very happy 
to congratulate the gentieman that he is right for 
once. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COBB. Very well; then the gentleman 
from Tennessee and I have no controversy. 
call the previous question upon the @grossment 
of@he bill. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask the gentle- 
man from Alabama to withdraw his demand for 
the previous question for a moment to allow me 
to make a statement. 

Mr. COBB. I¢will withdraw my demand for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am in favor of 
the object of this bill, but I do not think the ob- 
ject will be accomplished by the bill as it now 
stands. The fault is not so much with the officers 
as it is in the appointing power. When a regis- 
ter has served for a part of a year, and has drawn 
the maximum compensation, and another register 
is appointed for the balance of the year, I do not 
believe that the person who comes in as register 
for the balance of the year has the right, under 

_ the law as it now stands, to draw also the maxi- 

‘mum compensation for a year. But [think that 

| some of the registers should be allowed the per- 
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nisites of their office. In some of the land dis- 
gs in the State of Missouri, and some of the 
other western States, where the land has been 
rincipally sold, and several offices have been con- 
colidated into one, the registers and receivers do 
not have business sufficient to produce a salary 
such as to justify them in keeping the office. I 
cannot at this moment prepare an amendment 
which will meet my purpose, because I have not 
before me the list of the fees for searches in ref- 
erence to titles, for the delivery of patents, and 
other office business required te be done. | there- 
fore move to recommit this bill to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, in order that I may bqable 
to submit to that committee a list of the perqui- 
sites which I wish to have embodied into my 
amendment. 

Now, sir, in the State of Missouri, the office 
now complained of and four others have been 
consolidated into one. Five land districts have 
been thrown into one. The register gets but $500 
salary. He has charge of the books necessarily 
belonging to his office, thousands of field notes, 
and an immense mass of correspondence requir- 
ing three or four clerks. Yes, sir, he receives a 
salary of only $500. That office contains the 
sources of title for half of the State of Missouri. 
This, as well as other offices in, the western 
States, who have no land to sell, and therefore no 
commissions to receive, ought, in addition to their 
$500 salary, to be allowed some perquisites, that 
they may receive some such just compensation; 
there ought to be a fee table prepared; and in order 
that J may have an opportunity to present one for 
the consideration of the members of the commit- 
tee, I move that this bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Ido not know thatit is neces- 
sary to refer this bill, ifit be correctly understood 
by the House; but having read it twice, | do not 
understand that the object the gentleman from 
Alabama has in view is accomplished by the bill. 
I understand that the object he has in view is to | 
prevent more than $2,500 being paid per year to 
any register or receiveas commissions. I sub- 
mit now that the proviso limited the amount paid 
to various registers and receivers, who may be 
appointed during the year, does not accomplish 
his object, for the language of the bill applies 
simply to those, as I conceive, who may have 
the office for the time being;,and if they resign, 
or are removed, and new men are appointed, the 
gentlemen who follow may come in under the 
same provision. I think that a proviso that in 
the aggregate not more than $2,500as commission, 
shall be paid to those who may hold the office 
during the year, is whatis necessary. If that pro- 
viso be put to this bill, 1 think it ought to be put 
upon its passage. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman listened to the 
bill, he saw that the necessity for that proviso 
was obviated by the provision for the payment of 
the salary quarterly, and that not more than the 
maximum should be paid. 

Mr. NICHOLS. { do not think that a sound 
construction of the bill, as itis, would obviate the 
objection I now make to it. 

Mr. COBB. It has been drawn up at the Land 
Office, with express view to the silaniiichanens 
of the very object the gentleman desires. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Thatdoes not commend it to 
my consideration. Bills drawn up atthe Depart- 
ments have very little favor with me. I prefer 
that they should be examined by gentlemen here, | 
who are just as competent to consider their lékal 
bearing as any gentleman in the Land Office. 

Mr. COBB. The Committee on Public Lands 
investigated it thoroughly, and we deem our- 
selves competent to judge of its bearing. But, so 
far as the gentleman’s proposition is concerned, 
{agree with him. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I have no doubt about the 
competency of the Committee on Public Lands, 
and I do not reflect upon them at all. I have 
merely made a suggestion. If it be the sense of 
the House that the bill does accomplish the ob- 
ject, | am in favor of then letting it be put upon 
its passage. But, sir, as a lawyer, I suggest 
that, in my opinion, it does not carry out the 
pone announced by the gentleman from Ala- 

ama. 

Mr. COBB. I think it does. I want to stop 
the abuses I have stated; and if the gentleman | 
thinks that purpose can be better accomplished 


THE 


by the addition of another sentence, I have no 
objection to it. 

Mr. NICHOLS. If the gentleman says that 
it will stop abuses, then let it be put upon its 
passage. I do not wish to put any obstacle in 
its way. ; 

Mr. COBB. We think it will st »p abuses. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Then go ahead. 

Mr. CLARK, Missouri. I move that the bill 
be recommitted to the C Public 
Lands. 

Mr. COBB. [call the previous question. We 
have the whole subject of the increase of the pay 
of registers and receivers before us, and the gentle- 


man can submit his proy 


rmmittee on 


yosition and let it 


come 

un separately and distinetly. 
The SPEAKER. If the previous question be 
sustained, the first ve will be on the motion to 


recommit, and if that fail, the question then will 
be, ** Shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ?’’ 

The previous question was 
main question ordered. 

The motion to reeommit was disagreed to. 

The bill was ordeted to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to ask my col- 
league one question about this bill. | understand 
from the reading of the bill that it allows the re- 
gisters and receivers at the land offices to receive 
as much as €2,500 as commissions, and then $500 
as salary. Is that the law he proposes to construe? 

Mr. COBB. Itis the law of 1818. 

The bill was again reported. 

Mr. COBB. I call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Ohio to the words pro rata. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Ido not interpose any ob- 
jection to the passage of the bill. I think it could 
be made more explicit; and that is what I have 
said. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I havea pro- 
viso which I ask may be read and received. 

The proviso was read, as follows: 

Provide i, 


seconded, and the 


That the aggregate amountof salary paid toall 


the officers that may be appointed during any one year | 


shall not exceed $2,500. 

The SPEAKER. The. proviso_can only be 
received by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Is the object of this bill 
to lessen the pay of registers and receivers ? 

Mr. COBB. It does not reduce the legitimate 
fee of any officer; it only proposes to correct abuse 
that has crept in under the act of 1818. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If 1 am allowed to 
answer the inquiry of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, I will do so. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
lessen the salaries? 

Mr. COBB. It leaves the salaries the same as 
they were left under the act of 1818. I would 
restate the motives for the passage of the bill, but 
that the previous question has been called. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that the previous question has been moved. 

Mr. COBB. Then I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Iask the gentleman to 
“withdraw that motion for a moment. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to’ask the gen- 
tleman from Alabama a question with, regard to 
this bill. It may be very clear to him, but I do 
not understand it. | desire to ask the gentleman 
from Alabama the object of the bill? 

Mr. COBB. Did the gentleman hear me when 
I reported the bill? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I did not. 

Mr. COBB. Then I will inform him that the 
object is to stop the abuse of peculation that has 
been going on in the country for many years 
under the act of 1818. If the gentleman had heard 
the statement that was read, he would have seen 
that at one office in one year the register received 
upwards of ten thousand dollars. The act of 
1818 never contemplated that they should receive 
at any one office more than $2,500 a year. ‘This 
bill is to restrict the compensation to that sum. 
It is to fix the construction of the act of 1818, and 
to leave the salaries exactly as they were fixed by 
| that bill. It does not change them a particle. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. If the object of the bill 
be to reform any abuse, then Iam willing to vote 
for it. 


Does the bill propose to 
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Mr. COBB. I knew that the gentleman would 
be in favor of it. That is all it proposes, 

Mr. BARKSDALE. But I am not willing to 
lessen the compensation of registers and receivers. 

Mr. COBB. It does not do that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move the previous 
question on the passage ef the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
my proviso may be received. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is on its passage, 
and has passed that point where the amendment 
could } e received. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. Ido not wish 
to embarrass the passage of the bill; L only thought 
it better to make it a little more certain. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s proviso 
can be appended to the bill by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House only. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then f ask 
that it may be appended by unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDIE. 1 object. dat proviso is in the 
bill afready. 

Mr. LEITER. According to it, all the officers 
would only receive $2,500 a year, in the aggregate. 

‘The question was taken; and the bill was passed. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table; which lat- 
ter motion was agreed to. 


I wish that 


PATENTING OF LANDS IN OHIO. 
Mr. STANTON. Irise toa privileged ques- 


tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which a 
bill allowing those holding lands by entries in the 
Virginia military district, in Ohio, that were made 
prior tothe Istof January, 1852, to have the same 
surveyed and patented, which was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. My object is to have it referred to a se- 
lect committee of three. Itis of no sort of interest 
to anybody except the members who represent 
that district. The gentleman who introduced she 
bill, and myself, think that some amendments to 
it are desirable, which will be satisfactory to all 
interested. Ifthe House will have the goodness to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, I will move to refer it to a select commit- 
tee of three. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I reported the bill, and should 
like to know the object of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman who intro- 
duced that bill, and I, have had a consultation 
aboutit,and we think that some amendments are 
required for the protection of the titles of the set- 
tlers. There is no body in the world interested 
in it except the members who represent that dis- 
trict. 

Mr. RUFFIN. It is not to go back to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands? 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir; to a select commit- 
tee of three. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I have no objection in the world 
to that. ° 

Mr. COBB. I will state to the gentleman from 
Ohio, for his information, that the report was or- 
dered te be made some time ago. ‘The bill was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. It 
proposes to cede to the State of Ohio all the mil- 
itary reservation granted by Virginia. The com- 
mittee had that question under consideration, and 
ordered the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
RurFin] to make a report upon it. [t authorizes 
the Secretary of the Interior to sell to the State 
of Ohio a particular tract of land, for school pur- 
poses, 

Mr. STANTON. The bill to which the gen- 
tleman from Alabama has reference has no con- 
nection with this. The oneapplies to vacant land, 
and this applies to land that has been entered. 
The two have no connection. 

The question was taken on Mr. STanTon’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 

So the motion by which the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of. the 
Union was reconsidered. 

Mr. STANTON. I now move that the bill be 
referred to a select committee of three, with power 
to report at any time, 


Mr. BURNETT. I do not understand why 
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the committee should be authorized to report at 
any time. I hope the gentleman will modify his 
motion in that reepect, 

Mr. STANTON. The only object of it is that 
if the bill be onee rv porte d to the House, 1t will 
not take a moment to pass it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. The Llouse cannot agree to the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio authorizing 
the select committee to report at any time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
a single objection is fatal to the proposition. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I waive that part of 
my motion, and move that the bill be referred to 
a select committee of three. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CLAIMS FOR BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. COBB. Iam directed by the Committee 
on Public Lands to reporta bill predicated on 
that portion of the President’s message which 
was referred to that committee. 

The bill providing@for satisfying claims for 
bounty lands, and for other purposes, was read 
a first and second time. 

It provides that the act entitled ** An act grant- 
ing further time for satisfying claims for bounty 
lands, and for other purposes,’’ approved Febru- 
ary 6, 1854, and the act entitied ** An act to pro- 
vide for satisfying claims for bounty lands for 
military service in the late war with Great Brit- 
ain, and for other purposes,’ approved January 
27, 1842, and also the two acts approved January 
27, 1835, therein and thereby revived, shall be re- 
vived and continued in force without restriction 
or linuitation as to time. 

Mr. COBB. Those who have examined the 
public documents are aware that this question is 
submitted, by the Executive, to the consideration 
of Congress. I have here a long letter from the 
Department, but I think I can make a statement 
to the Elouse of the objects of the bill, which will 
consume less time than the reading of the letter. 
Under the act granting bounty land to the officers 
and.soldiers of the war of 1812, those who en- 
listed for five years, or during the war, were 
entitled to bounty lands, and in case of their de- 
cease it went to their descendants or legal repre- 
sentatives. ‘There are some fifty or sixty cases 
of that kind, and all warrants issued and not lo- 
cated under the provisions of the act of June last, 
when the law expired, are entirely worthless, 
The Department recommend that that law be re- 
vived, in order that all these cases may be dis- 
OSE d of. The act has been twice revived since 

have been a member of Congress; and this bill 
proposes to extend it indefinitely, in order that 
the cases of the descendants of this meritorious 
class may be disposed of. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LAND ERRONEOUSLY SOLD. 


Mr. COBB. I am instructed by the Committee 
on Public Lands to report a bill, also predicated 
on the President’s message. It is a bill to amend 
anactentilled ** An act authorizing repayment for 
land erroneously sold by the United States.*’ 

The bill was-read a first and second time. 

It provides that the act of Congress authorizing 
repayment for land erroneously sold by the Uni- 
ted States, approved January 12, 1825, be amended 
so as to authorize the Secretary of the Interior, 
upon proof being made to his satisfaction that 
any tract of land has been erroneously sold by 
the United States, so that, from any cause what- 
ever, the sale cannot be confirmed, to repay to 
purchaser or purchasers, or to the legal repre- 
sentatives or assignees of the purchaser or pur- 
chasers thereof, the sum or sums of money that 
may have been paid therefor, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The bill further provides that, whenever any 
tract of land has been erroneously sold as afore- 
said, and the sum or sums of money which may 
have been paid for the same shall have been in- 
vested in any stock held in trust, or shall have 
been paid into the Treasury of the United States 
to the credit of any trust fand, it shall be lawful, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


by the sale of such portion of said stock as may 
ary for that purpose, or out of such trust 
fund, for repayment of the purchase money to be 
made to the parties entitled thereto. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 


SIXTEENTH AND THIRTY-SIXTH SECTIONS. 


Mr. COBR, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize settlers upon 
the sixteenth and thiriy-sixth sections, who set- 
tled before the survey of the public lands, to pre- 
empt their settlements; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to have that bill, which 
is also predicated upon Executive recommenda- 
tion, put upon its passage, 

The bill which was read provides that, where 
settlements with a view to preémption which have 
been made before the surveys, shall be found to 
have been made upon agctions sixteen or thirty- 
six, said sections shall be subject to the preémp- 
tion claims of such settlers; and, if the section 
shall have been, or shall be, reserved or pledged 
for the use of schools or colleges in the State or 
Territory in which the lands lie, other lands in 
like quantity are apprepriated in lieu of such as 
may be patented to preémptors. The bill appro- 
priates other lands to compensate for deficiencies 
for school purposes, where the sixteenth or thirty- 
sixth Sections are fractional in quantity, or wanting 
by reason of the townships being fractional, or 
from any natural cause whatever. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third ume; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LAND DISTRICTS IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. COBB also, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back, with a recommendation 
that itdo pass, Senate bill (No. 375) to create two 
additional land districts in the Territory ofsWash- 
ington; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on'the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying papers, ordered to be printed. 


COMPENSATION OF SURVEYORS. 


Mr. COBB. The Committee on Public Lands 
also instruct me to report back House bill (No.416) 
to authorize augmented rates for surveying the 
public lands in the Territory of Washington. The 
committee think these surveyors are getting along 
very well there at their present rate of compensa- 
tion. They do not think it necessary to increase 
the rates until the Government finds it cannot get 
its surveys made at the present prices. I there- | 
fore ask that the bill may be laid on the table, 
and the committee discharged from its further 
consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN NEBRASKA. 


Mr. COBB. I am also instructed to report 
back from the Committee on Public Lands a bill 
referred to it,on the motion of the Delegate from 
the Territory of Nebraska, to authorize the entry | 
of land for school purposes, in Sarpy county, 
Nebraska Territory, with the recommendation || 
that it do pass. My friend from Nebraska is 
anxious thatitshould pass; but if it will come up 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union during the time set apart for territorial 
purposes, I will allow it to go there. Itis to allow 
the school commissioners of Sarpy county, Ne- | 
braska, to locate other lands in lieu of their school | 
sections, fractions of which have been taken from 
them by certain reservations allowed by the In- 
dian commission. ‘They simply ask that they || 
may have other lands for those taken from them, 
upon the unoccupied lands of the Government. 
I ask the Chair whether, if this bill be referred to | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it will come up during the time set apart | 
for the consideration of territorial business ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot answer 
that question. 

Mr. COBB. Then I think the bill had better | 
be passed now. It will not take more than a few 


be necess 


- 


|, minutes. I ask that the bill be read. 


The bill was read. It provides that, whereas by 


and passed. 


January 18, 
a treaty between the United States and the Omaha 
Indians, said Indians ceded their land inthe Terri- 
tory of Nebraska to the United States, areservation 
vas made ona part of section thirty-six, in town- 
ship fourteen north, range five, of which a laree 
part has been preémpted, the commissioners for 
the public schools in Sarpy county shall be ay. 
thorized to locate sixshundred and forty acres of 
land upon any of the unoccupied lands belon 
to the Government in said county. 

Mr. COBB. I think the bill ought to pass; and 
I hope there will begno objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider“on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB also, from the same committee, re. 
ported back House bill (No. 742) to authorize 
the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Ne- 
braska to provide for leasing school sections six- 
teen and thirty-six, in said Territory, for the 
benefit of common schools; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


MINNESOTA BOUNDARY LINE. 


Mr.COBB. I now report another bill from the 
Committee on Public Lands, founded upon that 
part of the President’s message referred to our 
committee, to run, mark, and establish the west- 
ern boundary of the State of Minnesota, 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. COBB. I wish to put that bill on its pass- 
age, though as the second section makes an ap- 
propriation [cannot do it if any gentleman objects. 
The object is to make provision for running and 
marking that portion of the western boundary 
line of Minnesota, which is not marked by natu- 
ral boundaries, designated in the act to enable the 
people of that State to form a constitution and 
State government. It is believed the distance is 
about one hundred and thigy miles. The second 


ging 


| section makes an appropriation of $5,000 to carry 


out the object. If there is any objection it must 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
the Union. 
Mr. GROW. Oh no, let it be passed now. 
There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and fead a third time; and, being 
engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, 


GRAND CHENIERE ISLAND. 


Mr. COBB. I havea case here in which my 
friend from Louisiana [Mr. SanpipGe] is inter- 
ested. He has been to me frequently to have it 
taken care of. I report back from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, House bill (No. 683) recog- 
nizing the survey of the Grand Cheniere Island, 
State of Louisiana, as approved by the surveyor 
general, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HATCH. Has the morning hour ex- 
pired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. HATCH. Then I move that we go to the 
busingss on the Speaker’s table. I do this for the 
purpose of ref@rring Senate bill for the improve- 
ment of St. Clair flats to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. By the arbitrary 
ruling of this House, this bill must go there, and 
I desire that this only step which can now be taken 
for its passage should be taken. I hope gentlemen 
will Shot gppose it, as there will be another occa- 
sion when they will have an opportunity to mani- 
fest their opposition, for it never can be put on its 
passage, except its friends can secure a vote of 
two thirds of this House. I say this, so that the 
people in the Jake State may know the difficulties 
to be overcome in its passage. 

Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman withdraw that 
motion until I may put this bill upon its passage? 

Mr. HATCH. It will consume too much time. 

Mr. COBB. Then let me have a motion to re- 
commit entered, so as to keep the bill before the 
House. 

The motion was entered. 

Mr. HATCH. My object is to have taken u 
the first bill from the Senate upon the Speaker’s 
table, in order that it may be referred to the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


It is a bill making an appropriation for deepening 
the channel over the St. Clair flats. 
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rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

PRINTING OF CERTAIN PAPERS. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the gentleman to 
suspend that motion a moment, in order that I 
may submit a request from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, unanimously agreed to;- which 
js, that certain documents be ordered to be printed, 
without which they will be unable to proceed in 
their Investigation. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I hope that re- 
quest will be granted. It is a public document, 
appertaining to public matters. 

Mr. FAULKNER. | ask that the report of the 
First Auditor, exhibiting in detail the matters 
connected with the Washington and Oregon war 
debt, be ordered to he printed; and also to report 
a bill for the better organization of the general 
staff of the engineer and ordnance corps; and that 
it be ordered to be printed and recommitted to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr HATCH. Is my motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. It1s not; the motion ofthe 
centleman from Missouri takes precedence. 
~ Mr. HATCH. Lhope the House will vote that 
motion down. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask that the 
minority report of the Committee on ‘Territories, 
on the Oregon bill, be received and ordered to be 
printed. ; 

The SPEAKER. The majority report has al- 
ready been ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Ithas. I wish 
all the papers before the House, in order to pre- 
pare members for the question when it comes up. 

There was no objection; and 

Mr. GROW, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, submitted a minority report on the Oregon 
bill; which was ordered to be printed. 


NAVY-YARD CHARGES. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 


have received from W.B. Allen,a citizen of New 
York, of the highest standing and character, a 
written communication making specific and de- 
tailed charges against certain civil officers in the 
Navy Department, which, ¥ true, would justify 
impeachment. I have also received a letter from 
a member of this House, stating that, as a matter 
of common occurrence, certain officers in he navy- 
yard at Brooklyn have sold employments and 
offices inthat yard. I have been shown affidavits 
and certificates of workmen which, if true, would 
prove this charge to be well founded. My atten- 
tion nas been called toa printed statement in a 
Philadelphia paper containing somewhat similar 
charges in regard to the navy-yard at Philadel- 
phia, and to contracts in that city. I therefore 
am compelled bya sense of duty to ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Whereas D. B. Allen, a citizen of the State of New York, 
specifically charges that certain officers in the Navy De- 
partment, in awarding contracts for the construction of 
vessels of war of the United States, have been guilty of par- 
Uality, and of violation of law and their public duty: and 
whereas grave charges have been made that money appro- 

riated for navy-yards and for the repair of vessels of the 
Jnited States, has been expended for partisan purposes, 
and not for the purposes prescribed by law: Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed 
to examine, 1. Into the specifications and bids for, and the 
terms of, the contract for the work and labor done, or ma- 
terials furnished for the vessels of the United States, con- 
structed, or in the process Of construction or repair, by the 
United States, since the 4th day of March, 1857, and the 
mode and manner of awarding said contracts, and the im 
ducements and recommendations influencing said awards. 
2. Into the mode and manner, and the purpose, in which 
the money appropriated for the navy and dock-yards, and 
for the repair and increase of vessels, has been expended. 
That said committee have power to send for persons and 
papers, and have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
of the House, I will have these communications 
read; but in my judgment, the public service will 
be best advanced by referring them, without read- 
Ing, to the select committee. 

he SPEAKER. Is there objection to the res- 
olution? 

Mr. HUGHES. I hope the committee will 
postpone this matter until the Oregon bill is re- 
ported. After that I shall not object. 


If it is the desire | 
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Mr. FLORENCE, Do not object. We do not 
want to suife inquiry® 

Mr. HUGHES. I do not want to stifle in- 
quiry. I want the Oregon bill reported to the 
House, and | intend to object to everything which 
requires unanimous consent until it is reported. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I hope that no 
objection will be made to the introduction of the 
resolution; and | hope, further, that there will be 
no debate on it now. 


Mr. HUGHES. 


It is suggested to me that this 


| matter will facilitate the introduction of the Ore- 


gon bill, and therefore I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I think that justice de- 
mands that these papers shall be read. Let us 
know on what we are acting. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I desire to state 
that I have omitted one clause of this letter, be- 
cause it names persons without giving specific 
facts to base the charges upon; but I have the 
original document, which I will produce to the 
committee. ‘The restof the communication [ask 
to have read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suggest that if the 
resolution be adopted, these papers should be re- 
ferred to the select committee. We do not want 
to have an ex parte case put upon the record. I 
do not want any prejudgment of the case in that 
way. It is altogether out of the question to have 
these papers read now, and I therefore move that, 
in conformity with the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, these papers be referred to the 
select committee, 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
reading of the papers. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I move the pre- 
vious question on the adoption of the resolution. 
" The previous question was seconded, and the 


I withdraw the call for the 


| main question ordered; and under its operation 


the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I move that the 
papers be referred to the select committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. LItake it for granted that the 
last motion made by the gentleman is not a proper 
motion, I have been paying no especial attention 
to the proceedings that have just taken place, but 
it seems to me that the papers should not be re- 
ferred, 

Mr. BOCOCK. I rise to a question of order. 
I do not understand that any debate is in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the papers were referred to the select 
committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of. Ohio. 
motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My reason is this: that the 
parties who make these charges are competent 
witnesses, and can go and give testimony before 
the committee. It is proper that they should be 
made witnesses, and should be subject to the or- 
dinary test of examination before they make evi- 
dence to commit or impeach the integrity of any 
body. These ex parte papers ought not to go, un- 
der the indorsement of the House, either to the 
committee or to the country, as evidence. The 
letters are written by persons who are competent 
witnesses in the case, and who will, if the com- 


| mittee just raised does its duty, be before that com- 


mittee, and have their evidence taken. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I withdraw the 


motion. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House reports 


from the Secretary of the Treasury,in comphance 
’ | 


| with the third section of the act of June 14, 1858, 
| submitting a plan for reducing the expenses of 


collecting the revenue; which were referred to 


| the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


EXPLORATION OF THE AMOOR RIVER. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


| communication from the Secretary of State, trans- 


mitting a communication to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, in relation to the memorial of T. 
McB. Collins, praying compensation for, and re- 


| imbursementof expenses in making explorations 


|| of the Amoor river; which was referred to the 


| . . ne 
|, Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 


| Mr. CLAY. 


|| State on the subject of the exploration of the 


} 
' 


rinted. 
The letter of the Secretary of 


Amoor river is, I presume, in answer to a note 


I withdraw that 
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addressed by me to the Secretary of State. The 
matter of the compensation of the commercial 
agent was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and was by that committee placed in my 
hands to be reported upon. Why this communi- 
cation was sent to the House, I cannot imagine. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Kentucky that, within the last 
two or three years, the practice has generally 
been for all the Executive Departments, in com- 
municating with committees, or any member 
of committees, to make their communications 
through the House. 

Mr. CLAY. That may be the case; but I beg 
to state, at the same time, that the practice of the 
Departments toward me personally, as a member 
of the House, has been very different. However, 
itis a matter of no consequence. I move that it 
be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER, That order has been made, 
and the communication ordered to be pMnted. 


REPORTS. FROM. COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Court of Claims, trans- 
mitting certain bills, and certain adverse reports. 

The bills sent in were considered as having 
been read a first and second time, and referred, 
under the rules of the House, to the Committee 
of Claims; and the adverse reports were ordered 
to be placed on the Calendar, and printed. 


POST OFFICE ESTIMATES. 
TheSPEAKER also laid before the House esti- 
mates of the Postmaster General for the service 
of the year ending June 30, 1860; which were re- 


‘ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN TERRITORIES. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, submitting plans for the public buildings in 
the Territories, with estimates of the cost of the 
same, sent in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of May 13, 1858; which were referred to 
the Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 


printed. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES.’ 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives, in answer to a resolution of the House, 
relative to clerks to committees, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ter be read. 

The letter was read. It states that so far as the 
Clerk is officially advised, there are but two per- 
sons now regularly employed as committee clerks, 
namely: Mr. R. Cochrane, clerk to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, who holds his office 
under the act of February 18, 1856, and Mr. A. 
H. Evans, clerk to the Committee of Claims, 
who holds his office under the act of February 
18, 1843; that these gentlemen discharge the du- 
ties of their respective offices in person, and that 
he understood verbaliy and indirectly that several 
of the standing committees have clerks in their 
employment, but that he has no positive knowl- 
edge as to their number or names. 

The letter was laid on the table,and ordered to 
be printed. 


Let the let- 


EMPLOYES IN THE CLERK’S OFFICE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, giving, according to the provi- 
sions of the actof 1842, a list of persons employed 
in his office. 

The letter was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 


PATENT OFFICE AFFAIRS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Interior, trans- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents, called for by a resolution of the House of 
January 7, 1859. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that is 
in answer to a resolution calling for information 
about the agricultural board ? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. If this is to give 
rise to debate, I will insist on my motion, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks proper to 


}| withdraw it, if it be likely to give rise to debate. 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have no idea of 
debating it, but I wish to move to refer the report 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and have 
it ordered to be printed. 1 will make this remark: 
I make the motion to refer to the Committee of 
Weys and Means for the reason that, as I under- 
stand it, there is no law on this subject, save the 
annual appropriation of 460,000 to enable the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to collect agricultural statis- 
tics and to distribute seeds throughout the coun- 
try; and, as the Committee of Ways and Means 
are in the habit of reporting that item of appro- 
priation, | think it right that they should have 
this communication referred to them, so that they 
should know how to make their estimates. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr: 
Puewurs, of Missouri. 

Mr. HATCII. If this motion be voted down, 
will it then be in order to move to proceed to the 
consideration of the business upon the Speaker’s 
table ? 

The SPEAKER. ft will be in order. 

Mr. HATCH. Then! hope this motion will 
be voted down, 

CODIFICATION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Pueps’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Smiru, of 
‘Tennessee, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 

sideration of the special order, being House bill 
(No. 487) for the codification of the existing rev- 
enue laws of the United States, and for other 
; purposes; the pending question being upon the 
motion of Mr. Jonrs,of Pennsylvania, to strike 
out the enacting words of the bill. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Will not the effect 
of that motion, if carried, be to send the bill to 
the House without the amendments? 

The CHAIRMAN. The effect of the motion, 
if carried, will be to cut off all amendments. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Ido not know that I cor- 
rectly understand the inquiry of the gentleman 
from New York. Do I understand the Chair to 
say, that, if this question is carried in the affirm- 
ative, 1t Will cut off all votes on pending amend- 
ments ? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


If the motion carries, it 
willcutotfail the amendments, and present the bill 
to the House without amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Thenthere will be no mode 
getting the amendment, of which 1 gave no- 
tice, before the committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I wish to know 
whether if the committee proceeds to amend the 
bill, and after having discussed and amended it 
for several day — 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, IL object to debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Ll have a rigit 
to make any inquiry of the Chair. 

Mr, JOLIN COCHRANE, 1 object to it. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. | wish to know 
whether at another stage—— 

Mr. DEAN. l object to debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lhope the gentleman who 
madethe motion tostrike out the enacting clause of 
the bill will withdraw it, and let us make an effort 
to go through this bill, and see if it 
ble to perfeet and pass it. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 1 object to di 

Mr. HOUSTON. Give us at least an opportu- 
nity to make an effort to go through the bill, and 
amend it. 

Mr. DEAN, 
forced. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s motion 
and it was disagreed té—ayes 9, noes not counted, 

So the committee refused to strike out the enact- 
ing words of the bull. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
sections, for amendment. 

Mr. BURLINGAME. I move to amend the 
second section of the bill by striking out all after | 
the word * fisheries,’’in the fifth line, as follows: | 


* But citizens of the United States, sole owners of foreign 
built vessels, shall have a right to have the bill of sale of 
such vessels recorded in the proper collection district and 
certified by the collector in lieu of registering, and toengage | 
in the foreign trade, upon complying with the laws of the 
United States in relation to master and crew, and the pay- | 
meat of an annual tonnage duty, in advance, of one dollar | 
per ton, United States measurement; and any such vessel, | 


of 


IS NOt’ possi- 


bate. 


I ask that the rules may be en- | 
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engaging in the foreign trade without payment of said ton- 


' Hiner) 
tinu if 


nage duty, ifier the year for which the ton- 
nage duty was paid, shall be liable to seizure and forfeiture 
to the United States.’ 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 
that there is no objection on the part of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to the striking out of that 
part of the section, and I hope the amendment 
will be agreed to. 

Mr. MILLSON. I hope the committee will 
not strike out those words. This is one of the 
sections of the bill which I heartily and entirely 
approve. I wish,sir,the section had gone further. 
I wish the committee had gone to a greater extent 
inremoving those shacklesupon trade which have 
fettered it so long, and which are a reproach to 
the civilization of the present century. Any other 
description of property may be purchased by an 
American citizen and used at home, but although 
an American citizen may be sole owner of a for- 
eign-built vessel, it is proposed to prevent him 
from using his property in the foreign trade. I 
hope the committee will retain this section. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out the last four 
lines. I make the motion for the purpose of say- 
ing that I think this legislation is entirely out of 
place in this bill. This is a bill ** for the codifi- 
cation of the existing revenue laws of the United 
States and for other purposes,’’ and not for the 
purpose of establishing laws and regulations in 
reference to the commerce of the United States; 
it would be just as proper to ingraft a tariff bill 
on this bill, as this provision. The gentleman 
from Virginia acknowledges that this section es- 
tablishes a new system. In fact, it breaks down 
the navigation laws of the United States. Now, 
if Congress 1s disposed to do this thing, let them 
do it openly, squarely, boldly, and not indirectly 
ina bill which purports to be for the codification 
of the existing revenue laws of the United States. 
I hope the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will prevail. 

Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman proposes to 
strike out all the new provisions of this bill, there 
will be but very little of it remaining. Some of 
the new provisions I very strongly object to, and 
I hope 
if the bill isto pass. Butif the bill is to pass, the 
ection which has just been read, and ahick it 1s 
now proposed to strike out, would console me in 
a great measure for the other more objectionable 
provisions which I have just referred to. 


The gentleman says it proposes to strike down 
the navigation laws. Sir, it makes but little 


change in those laws. I wish it did provide for 
striking down the navigation laws. { would go 
for such a proposition, and | have no doubt that 
the progress of public sentiment will be such tha 
there will be a-universal demand for the removal 
of the restrictions which now rest upon our coast- 


ing trade; and not only that, but which impose 
burdens upen our whole commerce. Other na- 
tions have relaxed this system. Eneland has 


thrown open her coasting trade for the competi- 
tion of tee world, by repealing her navigation 
laws; while here the effort is made to render those 
laws still more rigorous. This section makes very 
slight progress towards the result which I regard 
sirable, and I hope there will be no hesita- 
tion in taking so . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, by unanimous 


consent, wit! 


’ 
Sou 


short a step, 


withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MORSE, of Maine. Lrenewthe amendment 
offered by my colleague from Maine. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Miiuson] thinks this 
section will be an entering wedge towards strik- 
ing down the navigation laws of this country, and 
he offers us the example of England, who has re- 
pealed her navigation laws for the very purpose 
of enabling her to compete with the world in the 
carrying trade. I suppose the gentleman knows 
that there is now an almost universal cry over 
England for the restoration of those laws, or 
something equivalent to them; that the ships of 
Prussia and northern Europe have entered into 
her coasting trade to so great an extent as seri- 
ously to injure even British navigation. These 
ships have to-day a large share of the carrying 
trade between British America and the mother 
country. A few years ago there were nearly as 
many tons of American shipping engaged in car- 
ryingdumber from the British American Provinces 
and the United States to Europe, as there were in 


| ships ofGermany and the north of E 


| and sailed much cheaper than ours. 


they will be materially changed, at least, | 


| Europe; for this, as 


| cry proceed? 





J anuary AS, 





the export cotton trade. But both British and 


American tonnage has, to no little extent, been 


displaced by the cheaper built and cheaper sailed 


surope, where 


labor meets with but a poor reward for its toil, | 


| have seen these ships within the last three months 
loading for Europe, inthe lower British Province 
where, four years ago, they were almost e 


Sy 


, A ntire 
strangers, and the American and British flags al- 


most the only ones seen. These vessels are built 


; They pa 
their masters only about twenty dollars per month 
. ’ 


| —no more than seamen’s wages in this country— 
_and their seamen only about five dollars—good 


navigators and good seamen, too; and the differ. 


| ence in fare, er provisioning the ship, is said to 
| be nearly as great. 


Now, sir, the effect of this relaxation of our 
navigation laws, and the Athericanizing of fors 
eign ships} so far as our external trade ?s con. 
cerned, as you propose to do by this bill, will be 
to invite the investment of American capital in 
these foreign vessels for certain branches of trade, 


| to the exclusion of American labor, and Ameri- 
| can-built ships. 


It is the entering-wedge to the 
repeal of a system that began with our existence 
as a nation, and has given us the largest and best 
commercial marine in the world. If you wish to 
cripple this great interest—an interest that ought 
to be the pride of the whole country, North and 


| South, East and West—pass this bill as it is, and 


you will make one great stride towards the ac- 
complishment of your object. It is now heavil 


| oppressed, and but barely staggers under the leth- 
| argy that has so long hung over the commercial 
| world, and it is no time to try experiments upon 


it, to see how heavy a blow it can bear and con- 


| tinue to live. 


Let me tell the gentleman from Virginia, that 


for the last four years the entire registered ton- 


nage of the country engaged in the Atlantic for- 
eign trade has not averaged more than enough to 
pay its running expenses and insurance. Its own- 
ers have received no returns upon their heavy in- 


| vestments, while their property is constantly de- 
| preciating. “Ifany of them have saved themselves, 
| or made prosperous voyages, it was because their 
| ships were on long voyages in distant seas, and 


not in the Atlantic trade between this country and 
said, taken as a whole for 
the last few years, has been a loss to the ship- 
owner. With this gloomy picture before us, is 
it a time to commence experiments to see how 
much lower itcan go and live? Commerce is not, 


| In its nature, a local or sectional interest—an in- 
| terest in which the West or South has no concern 
| because itis mainly in the hands of the North; 


but itis a great national interest, conferring ad- 
vantages upon all branches of industry, and honor 
uponthe wholecountry. But, sir, ifthis hazardous 
experiment is to be made—if you have determ- 
ined to try it, then let us try it on its own merits 
singly and alone, where we can have ample time, 
and a full and free discussion of the whole ques- 


| tion, and not crowd it into a bill like this, and 
then allow only five minutes to speak — it. 


Mr. MILLSON. I did not say that this prop- 


_osition was to be an entering wedge for the de- 
| struction of our navigation laws. 
| but a single step. 
ceed it. I hope it ma 
| I fear it will not be. i 


I said it was 
I do not know what may suc- 
be.an entering wedge, but 
fear that instead, this sys- 
tem may be extended to a much greater length. 
The gentleman refers to the cry which he says is 
raised in England at this time for the restoration 
of the navigation laws. From whom does this 
I doubt not there was a cry raised 
against the repeal of the navigation laws before 
that result was accomplished, and I can well be- 
lieve that that ery has not ceased. It is the of 


| of the protected interests against the general wea 
| It is the cry of the few against the interests of the 
| many. 


It is the cry of the silversmithy of Eph- 
esus when their craft was in danger, and their 


| molten images were preached against, and who 


called out, ‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 


| This ery may be heard now in England; but it is 
/acry that is likely to remain unheeded. If I may 


use the words of another I would say, that ‘if, 
like children, they cry for the moon, like children 
they must cry on.”’ 

Sir, the navigation laws of England were re- 


| laxed for the benefit of the general €ommerce of 


the country. They have there thrown off the 
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shackles which op ait the many for the ber enefit 
of the favored few. The gentleman, it seems to 
me, would hardly express the opinion, though he 
intimated it, that the ns avigation laws of England 
are likely to be restored. t presume he has no 
such expectation. No, sit® at this moment the 
British Government, in this respect, occupies a 
sublime position before the.world. She has de- 
stroy ed eve ry vest ize of her protective system. 

There is not a vestige left; there is not a sem- 
plance of protection remaining in all British legis- | 
lation; not one. 

Mr. COMINS. Will the gentleman inform me 
whether there is not a heavy duty levied upon 
Virginia tobacco: ? 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts ought to know thatthe article of tobacco 
is taxed by Eneland asa luxury » and not to pro- 
tect the erowth of the article in her own domin- 
So far from it, she even prohibits, by heavy 
penalties, the cu Itivation of tobacco in Ireland. 
Her obje ct is revenue alone. The case is exactly 
oppos site to protec tion. 

| repeat, there is nota vestige of the system of 
protection left in England. The duties levied 
there are for revenuc,and not for protection. Un- 
der this new system she is rapidly advancing 
in greatness and power. Gentlemen here, while 
complaining of this, urge that we should adopt 
a policy by which we may compete with her. It 
js strange that while England is growing stronger 
by abandoning protection, we should insist on 
making the attempt to rival her growing power 
by returning to protec tion. W hat a strange com- 
mentary on prote ction! 

Mr. KE {TT obtained the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amendment 
is exhausted. 

Mr. MORSE, of Maine. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KEITT. Mr. Chairman, I think that it 
is impossible to reach any practical result, any | 
action on’ this bill at this period of the se ssion, 
with so many measures of importance crowding 
upon us, and with so litle time left. I think it 
unwise that we should consume day after day in 
the discussion of this measure in detail, when it 
must be clear to everybody that no practical re- 
sult will be reached in the way of passing the 
bill. The bill is one embracing two hundred and 

eighty-nine pages, with countless de ‘tails, ofigin- 
ating questions of an exciting character, les uding 
to protracted debate, and which forbid the idea, | 
during the rest of this session, of the House | 
coming to any conc lusion on it. I move to strike 
out the enacting words of the bill, leavimg the 
matter to be originated in the next Congress, 
which will begin with a long session, and when | 
the House can, if it chooses, in detail, go over || 
this bill and perfect it. 1 move to strike out the 
enacting clause. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Mr. Chairman, I | 
= quite aware that this motion is not debatable, 
but | trust that I may have the indulgence of the 
committee in being suffered to say a word or two 
before the motion is put, in reply to what has 
fallen from the lips of my friend from South Car- 
olina. Ido not mean to detain the committee, 
nor do I mean to urge strenuously upon this com- 
mittee a course which may be inc ompatible with 
the interests of the country, or the temper of the 
commmtee. [can but say that the bill has been 
presented to the consideration of the committee 
fairly; fhat it claims its deliberations fairly; that 
it comprehends and alludes to questions of 
great importance as any that can be presented to 
this committee now or at any other time, and that 
the time of the House cannot be more profitably | 
employed than upon this bill. If the bill is to be | 
pe sed, its details must be examined. Without 
an eXamination of its details, this bill cannot pass 
now or.at any other time. 

Now, sir, referring this committee to its duty 
to the country, to its duty to itself, I am content 
that a test question should now be made in this 
committee of its sense, whether it will pass or at- 
tempt to pass or will reject the bill. For one, | 
am ready for the question. 

_My SMITH, of Virginia. Was not the mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause voted down 
a little while ago, and can it be now renewed ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Business has intervened 
since the question was last put, and it is now in} 
order to renew the motion. 


IONS. 


| of the committee. 
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Mr. COMIN I hope the motion made by 
the gentleman from South Carolina will not pre- 
vail, I think that it is the duty of the House to 
devote a few days to the consideration of this bill, 
with a view of amending and perfecting it; and 
not, in this summary way, dispose of a bill upon 
which so much labor ha is been bestowed. 

Mr. WASHBURN lilinois. I call for 
tellers 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Joun Cocn- 
RANE and Burrintron were appointed. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative, the tellers having re ported—ayes 
75, noes 52. 

So the committee agreed to strike out the en- 
acting words of the bill. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I move that the c 


E, of 


committee 


rise. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Smiru, of Ten- 
nessee, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union iad, according to order, 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly House bill (No. 487) for the codifica- 
tion of the revenue laws of the United States, and 
for other purpos Sy an d had directed him to re- 
port the same back with the recommendation that 


, the enacting words be stricken out. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
vious question. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Is nota motion that the bill 
be recommitted with instructions now in order ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has called the previous question. If the 
House refuses to strike out the enacting clause, a 
motion to recommit will be in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. ‘The report of the commit- 
tee is to strike out the enacting words of the bill. 
Now, is it not a rule clearly laid down in the 
Manual, and the rules of the House, that a motion 
to recommit Is In order any time from the-report- 
dng of the bill unulitis passed? I refer to rule 120 
of the House and the accompanying note. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman state the 
precise point which he desires to submit? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I want to make a motion to 
recommit this bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, with instructions. The 
question comes up in this orde r: The Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union have re- 
ported back this bill with the recommendation to 
strike out the enacting words. ‘The question now 
comes up upon agreeing or disagreeing to that rec- 
ommendation. Is it not in order, the n, at this 
time, to move that the bill be recommitted, with 
instructions? That is the point I wish to make. 
I think that the motion to recommit is inorder at 
any time before the passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the question must be first taken on the report 
If the House non-concurs in 
its recommendation, then it would be in order to 
move to recommit the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to a standing, 
or toa select committee of the House, with or 
without instructions. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 


I call for the pre- 


With all possible respect, 


I must say that I think that the Chaicis in error. 
| I had conceived that it was in order at-any time 
_ to move to recommit a bill after the report and 


previous to its passage; that it could be recom- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, or to aselect or standing com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will perceive 
that there is an insuperable difficulty in the way 
of his making his*motion to recommit in the pres- 
ent condition of the report. That report has been 
submitted to the House; and upon that the gen- 
tleman from New York demands the previous 
question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I appeal to the gentleman 
to withdraw the call for the previous question. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would do so with 


great pleasure; but I am as anxious to save the 


| time of the House as the committ@e was to save 


its time. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have a deep interest in this 
bill, and I want to see it acted on. I ask the gen- 
-tleman to withdraw the call for the previous ques- 
tion, and to let me have a vote on my proposition 
to recommit with instructions, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, J am very sorry | 
| that, under the circumstances, I cannot feel it con- 


|} Cavanauglf, Chatfee, 


A29 


sistent with my sense of duty to withdraw the 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then ] hope that the louse 
will vote it down, in order that we may have a 
vole on my proposition Let us meet the point 
like men. 

The SPEAKER. The previous gue suuon eX- 
hausts itself on the recommendation"of the com- 
mittee, It does not extend to the third reading 
of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. lLask for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main’ 6 stion; and call for tellers 
on the yeas and nays 

Tellers were ordere ed; and Messrs. CHarFreE 
and Boyce were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers 

ayes 24, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and ni 1ys were not ordered. 

The main que stion was ordered; which was on 
cone urring in the rec somme ndation of the Commiut- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union to strike 
out the enacting words of the bill. 

Mr. JOHN COCHIIRANE called for. the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decide d in 
the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 84; as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atkins, Barksdale, 
Bingham, Brayton, Burlingame, Case, Ezra Clark, Horace 
F. Clark, Clay, Coliax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, James 
Craig, Crawford, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dodd, 
Durfee, Fenton, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilman, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Granger, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, Harlan, Harris, Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Horton, 
Howard, wen Jones, Keim, Keitt, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Lawrence, Leach, Leiter, MeQueen, MeRae, Samuel 5. 
Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman U. Morse, Olin, 
Palmer, Parker, Pendieton, Pettit, Phillips, Pike, Pottle, 
Purvianee, Ready, Ritchie, Robbins, Royce, Sandidge, 
Savage, Seales, Aaron Shaw, John Shennan, Singleton, 
Robert Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stevenson, William 
Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, George Taylor, Thayer. Thomp 
son, Tompkins, Trippe, Vance, Watbridge, Waldron,4Val 

| ton, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Whiteley, Wilson, Wood, 
| and Wortendyke—108. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, 
Boyee, Branch, Bryan, Butlinton, 


reported — 


Barr, Boecock, Bowie, 
Burnett, Burns. Caskie, 
John B. Ciark, Clawson, Cobb, John 
Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, Curry, Davidson, Davis 
of Towa, Dimmick, Dowdell, Elliott, English, Eustis, Parnes 
worth, Florence, Giddings, Greenwood, Lawrence W. 
Hall, Hateh, Hopkins, Houstou, Huyler, Jackson, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, Lovejoy, Maclay, Humphrey Marshall, 
Millson, Moore, Mott, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Peyton, 
William W. Phelps, Potter, Powell, Reagan; Ruffin, Rus- 
sell, Scott, Searing, Seward, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, James A. 
Stewart, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vatlandigham, Wade, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, White, 
Winslow, and Augustus R. Wright—34. 


So the House concurred in the recommendation 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union that the enacting words of the bill be stricken 
out. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the enacting words of the bill were 
stricken out; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 

sills, reported as correctly enrolled: 

An act to authorize the President to make ad- 
vances of money to Hiram Powers; 

An act authorizing the issue of registers to the 
steamships America and Canada, and to change 
the names of said steamships; and 

An act for the relief of Martin Layman; 

When the Speaker signed the same. 

A GOVERNMENT LOAN. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I! 


ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce the following res- 
' olution. 
Resolved. That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to negotiate a loan to supply sueh 
temporary excess of ¢ xpenditures over receipts a8 ROW ex- 
ists, Or is estimated to exist on the 30th June; 1860. 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. 
SPEAKER S TABLE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. With a view of taking up the 
bills on the Speaker’s table, L move now to proceed 
to the consideration of the business on the Speak- 
| er’s table. ° 
|| The motion was not agreed to. 


I object. 


| 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF GEORGIA. 

Mr. SEWARD, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented joint resolutions of the State of Georgia, in 
reference, respectively, to the appointment of a 
commission to examine and report on the extent, 
durability, and value of pine forests in Georgia; 
to a naval gcpe' at Brunswick, Georgia; and to 
certain mail routes? which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing was received from the 


President of the United States, through Mr. J. b. | 


Henry, his Private Secretary. 
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

The question was taken on Mr. Puerps’s mo- 
tion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Sreven- 
son in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the President’s annual message, on which the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] was entitled to 
the fluor. 

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION. 


Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I would not have 
sought the floor when I did, had I not been ex: 
vecting daily a telegraphic dispatch which would 
laoe called me home,‘and perhaps unfitted me for 
saying what [ wished, in relation to the questions 
of a foreign nature connected with our territorial 
expansion, 

There is a logic in history which is as inexora- 
ble as fate. A writerin the time of the first Stuart, 
gave as the number of the kingdoms of Christen- 
dom, five-and-twenty. But there was no mention 
of three of the principal nations, Russia, Austria, 


and Prussia, in their present condition; nor of 


twelve other nations out of the twenty now enu- 
merated in Europe; nor of the thirty petty sov- 
ereignties now extant in Germany. Within two 
centuries, the transatlantic contine nt has changed 
its territory and rulers beyond all the caprices of 
fancy; yetbya law as fixed as that which returns 
the seasons or rolls the stars. " 

The disquieting aspect of cisatlantic politics 
signifies the consummation of territorial changes 
on this continent, long predicted, long delayed, 
but as certain as the logic of history! 

Some of these changes in Europe have been 
through decay, dissolution, and disintegration. 
Spain was once the Peru and Mexico of the Old 
World. The ancestors of the hidalgo were en- 
slaved in the mines of Spain by Rome and Car- 
thage. Butnow, Leon, Aragon, Castile, Navarre, 
‘Toledo, Galicia, and Granada, once separate king- 
doms, have lost their isolated glory, and are only 
known as the props of the ** worm-eaten throne 
of Spain.’’ The stronger races of Europe have 
consolidated their power by extending its sphere 
and absorbing tlre weaker neighboring nations. 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, by union, have 
transplanted their colomes and multiplied their 
strength; and Russia has clasped the half of Eu- 
rope and Asia in its strong embrace, unul, from 
the furthest West we perceive the conflict of their 
civilization in the furthest East! 

These are but illustrations of a law from which 
America is not exempt. Not fnore surely will 
northern Africa, and indeed the countries whose 
boundaries are coincident with the 
nean, become French; western and northern Asia 
become Russian; and southern and central Asia 
become English, than this continent become Amer- 
jcan! The law which commands this is higher 
law than congressional enactment. If we do not 
work with it, it will work in spite of us. This 
law may be expressed thus: 

That the weaker and disorganized nations must be 
absorbed bu the strong and organized nation. Nation- 
alilies of inferior grade must surrender to Uieose of 
superior civilization and polity ! 


Mediterra- | 


Whether the races of this continent be in a | 
tribal condition, as our Indians: in a semi-civil- | 


ized and anarchical condition, as are the Central 
and South American and Mexican races, they 


must obey this law of political gravitation. This 


law drives them to the greater and more illustri- 
ous State for protection, happiness, and advance- 
ment? Whether the United States go and take 
them, or they come and ask te be taken, no mat- 


| 
| 


er: 


lous and uncertain form, and become crystalized 
into the higher forms of civilization. 

The largest expression of this law of annexa- 
tion, is: ‘That no nation has the right to hold soil, 
virgin and rich, yetunproducing; no nation hasa 
right to hold great isthmean highways, or strong 
defenses, on this continent, without the desire, 
will, or power, to use them. They ought, and 
must, inure to the advancement of ourcommerce. 
They must become confiscate to the decrees of 
Providence! 

In carrying out these designs, we have, from 
time to time, added territory from France, Spain, 
and Mexico. We have endeavored to add other 
territory, which the jealousy of France, Spain, 
and especially of England, has prevented. It is 
not my purpose now to rehearse our history in 
this regard. We may have kept step with our 
interests and our destiny; but at this juncture, 
standing on the threshold of this new year, we 
are only marking time, not moving forward! It 
is well to inquire whether there is not now upon 
us, as the assembied expression of this nation,a 
peculiar duty with respect to this element of our 
progress. My judgment is, that we are to-day, 
derelict. Weare not up to the enterprise of the 
nation. If we consider just now the elements of 
our people, martial, mechanical, intellectual, ag- 
ricultural, and political, who will doubt but that 
there are a dozen locomotive Republics already 
fired up and ready for movement? 

The Executive has done his duty. He has 
boldly followed out his Ostend ideas. He has 
urged upon us aduty, which being undone, leaves 
him powerless, and leaves the national enthu- 
siasm and expansion a prey to adventurous raids 
and seditious propagandists. Had the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress aided President Pierce in the 
Black Warrior matter, we should now have rep- 
resentatives from Cuba on this floor! 

The President has called our attention to the 
territory upon our south. Not New Granada— 
she will come in time. Not Venezuela—she is 
even yet more vital than New Granada; but the 
country north of these, and lying between them 
and us, must be absorbed. For this absorption 
we must contend, not so much with the people, 
whose interests will be enhanced by the absorp- 
tion, but with Spain, France, and England, who 
have no interests comparable with our own. 
These interests and antagonisms | propose to 
consider in this order: First, Cuba; second, Cen- 
tral America; third, Mexico. 

As to Cuba, the reasons for its acquisition are 
well understood by the country. The message 
has succinctly and ably presented them. Its geo- 
graphical position gives to the nation which holds 
it, unless that nation be very weak, a coign of 
vantage as to which self-preservation forbids us 
to be indifferent. Our Mississippi, foreign, and 
coast-wise trade, now $200,000,000, and in’ ten 
years to be 500,000,000, are within its compass; 
while the island is of litte use to Spain, save as 
a source of revenue, it is tous of incalculable 
advantage. The nature of the colonial office in 
Cuba—its power to harm us remedilessly, unless 
we go to Madrid for remedy; and the final stop- 
ping of the slave trade, are reasons well urged, by 
the President. Our unsettled claims, and the many 
other difficulties growing out of our relations to 
Spain, demand settlement, but receive none. 

liow long shall we continue in this condition? 
During the pleasure of Spain? Is there no re- 


dress? Is our every attempt to be construed into | 


a usurpation? What impediments have we to 
meet? There is one which has since Mr. Polk’s 
time, proved insurmountable—Spanish pride. It 
is well said by an old poet, that 
** Spain gives us pride, which Spain of all the earh 
May treely give, nor fear herself a dearth.” 

Since then, there has been no curtailment of that 
pride. ‘True, Spain has now little to be proud of 
but her recollections. 
she holds to the puncetillio of dignity without its 
substantial energy. 
to us, because she feels that she will thereby sell 
her honor, we must insist on her changing its 
She should keep the island aloof from 
rench intervention. She should preserve its 
independence. ‘ 

Above all, Spain should abolish her present in- 
famous tariff. Her export tariff is an anomaly in 
commerce, and her tariff on imports is still more 


. 


ter, They must whirl in; throw off their nebu- || barbaric. Her export duty, which is a direct tax 


If Spain will not sell Cuba | 


| 
| 


Poor, sensitive, corrupt, | 
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on the producer of her sugars and tobacco, does 
not so much affect us as the tax which she loads 
on our flour, pork, beef, and lard. We have tried 
in vain by diplomacy to unloosen these shackles 
Nothing but the sword can cut them off. , 

Up to 1809, Spain imposed restrictions on Cuba 
by which no trade at all was allowed with any 
foreign nation. After this, and on the revival] of 
the Spanish merchant-marine, the differential dyt 
on goods imported in foreign bottoms was enacted 
It was intended to crush out the trade with the 
United States. This continued till 1834, when 
this Congress passed retaliatory laws. No coun- 
tervailing acts, however, caer move the mean- 
ness of Spanish restriction. Amerjcan flour and 
other staples for which Cuba must look toa foreign 
market, are excluded. Thus a balance of trade, 
averaging 910,000,000 per year, is kept constantly 
against us. The daty in Cuba on flour imported 
from Spain is only $2 50 per barrel; from the Uni- 
ted States, in American or other foreign bottoms, 
itis $10 81. So that, if flour be worth five dollars 
in Cincinnati, the cost to the Cuban consumer js 
sixteen dollars per barrel! This enormous tax 
on flour prevents its use in the island, except by 
the wealthy few—the thirty-five thousand Span- 
iards, The body of the poor and oppressed Cre- 
oles are compelled to use the dry and insipid Cas- 
sava rootasa substitute for bread. This tariff on 
flour, added to an infamous tOnnage-tax, operates 
as a prohibition on flour. With a moderate duty, 
or if Cuba were annexed, this consumption, as it 
is estimated by our economists, would be.a mil- 
lion of barrels! It would be enjoyed by us ex- 
clusively—inure to the benefit of the farmers of 
my State and yours. That is evident from the 
fact that no other country could compete with us 
in that staple; for no other country 1s so near to 
Cuba, or so prolific in breadstuffs. 

We exported to Cuba, in 1857, only: 45,145 
barrels of flour, worth $324,410; in 1858, 17,905 
barrels, worth $105,069. Of other articles, beef, 
pork, lard, hans, and bacon, and including flour, 
we had, in 1857, but $1,868,783; in 1858, but 
$1,228,119. Whereas, had a liberal commercial 
economy, like that of Belgium, Holland, or Great 

sritain obtained, we should have had, at least, 
$10,000,000 of produce exported. This would 
nearly have balanced our trade in sugar and cof- 
fee, and on these we have fixed no prohibitive 
tariff! ‘Thus our commerce is crippled under the 
blows of this Spanish oppression. Why even the 
Spanish Crown would be better helped, by a more 
liberal policy. Sachasystem in this era of com- 
mercial freedom, is a shame to civilization, and 
if inteynational law were rightly written, it would, 
itself, be a cause of honorable war! 

But I have little hopes that Spain will sell Cuba, 
or that the Cubans understand the nature of the 
biessings which attend annexation. They will 
not perceive that they become, by annexation, 
coequal with New York and Ohio, in a common 
league for the common weal. - They fear for their 
church and domestic institutions, as if they were 
any part of Federal concernment. 

| was surprised to meet an impediment raised 
by a distinguished Senator from South Carolina 
in his Barnwell speech. [ trust it is not shared 
by many southern men. He objects to taking 


| Cuba; first, because it may involve.a war, whose 


| 
| 


consequences he states to be fearful. He leaves us 
in doubt as to these consequences. Does he mean 
the reduction of Cuba to the condition of Hayti? 
A terrible consequence. That may follow; but 
that is rather an English than a Spanish threat, 
and hardly capable of execution in a time when 
Spain and France are reviving the slave trade to 
cheapen tropical produce. His second objection 
is more salient. I quote it entire: 


Tf we had Cuba, we could not make more than two or 
three slave States there, which would not restore the equi- 
librium of the North and South; while, with the African 
slave trade closed, and her only resort to this continent, sliv 
would, besides crushing out our whole sugar culture by her 
competition, afford in afew years a market for all the slaves 
in Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland. She is, notwi{h- 
standing the exorbitant taxes imposed on her, capable now 
of absorbing the annual increase of all the slaves on this 
continent, and consumes, it is said, twenty or thirty thou- 
sand a year by her system of labor. Slaves decrease there 
largely. In time, under the system practiced, evasy slave 
in America might be exterminated in Cuba as were the [n- 
dians. However the idle African may procreate in the 
tropics, it yet remains to be proven, and the facts are against 


| the conclusion, that he can, in those regions, work and 


thrive. It is said Cuba is to be ‘ Africanized,’ rather than 
that the United States should take her. That threat, which 
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atone time was somewhat alarming, is nolonger any cause 
of disquietude to the South, after our experience ot the Af- 
ricanizing of St. Domingo and Jamaica. What have we lost 
hy that? I think we reaped some benefit; and if the slaves 
of Cuba are turned loose, a great sugar culture would grow 
up in Louisiana and Texas, rivailing that of cotton, and 
diverting from itso much labor that cotton would rarely be 
below its present price.’’ 


This objection is two-fold. The inter-state 
slave trade with Cuba, in case of annexation, he 
thinks, would make several free States, by the 
demand and consumption of negroes; and even it 
jt would not, Cuba would not give the South the 
preponderance in the Union; and secondly, sugar 
he thinks would be cheap to the whole Union; 
while a few thousand sugar planters, who just 
thrive on the bounty they now get, would be 
ruined. As to the argument about Kentucky, 
Missouri, and Maryland, becoming'free through 
Cuban annexation, I leave that to the members 
from those States. As to the sugar, I say, that 
an argument of that kind addressed to a free-trade 
people 7 a free trader, should go far to weaken 
the moral of his great-and frank speech, as it does 
the economy of his politics. ‘l'o the people of 
my State, such an argument will only quicken 
their ambition to acquire Cuba; notalone because 


“of the millions to be gained by an increase of our | 


exportsthither, which are taxed prohibitively, but 
because we pay a tax on Cuban sugar, which is 
harsh, protective, and indefensible, in any epoch 
of a depressed exchequer. In 1857, there were, 
in all, of sugar and molasses, imported from Cuba 
into the United States, $40,093,466 worth. The 
tariff on these sugars was $12,028,039 80. Ohio 
paid one tenth of this, or about twelve hundred 
thousand dollars, which is equal to her immense 
school tax, and nearly half a million more than 
she pays for her State government, and nearly 
one half of the expenses of all her counties. By 
our tariff of 1857, we reduced the tax on sugar six 
per cent. and the panic reduced the importation 
enormously. During the year ending June 30, 
1858, our sugars from Cuba amounted to only 
$18,620,022, giving a revenue of $4,468,805 28, at 
twenty-four per cent. ad valorem. 

Since 1847, when Mr. Polk proposed annexa- 
tion, this nation must have paid over sixty mil- 
lions sugar tax! Ohio has paid of that sum 
$6,000,000. My district has paid one twentieth 
part of $6,000,000, or $300,000;-an annual tax of 
$30,000—all for what? ‘That one of the prime ne- 
cessaries of life should be fostered into premature 
rrowth, to aid a few sugar planters in the South! 

f Cuba cannot be annexed, to break this servil- 
ity, by which the many are made tributary to the 
few, then we must remodel our Democracy and 
economy. My State Legislature, in 1854, passed 
a resolution, at my solicitation, requesting Con- 
gress to abate this tax. 
its existence. 

** But,’ it is said, ** we must protect Texas 
and Louisiana in their few sugar plantations! If 
Cuba comes in, away goes the tax !’? Every man, 
woman, and child, in my State, will say, ** away 
with it! Welcome Cuba and free sugar!’’ **But,”’ 
says the Senator, ‘*if Cuba be Africanized and 
kept out, it will keep up the-price of sugar, and 
a great growth will spring up, rivaling’ cotton.” 
What then? Ecstacy! ‘Negroes will be in de- 
mand. Cotton, too, will be kept high!’ Whatan 
urgument for a Senator of al) the United States, 
every one of whose interests are hisown! The 
Union inacotton-pod! (Laughter.] Its growth 
dependent on the growth of the cane! If, by this 


logic, Cuba is to be kept out, let us know it. Al- 
ready the oe a wom mouth grows juicy at the 


prospect with Cuba in the Union! [Laughter.] 
it matters not if sugar be made by slaves. That 
little delicacy of Exeter-Hall sentimentality is 
becoming obsolete. Even our Quakers are willing 
to drink cheep damnation in their coffee-cups, and 
eat it on their buckwheats! 

My most distinguished constituent, the Gov- 


ernor of my State, and a candidate for the Presi- |) 


dency, will soon outvie youir southern Hotspurs 
in the race of annexation, if thus you dress your 
laggard logic. Ina speech ata Yankee festival 
in my city, where the Pilgrims were praised for 
many a virtue which they had not, and their in- 


tolerable intolerance was glossed over by the fervor | 
of the hour, Governor Chase is reported to have 
advocated the policy of ‘* leaving to every one the | 


absolute control of all matters of domestic con- 


cernment,’’ and an ‘‘ indefinite expansion of em- | 


There is no reason for 


pire.’’ If this does not include Cuba, I will ask 
his friends opposite, to say what is excluded, by 
his concluding remark, that as the last result of 
the enlarging empire both of American govern- 


mentand American principles, he summons * the 


parliament of man to sit on the destinies of the 
world ?’’ 

I did not dream that I should ever have to wet- 
come the Ohio aspirant for the White House into 
the support of its present occupant. I did not 
dream last fall that 1 should represent him so 
nearly. I warn gentlemen from the South to ob- 
serve these signs, and prevent this grand larceny 
of Democratic thunder, by considering the prop- 
osition which some gentlemen last session called 
national grand larceny! Call it by what name 
you will, [ am ready to answer the call of the 
President, if for nothing else, for the benefit of 
our $200,000 ,000 of yearly trade, which must pass 
under the range of Cuban cannon. I am ready to 
vote for the bill of the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. Brancu,] looking to the purchase of 
Cuba; and I am not very particular as to the 
amount of money with which to fill the blank in 
his bill. In case of ow failure to purchase by 
honorable piceliaiien would favor its seizure 
in case of foreign war, or of a European inter- 
vention. 

As to Central America, I do not desire to enter 
so fully into our relations with this region. That 
has been ably don®by my friend from Virginia, 
[Mr. Jenxins.] We know well the impediment 
existing in the way of our acquisition there. The 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty--the diplomatic blunder 
of the century—stands as a huge gorgon in our 
nath. The policy of its abrogation is conceded; 
as **how not to do it,’’ seems to have been the 
practice. The present Executive, in his message 

_of December 8, 1857, bewailed this condition of 
| things. He inherited, as did President Pierce, 
this treaty of peace, which has proved a treaty 
of offense. England and the United States have 
been quarreling over its construction, when its 
destruction was the most pacific course that could 
have been adopted. Collateral treatics may be 
made which will prevent the consequences of an 
abrupt abrogation of this treaty. Diplomacy is 
now, we are told, working to this end. 

But there is in the American mind a chronic 
distrust of England. It is well grounded in her 
laxity of faith. When her interests can be sub- 
served, she breaks any compact; and only ad- 
| heres to it when demanded by her interests. 

Whether the treaties to be made with Honduras, 
Costa Rica, and Nicaragua, throttle this bantling 
| of Bulwer, or whether we are to lose still more 
| by British dilatory diplomacy, remains to be seen. 
One thing is remarkable, that we have not ad- 
vanced since 1849, when Nicaragua, in the Hiess- 
Selvatreaty, proposed to ** confer onus the exclu- 
sive right’’ of an interoceanic canal, or highway. 
| Had that treaty been confirmed, we might have 
had to-day forts and free cities along its route and 
at its termini, with full right to protect Nicaragua 
by all the strength of our Navy and Army. A 
year later, and that wily diplomaust, Bulwer— 
who, for his tact,is sent to the Bosphorus to 
teach Russia her réle in the East—comes forward 
with his projet. Our Government nibbles coyly 
'at his bait; but, like a foolish fish, at last leaps 


> 


for the fly, is barbed, and hauled in to flounder | 
Would that | 


for the amusement of the world. 
Mr. Clayton had weighed the meaning of Snel- 
| fungus’s philosophy: ‘* It is always time to cut 


| your throat; but if your throatis once cut, there | 


are certain difficulties in the way of reconsider- 
ing your determination.”’ From that time till 
now, we have been following Mrs. Chick’s ad- 
vice to Mrs. Dombey, ‘* making an effort’’ to get 
rid of this incubus. 

Crampton and Webster tried in 1852 to unravel 
| the web. Then Webster and Molina tried it with 
the aid of Costa Rica. Then Wheeler and Es- 
cobar, acting for Nicaragua, madean effort, which 
| our Government failed to accept. Then Claren- 
| don and Herran, for Honduras, sought to untie 
the knot; and thus led the way to the Cass- 
Yrisarri treaty in the fall of 1857, which began 
de novo. Then, a fair treaty was made, allowing 
us the protectorate of the transit; but through 
foreign influence is was so modified by Nicaragua 
as to be unacceptable to our Government. Now, 
Sir Gore Ouseley, having ceased to be a diplomatic 
myth here, has gone to the south, where, we 





, si 


trust, something may be done to cancel that part 
of the Clayton Bulwer treaty by which we agreed 
with England to cut our throats, by never * oc- 
cupying, fortifying, or colonizing, or assuming 
or exercising any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, the Mosquito coast, or any part of Central 
America.’? We trust that such an arrangement 
may be made to this end; but my reading of 
history is vain, if we do not find thrown about 
this isiasies some clog which the American 
people will not bear. 

The truth is, that we have slept so long, and 
dreamed so transportingly of our destiny over 
these regions, that meanwhile Japan and China 
are opened; Frazer's river becomes an Eldorado; 
and English and French navies, quitting the at- 
tempt on Cronstadt, and tiring of the red storm 
of the Euxine, display their guns on this conti- 
nent. Their entente cordiale, as Clarendon said it 
would be, is extended to this hemisphere; and 
here we have them! They are, by their presence, 
if not by their diplomacy, ignoring the far-famed 
doctrine of Mr. Monroe, which had, when first 
given, as general a meaning and as practical a use 
as it ought now to have a specific application. 
His doctrine was, thatthe American continents by 
the free and independent condition which they 
have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not 
to be considered as subjects for future coloniza- 
tion or influence by any European Power. 

Let controversy contend as to the meaning of 
this doctrine. I know that when Yucatan was 
about to be taken by England, and when English 
arms were furnished her for an independency of 
Mexico, which would have been a dependency 
on England, Mr. Calhoun then tried, in an able 
speech, to limit the application of that doctrine 
to the surroundings out of which it grew, namely, 
fo the intervention of the holy-alliance to recover 
the revolted American States for Spain, and the 
Rfissian occupation on our northwest. But the 
declaration has a larger meaning. It has become 
settled policy. In 1823, Mr. Jefferson tersely 
laid it down thus: 


‘Our first and fundamental maxim should be, never to 
entangle ourselves in the broils of Europe; our second, 
never to suffer Europe to intermeddle with the cisudantic 
attairs.”? 

Yet this doctrine is sneered at, as if Monroe’s 
rhost were invoked to doa kind of constable’s 
duty, to warn all foreign intruders from this con- 
tinent. So far as emigration is concerned, this 
continent is open as day; but no flag, no polity, 
no institutions, no colonies, no proectorates of 
Europe, can exist here, without endangering the 
peace, infringing the rights, or disturbing the order 
and prospective interests of this continent. What- 
ever may have been the occasion of the Monroe 
declaration, its cause is as eternal as liberty, and 
its consequences will be as progressive as our na- 
tion. I ca not for its traditionary emphasis. Dem- 
ocrats, at least, can afford to Jetthatgo. Is it sound 
doctrine for the present? If so, it ought to be the 
enthusiastic sentiment and genius of this Govern- 
ment. If so, let if be no more the jeer of Europe, 
the swagger of America, but a fact as mucha part 
of our historic life as the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, which was its procreant source. That doc- 
trine is the law of seif-preservation, General 
Cass, in his recent letter, has given it proper di- 
rection. ‘That doctrine was intended to guard 
this continent against the incursion of any alli- 
ances, ** holy’? orunholy. It Jooked to that law 
which I have laid down, by which the interests 
and honor of this hemisphere were to be guarded 
by none but ourselves. We do not want to be 
foreclosed against its occupation, fortification,and 
annexation. In the present feeling of this coun- 
try, no treaty can be made and made to stand, if 
it does not break down all protectorates of Eng- 
land and all interference of France. The Senate 
of the United States dare not confirm such a 
treaty. The present Executive will not present 

| it. The present Secretary of State will not sanc- 
| tion it. . 

Does England want Honduras, Yucatan, the 
Belize ? Whatare they to her? Nothing; except 
as she can use them to block up the progress of 
this nation. Does she want free passage over the 
Central American States? That she can have 
under our auspices and with safety! What does 
she with the Valorous and the Leopard in the Car- 
rivean sea? Why do her officers spy for arms in 

) the American steamer Washington? Is it only 
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fillibusters she is after? I do distrust her. If she 
seems to acquiesce in our view for a time, may 
we not attribute it to that popular will which com- 
pels her aristocracy to more prudence in reference 
to America? She pretended to settle all in the 
Clayton-Bualwer treaty; yet that treaty was a 
delusion and a snare. * While that tre aty 1s yet 
warm, England drives the Nicaraguan forces out 
of San Juan del Norte; then she pirates that en- 
trepét from an independent State; anoints a hy- 
brid savage as a king; gives to a few Jamaica 
negroes, dressed like the Georgia major without 
his spurs, the constabulary baton, and builds 
congeries of negro huts, which she nicknames 
after the Earl Grey. She performs the same office 
for Honduras, by what Clarendon called the 
‘spontaneous settlement’’ of the Bay Islands; 
and then claims from us good faith in keeping the 
compact which she breaks! Along comes Sir 


Gore Ouseley to maintain the delusion, in spite of 


Lord Napier, who goes home. What more ? She 
approves of the Cass-Yrissari treaty by foment- 
ing difficulties in the way of its ratification. She 
pretends to Mr. Dallas, through Malmesbury, that 
Belly isa French adventurer for whom she has 
no sympathy; yet, in acts, gives to him French 
and English protection, through the alliance. It 
is not safe to trust her. Her treaties are ropes of 
sand. Her international law is too elastic for use 
by any but herself. Her designs are steeped in 
fraud; and all complications with her are danger- 
ous and entangling. ‘Thank God! we have a Sec- 
retary of State whose life is marked with signal 
ability in anticipating, demonstrating, and frus- 
trating her designs. ‘his nation will sustain him 
in his declaration that— 

"The establishment ofa political protectorate by any one 
of the Powers of Europe over any of the independent Siates 
of this continent, or, jn other words, the introduction of a 
scheme oF policy which would carry with it a mglit to inter 
fere in their concerns, is a measure to which the Unjted 
States have long since avowed their opposition, and which, 
should the attempt be made, they will resist by all the means 
in their power.’’ 

Behind this rock the present Administration are 
intrenched. There is no feeling in this country 
worth calling patriotism, which does not stand 
squarely upto this high and strong position! Why 
should not Uiis Congress, by some definite action, 
stand by the popular sense and the Government? 
lam ready either to give the moral force of a res- 
olation such as that now referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to abrogate the Clayton- Bulwer 
treaty; or | am ready to go further, and to clothe 
the Presidgnt with extraordinary powers, and 
to give him means, or the authority to procure 
means, by which his recommendations may be 
acted on and acted out. 

But it may be said, why so much risk of war 
with the combined powers of Europe; why so 
much anxiety for the Isthmus or Central Amer- 
ican route? Not because we are in@lancer of 
being cut off from its dominion. That will come 
if these Central American States remain inde- 
pendent of European constraint. Not because it 
is the only feasible mode of transit for the great 
oriental trade between the oceans; for in time 
there will be rapid and safe transits on our own 
soil. Notso much because we ought to have and 
hold the hundred and fifty millions of trade with 
these Spanish American tropical lands, instead of 
but ten millions which we now have. But nature 
never made so narrow an obstacle; one so easily 
severed, and on which such great commercial and 
economical results depended, as that at Darien or 
Nicaragua. She buried mountains and valleys 
beneath the wave to narrow that neck, and thus 
expand the bounds of interchange, and encircle 
the earth with a white zone of argosies. 

If New Granada shall be ours—as it should 
be within a twelvemonth, unless the Congress of 
Bogota show more honesty and wisdom in set- 
uing the claims of our Panama sufferers, than is 
likely; if New Granada would follow the advice 
of Gonzales, her attorney general, and enhance 
her interests by applying for admission to our 
Union; and if Venezuela would follow the wise 
inclinations of her patriot chief,General Paez, 
whose exile here has made him love the land of 
his home, the more for the prospect of uniting 
its fortunes with ours; then, indeed, these Cen- 
tral American States, now the football of Euro- 
pean diplomacy, must either come to us, or be 
powdered into nothingness between the indus- 
wial movements of the surrounding States. Once 


let the agriculture of Venezuela be smiled upon 
by a protecting Government, and her magnificent 
ports would soon fill with the keels of her elder 
commerce. Letnorthern energy blend with her 
undirected labor, and the gold mines of Upata 
would gleam with their olden treasures. Let 
Panama break from her vassalace to her irre; 
sponsible rulers, and that mart of the golden 
age of Spain and her viceroys will teem with a 
wealth which no buccaneers in a thousand cara- 
vels can bear away. These accomplished, and 
the intermediate States of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala, will follow, 
as surely as the sheaf of the summer follows the 
seed of the spring. The trade of all tropical 
America would then fall to us naturally Sy our 
proximity, and by the variety of our productions 
with which to barter. These tropical wastes 
ought to give us coffee, indigo, and cocoa, which 

’ are failing in India, as well as the cabinet woods, 
so much in demand. In return, they will take 
our flour, pork, machinery, fabrics, and a thou- 
sand other articles which they need, and which 
every State of this Union produces. “Our trade, 
which now counts its hgndreds, will then count 
its millions. 

If this Congress has optic nerve enough to look 
afew years ahead, it will at least start a policy 
which will secure all the isthmean highways which 
are so indispensable to our development and pow- 
er. Its first duty is to repel @very attempt of the 
remotest influence, come from what quarter it 
may, Which may impede this procession of events 
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cupidity, though gold roofed the temple and jasner 
built the altar. , 
__[ need not repeat that this isolated case of ciy- 
ilization on this northern continent was mosi| 
the result of the unparalleled climate and soil. 


| That climate and soil remain. Three hundred 


years of misrule have not impaired the salubrit 
of the one, nor detracted from the wealth of the 
other. 

The Spanish rule at length was thrown off for 
a Republic like ours. The inborn strength to 
throw it off, after so long a trial, showed a spirit 
of freedom which received its plaudits from this 
nation atthetime. In February, 1821, at Iruala 
Mexico declared her independence. On the 4th 
of October, 1824, she adopted her constitution. 
England was first to recognize this progress, and 


as usual, for her profit. The lower clergy and 
| . . . _-— 
the masses, consisting of Indians, were its crea. 


| estates. 


tors and its beneficiaries. The upper clergy 
never sympathized with this severance from Eu- 
rope; and until the revolution of Ayutla, con- 
summated by Comonfort, they never became a 
power in politics. His policy touched their 

They struek Hy His law of desa- 
mortizacion confiscated $18,000,000 of their props 
erty, which passed to private individuals. They 
struck back, even at this compromise confisea- 
tion. Comonfort teeled under their blow; reeled 
from the Puros to the Moderados; and from the 


|| Moderados to the Church and its conservative de- 


or arrest our inevitable and legitimate aggrandize- | 


ment, 


ours, can be long prosperous within, that does 
not prosper and grow without. When a State, 
which is commercial by situation, forgets the work 


of outbuilding its empire, it loses its inner vitality. | 


The day that marks its failure to meet every rising 
opportunity of advancement abroad, marks its 
sure decline athome. As with the individual, so 
with the State; if its ambition be dead and its 
hopes of expansion smoulder, its dissolution is 
speedy and sure. While its intellectual and phys- 
ical energies are tense and grasp a large range; its 
internal and foreign empire will become consum- 
mate because it has the everlasting law of GrowrTn! 

We have illustrated that law with reference to 
our southern neighbor, Mexico. The effete.and 


No nation with one harbor, much less a |} 
nation with a coast bestrewn with harbors like | 


fenders, into whose arms he and his anti-Church 
policy fell! We need not wonder at these changes 
when we remember thata magnificent and organ- 
ized hierarchy held $300,000,000 of property; 
with a revenue of $20,000,000, being $5,000,000 
more than the best annual Government revenue. 

Mr. Cushing said, at Richmond, that these 
party names of Liberal, Constitutional, Pure, 
Moderate, Central, and Federal, so often appear- 
ing in our Mexican news, ‘* were but the watch- 
words of contending factions, efficient alike only 
to waste their common country.’’ Hardly true; 


| it must be remembered that in Mexico, as in all 


wasted portions of Mexico, being one half of her*)| 


area, lying next to us, became nutriment to our 
stalwart strength. The very dirt of the ground be- 
came assimilated with ourenergy,and lo! from our 
Mexican purchases $70,000,000 of gold per year 
are sucked into every conduit of American life, 
to enhance its happiness, and give added comfort 
to its homes. It was once objected that the soil 
of California, New Mexico, and Arizona, was 
poor; a land of sand and centipedes; that there was 
no homogeneity in the people. 

True, she has six million Indians, with Span- 
iards in plenty and pride, and of mixed people 
nota few. But are they worse than the Indians 
of our own soil?) On the contrary, they are far 
better. They are tractable, stout, and laborious. 
Spain managed them with bat a handful of sol- 
diers for three hundred years. She managed 
them, too, underevery provocation to revolt. Had 
an American protectorate been the sequence of 

| Scott’s occupation, a few months of protection 
would have given their industry its reward and 
peace its blessing. Then, too, we should have 
no apprehension to disturb our present relations 
with Mexico. 

To these relations I propose to call the attention 
of the House. In the discussion I need only re- 
mark, historically, that on the discovery of this 
continent there was but one nation in North, and 
one in South America, which seemed to be pos- 
sessed of any civilized advancement. Peru, un- 
der the Incas, whose white robes betokened the 
almost divine simplicity of the people; and Mex- 
ico with a society that was Arcadian in its sim- 
plicity, and a polity wonderful in its complica- 
tions, The State, the priesthood, the cultivators 
of the soil, the rulers, and the ruled, lived in peace 
under a lovelier sky than that of Naples, and a 
richer soil than that of ancient Latium. Let it 
be remembered that this prosperity and content- 
ment were not alone the result of good laws, but 


,, of good land; of good manners, but of good mines. 


| There was, in the Aztec tongue, no language of 


| aggressive in the States. 





| 
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| moderate shades. 


nations, there wil] be parties founded on interest 
or hope, conservative or radical, with intervening 
There is in Mexico, well-de- 
fined, a Central, Federal, or Conservative party, 
under whose rally men of- wealth and of the 
Church, and of improgressive temperament natur- 
ally gather. This party would centralize power 
in the federal Government, and thereby become 
It would lean towards 
astrong government; and hence its eye is ever on 
tradition and Spain. It would to-day hail Spain 
or France as its master to attain its end. Santa 


| Anna, Zuloaga, and Robles have been its execu- 
| tive representatives. Miramon assumes the same 


position just now. The natural antagonists of 


| this party are the Puros, the Moderados, Consti- 
| tutionalists, Democrats, or call them what you 


will. Federal restraint to them is irksome; Eu- 


| rope and kingcraft hateful; and the Church des- 
| potic and avaricious. : 
| Gadsden to Alvarez, in June, 1855, ‘* they would 


In the language of Mr. 


limit the central power to that alone which is ex- 
terior; and thus they should seek, like the United 
States, to grow withoutanarchy into strength and 

rosperity.’’ Their aspiration is for a republic 
ike our own. They need and deserve our sym- 


| pathy. Juarez is their Executive—a pure Indian, 
| whose descent is from Montezuma. 


Degollada, 
their general, and Mata, their minister, seeking 
recognition here. This party have a majority 
of the States and nine-tenths of the people of 
Mexico with them. They have the revenues. 
They hold the ports. Their President is de jure 
and de facto Executive. A little more patience, 
Mr. Forsyth, and you would have recognized it 
thus, and not (as you did) otherwise! De jure; 
for, by the constitution of Mexico, adopted by 
an extraordinary congress, at the capital, Feb- 
ruary 5, 1857, it was provided, by section seventy- 
nine, that— 


* Iw temporary defaulf of a President of the Republic, and 
in the vacancy before the installation of the newly-elected 
President, the president of the supreme court of justice 
shall enter upon the exercise of the functions of President.” 


And, article thirty-two: 


‘< If, from whatever reason, the election of President shall 
not have been made and published by December Ist, upon 
which the change is to take place, or if the newly elected 
is not able to enter promptly upon the exercise of his func- 
lions, the term of the preceding President shall nevertheless 
cease, and the supreme executive power shall be deposited 
ad intcrim in the president of the supreme court of justice.” 
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